Pidhirci monastery, 21st September 2005

Repent, and believe in the Gospel (Mk 1:15)

(a draft for a pastoral letter for bishops in Ukraine)

Dear faithful of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church,

we live in an extremely serious historic era. 15 years ago, our Church got out of underground (times of persecution by the Communist regime) and was given freedom. At that time we had high credit and respect. For a period of 40 years we were being persecuted, destroyed, many were in Siberia for their faith, many died martyrs in prison. Stalin made our Church destroyed; our churches and buildings were given to the Orthodox and many were forced to pass to the Orthodox Church. You, your fathers and mothers remained faithful even in the hardest times of persecution. It is really a God’s miracle that a resurrection of our Church came, that we can exist again. Next year we will commemorate 60 years since the painful moment of our liquidation – our Golgotha. We have been existing for 15 years, and we now want to make a balance. We have to state a very painful aspect, too. We have lost respect and favour in front of our nation. In the present times, we are presented another Gospel, another Christ and another spirit than the one with which we came out from the underground. It is also connected with a great pressure which is brought by the technical revolution related with a new consumer thinking and demoralization, all this coming from the West, in particular through massmedia. We were not prepared for this internal and external pressure and so it happened that there now comes a vehement apostasy from our Church, one can see a moral decay of families, and young generation no longer know to whom they belong, what is the real Gospel, a real life of faith. All that has been left to them is a mere religious folklore and the essence has by now disappeared almost everywhere. This is a painful balance. That is why it was so easily that many of our believers ended in a false faith with Jehovah’s Witnesses, others transferred to vital Protestant Churches, others remained in our Church but they turned just into formal believers who in this time are no longer able to draw hearts and pass the treasure of faith to the future generation. 

Holy Father – a spiritual martyr for the true faith

This big crisis of faith is passing also through the Roman-Catholic West and through the traditional Protestantism. There are more roots. The main of them is the teaching of the so-called historic-critical theology. The second element of a mass apostasy is a false interpretation of the Council document Nostra aetate about a respect for other religions. This results in a false conclusion that Christianity and paganism are one. Cardinal J. Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, radically stood up against those streams in his book “Dialogues with Messori”, 1984. A majority of liberal theologians is in harsh opposition towards him. There is no wonder that when this year, by God’s miracle, he was elected the Holy Father, there emerged so many enemies attempting at his liquidation. Actually, these theologians and bishops, who have one common spirit, abuse God’s authority against the very Church. From our own experience we can say that a heretical theologian makes no effort to controvert the arguments of a student who defends his biblical and Catholic faith; however, he approaches from a completely different side: “I was assigned here by a bishop and the bishop was assigned by the Pope, and who are you? You are a rebel standing up against the bishop, against the Pope, against the Church.” This abuse of God’s authority is a big crime nowadays. And the result is that in the name of the Holy Father one is destroying unity with the Holy Father, in the name of the Church one is destroying the Church, which is a mysterious and bleeding body of Christ, in the name of obedience and in the name of Christ one is killing Christ. This is a time of hard internal struggle. This liquidation of all the living in the Church is carried out by those who adopted the spirit of liberalism, that is neomodernism. This spirit attacked the Church as early as hundred years ago and then, after a big apostasy, there came a revival. The crucial part was played by the Pope, St. Pius X., who chose a motto: “To renew everything in Christ.” He had to dismiss about a half of students and the majority of professors at theological faculties as well as some of the bishops, because they had opened themselves to modernism. Today this task is to be done by the present Holy Father. Either the Holy Father will dismiss these people who are abusing both his authority as well as the authority given by him, or they will liquidate the Holy Father. At the meeting of the Holy Father with youth in Cologne, these enemies, coming from his own nation (Germans), made several protest actions against him. Regrettably to say, most people are already so much influenced by these theologians as well as by some of the bishops and cardinals that they are attacking the Holy Father together with them. In front of the cathedral, where the Holy Father was at that time, they drove a picture of a big dinosaur wearing the pontifical insignia. They wanted to express thereby that they consider the Holy Father an antediluvian, in our times unfitting monster, one that has nothing to do with our modern era. If believers influenced by liberal bishops and theologians are organizing demonstrations against the Holy Father and against the Church, the more we have a duty as God’s people to stand up for unity with the Holy Father and for the salvation of our Church from its gradual liquidation. We are not against the hierarchy, nor against Cardinal L. Huzar, but against the policy of this gradual liquidation which he is pushing through. That is why we are calling SOS to God and to the Holy Father. We are not going to open the issue of Masonry in the Church (Rev 13:11-18, a comment by Fr. Gobbi, a beast resembling a lamb). Who will dare swear that none of the bishops and cardinals or of the Roman dicasteries employees has nothing to do with this organization? Only a blind person or a perjurer could swear so. The Holy Father is very well aware of this resistance to him as well as of the resistance to Christ and to the whole Church from the side of people who though occupying the highest offices in the Church have betrayed Christ like Judas. They are abusing their authority and under obedience they are giving sincere people such orders that it finally leads to a liquidation of the Church. Nowadays, not only in the West but especially in our small Church there must come a time of polarization. What does it mean? We have to realize who is who. Which of the bishops or cardinals is really in an internal unity with the Holy Father, with the teaching and faithful tradition of the Church, and which one is against. Which of the bishops is with Christ and which one is against Him, which of the priests, religious brothers or sisters is under the banner of Christ and which one is under the banner of Antichrist. For treason has arisen inside the Church. How can one distinguish true servants of God from the false ones? Jesus said: “A tree is known by its fruit.” What is the distinctive sign today? Such as we can see with Christ, His apostles and also with the Holy Father – namely, persecution for true faith in one’s own Church. A bishop, priest, religious is persecuted by his own for his true teaching and for his defending the law of God (sound morals). 

The Mother of God is calling to repentance

All apparitions of the Mother of God, whether it is La Salette (1846) or Lourdes (1858), Fatima (1917), Medugorje (1981), (Fr. Gobbi, Priest’s Marian Movement – 600 bishops, 50000 priests, blue book 700 pages) and other, have one common denominator – a calling for repentance. There is nothing new needed. Jesus died for us, in Him is the fullness of Divinity, in Him is our life and our salvation. He gave us His word which is in the Gospel, which is the fulfilment of all prophecies. All the essential has already been told. There now remains only one thing – to live, actualize Christ’s words! The apparitions are not for attraction but they are an impulse, alarm for one thing – for repentance. That is – to return back to Christ and His Gospel. Jesus said: “Unless you repent you will all perish.” (Lk 13:3). All must repent – cardinals, bishops, religious, priests, theologians, believers. Provided that one leaves the way of repentance, even if one began well, without the spirit of repentance he will not be saved. At many places the Holy Virgin as the Queen of prophets urges the whole mankind to repentance. It happens at some places that one can see human tears, and even tears of blood running from  Her picture or statue. Expert analyses confirm their trueness. Jesus on the cross gave us Mary as our Mother and every one of us, following the example of John the disciple, should receive Her. We are Her children, She as our Mother really cares for the salvation of each of us. 

She showed Her love for Ukrainians particularly on 26th April 1987, on the day of the first anniversary of the Tschernobyl catastrophe. On that day the Holy Virgin appeared on the territory of the former Soviet Union, namely in the village of Hrushiv lying in the Lviv region. At the same time it has been the greatest public apparition so far to occur in the world: within a short period of time the Holy Virgin could be seen by huge crowds of pilgrims. The first to see the Holy Virgin was an 11-year-old girl M.K. in the belfry of a desolate, severely dilapidated church. The girl called her mother and a few more people and all of them could quite clearly see the Holy Virgin. On that same day before the sunset, Mary appeared several times more on the dome of the church. The news spread quickly, so right in the following days there were multitudes of people beginning to gather in Hrushiv. There were 40-50000 of pilgrims coming every day and most of them could see the Holy Virgin themselves. In Hrushiv the Mother of God also told several messages in which She most of all addressed Ukraine, the first nation in the world that consecrated itself to Her as early as 1058: “Ukraine, my daughter, I am coming to you in the gravest moments of your life. You were the first to choose me as your Queen.” And another time: “Pray and be converted and the third world war will not break out. You will soon be free.” Another message: “Teach your children how to pray, teach your children how to live in truth, Tschernobyl is a remainder and a sign to the whole world. Pray Rosary, pray it all the time; Rosary is a weapon against Satan. He fears Rosary. Pray Rosary every day. I have come to you to thank the Ukrainian people, because within the last 70 years you have most suffered for Christ’s Church. I have come to comfort you and to tell you that your sufferings will soon be ended. Ukraine will become an independent state; repent and love each other. The times are coming that were foretold as the end of the ages. Look at the confusion that is ruling in the world, at sins, indifference, bloodshed. I am coming to you with tears in my eyes asking you: pray and work for good and God’s glory. Ukraine was the first country to recognize me as her Queen and I received her in my patronage. Work for God, for without it there is no happiness and noone can win God’s kingdom. Ukrainians must become apostles to Russian nations, for unless Russian is converted to Christianity there will come a third world war.”

The news of the apparition passed even through the then Soviet television. State authorities were put off balance by this event and by an enormous influx of pilgrims, and did not know how to react. For in fact, the Holy Virgin was seen even by the KGB officials present there. After the apparition, on 14th May the police began to build barricades here and prevented the pilgrims from entering the place. Short time after, the apparitions of the Holy Virgin stopped. On 11th May 1987, among the tens of thousands of people who could see the Mother of God there was also Joseph Terelyia (born 1953), a Ukrainian Greek Catholic who had spent over 20 years in Russian prisons for his faith. It is necessary that every Ukrainian, whether a Greek Catholic, an Orthodox or a Protestant – every Christian, every deputy, every priest, even the one who holds some political or Church office in this nation should think over the content of these words. Ukrainians must become apostles of Christ among the Russian nations. For unless Russia is converted, there will be a third world war. There is a call for conversion, for prayer, for apostolate – work for God. Yet, the first to be converted is you, otherwise God cannot use you to work for Him and save souls and the world. 

We all have to repent

In May 1986 there is a trial over a military criminal after 40 years. The newspapers bring a bold headline: “Verdict for Artukovitsch – death!” And there follows: “Guilt of the military criminal proved in all points of prosecution. Artukovitsch’ crimes fall within those crimes of the Second World War that were defined as not subject to any time limit after which they could expire and from this aspect the time factor plays no part… Together with Artukovitsch there was a whole system that bred so much evil condemned in Zagreb. 

Analogically, the system of the world, whatever names it may have, unless it is built upon the Gospel it only breeds evil and must be condemned at the end of the ages. Today the world is ruled by the system of a consumer society which has excluded God from public life, from schools, from education… In some states this society has not only voted unpunishable killing of unborn children (abortions) but also unpunishable killing of old and unproductive people (euthanasia – when a sick is given an injection with poison). Some of the EU states voted a marriage law for homosexuals and thus the natural family order given by God has been degenerated. This system liquidates honest people, yet it protects criminals and deceivers. The truth and the right are with those who have power and money. In this system hardly anyone succeeds  in appealing to truth and justice. We are all obliged to stand up against evil and the system of evil, otherwise it will overcome us and we will become its slaves. Sin is a lie! The greatest sin is unbelief  in God and unbelief in the One He gave us, His Son Jesus Christ who is the true God and the true man. The whole system of atheism is a sin. The system of historic-critical theology (HCT), which leads to a loss of the saving faith is a sin. Jehovism is a sin, because its speaking of Christ is similar to the HCT and it rejects Him as the only Saviour (denies His Divinity). Idolatry and uncritical openness to various religions is a sin. All forms of magic, spiritism, divination, folk superstitions and the faith ascribed to them is a sin. We are to believe that our whole life is in God’s hands, and not in hands of some diviner or extrasense who infect us with spiritual powers of darkness. It is dangerous to open oneself to oriental philosophies which speak of so-called chacras, auras, spiritual energies and healing by these energies. It is a big heresy to accept the teaching about reincarnation. These heresies came through the reading of occult literature to which the Church uncritically kept silent and did not warn its believers. Through every sin that we committed we have joined ourselves to the system of the sin of a general human rebellion against God. In place of Artukovitsch you can put your name. This system of the old self was judged and condemned on Golgotha. Jesus took our sins on Himself and the old self, the root of the sin in us, was paralyzed – crucified (Rom 6:4-6). Either you will receive salvation and deliverance  from sin by receiving Christ, or you will reject Him and be condemned together with the whole system. There is no other choice! An example of salvation on Golgotha is the repentant criminal. He admitted his sin, he turned with faith to Jesus and was saved. The other criminal is an example for the condemned. This one mocked Christ and died in impeni-tence, unbelief, in rejection of Christ and thus also of his salvation. Therefore the root of repentance is that every day I turn with my sins to God. When I come to realize my sin, even a small one, through some thought, gesture, word, I have to deny myself, admit it before God’s face and along with it to give Christ even myself in an act of pure love. Then it can be true that to those who love God all things work together for good, so even their sins that push them to Jesus. This is repentance and this is the way of repentance. Justifying sins by means of various modern psychologies does not solve the problem; on the contrary, it separates me from the Saviour. Only the one who admits his sin, needs Christ, so that he can give Him his sins now and again. Jesus said: “Behold, I stand at your door and knock: if any one opens the door, I will come in.” (Rev 3:20) So open to Him and receive Him personally, He will come to your soul. Make this step of faith. Now it is true about you: “To those who received Him, He gave power to become children of God.” (Jn 1:12) You have received Him, now you are a child of God, you have Jesus, in Him you have eternal life, you have passed from death to life! He who has the Son of God has eternal life (right now). “He who does not have the Son of God does not have life. These things I have written to you, that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1Jn 5:10n) Do not forget it, do not doubt it, if you received Lord Jesus, now you already have eternal life! You do not have to fear anything, not even death! Remain faithful to Christ, in Him you have eternal life. Because the spirit of the world, through lies, doubts, unbelief, evil, sin, continually draws us away from Jesus Christ in whom is our eternal life, therefore we must continually walk the way of repentance – again and again returning back to Jesus! This is the only true repentance. 

Repentance for bishops

The greatest obstacle to a revival is the people consecrated to God who do not do what they should do. God gave Jonah His word telling him to call the people of Nineveh to repentance; however, Jonah boarded a ship and travelled in other direction. While he was at rest sleeping, a great storm arose on the sea and there was danger that all would perish. These unconverted people started calling to heaven for salvation and finally they decided to cast lots in order to find out who was to take the main blame for the danger of perishing. The lot fell on Jonah. “What did you do? Which God do you worship?” It was only then that Jonah came to himself and said: “I am a great sinner before God. God gave me a mission to warn a big city and I did not obey. Throw me in the sea and the sea will calm down!” They took him and threw him down in the sea, and the sea calmed down. At that time on board the ship there were fornicators, maybe even murderers. In the moment when they found themselves in the face of death, each of them suddenly realized his sins. Only one man kept calm, Jonah, a servant of God. God was punishing the whole ship due to one God’s man who was not doing what he was to do! What a responsibility before God the people consecrated to Him have for their nation – the bishops, the priests, the religious, who are obliged to witness of Christ by their life and to preach the true faith. Yet, they are most usually doing quite the opposite, fleeing before this duty. People are then right to say – if our shepherds do not repent, do not struggle for faith, for Christ and do not care about salvation of their souls  and souls entrusted to them, then we are not obliged to repent either. 

On 27th August 2002 in the village of Dzublik in Carpatho-Ukraine, the Mother of God appeared to two girls, a 10-year-old O.K. and a 9-year-old M.K. The visionary O.K. had a vision of heaven and hell. When she was asked if she had seen any bishops in hell she said that she had, that there were quite a lot of them. Then she also saw bishops in heaven, but all these were martyrs because they had suffered spiritual martyrdom for their faith. She speaks of true and false bishops. Here the point is not the trueness of their episcopal consecration but of their life. Nowadays true bishops can only be martyrs. And there is a big truth in it; for in present times being a bishop and keeping silent, neglecting one’s shepherd’s duty – to provide the sheep with eternal life by turning them to living Christ and to provide them with true spiritual food, which is the Word of God – is a great wrong. Next the shepherds are obliged to protect their sheep against wolves which are represented by heretics and heresies preached through a theology of death (HCT) and the lifestyle arising from it, this being against the Ten Commandments and against the Christian morals. The shepherds are obliged to mediate a revival and spiritual life in their diocese, to fill the key posts with pious and faithful priests worthy of following. To encourage them in perseverance, to admonish and likewise strenghten the weak. This is the task of  a good shepherd, not to fear the wolves, just like the Holy Father! Not to fear suffering for Christ, be a martyr that asserts God’s justice and a renewal of everything in Christ. Supposing that a bishop stands up for a true and faithful priest or religious against those who have the spirit of the world, this is nowadays a heroism having the nature of martyrdom. The ultimate decision as to the apparition in Dzublik will be pronounced by the Church, yet this will probably last several years. In any case, this vision holds a deep truth. It is not important whether the vision was sensual or spiritual. The fact is that bishops are thereby called to a true conversion and a way of repentance. This refers not only to the bishops from Ukraine, but to bishops all over the world without exception. Nowadays you will either be as a bishop martyr for Christ or you will be condemned. God has called you and given you the grace to holiness, and if you reject you will bury the talents given. Then the Judge will say to you: “You wicked servant, depart from Me into eternal fire, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” To the question why we are constantly praying for bishops in the Liturgy the visionary replied: “So that they could be holy – martyrs, and not go to hell.” How much evil is done by an unconverted bishop who does not want to repent, who abuses his authority against Christ and the Church. 

Repentance for religious persons

These people have consecrated themselves to God. Unfortunately, since there was no clear word said in relation to the First Commandment, there came a darkening and monasteries began to be penetrated by the spirit of the world, spirit of consumption, spirit of pharisaism and spiritual pride, and the spirit of repentance and prayer has disappeared. Instead of it there came a heresy of activity, or of a false spiritual formation, e.g. a kind of so-called Eastern spirituality which in recent years has been connected with various psychological methods (justification of sin,  a man-formator looking into the eyes of a religious sister for an hour…). Standing behind these methods there is the spirit of the world, the spirit of the New Age, which began to liquidate spiritual life and that particularly after the establishment of the Patriarchal Commission for Religious headed by the American s. Dia Stasiuk, OSBM. External activities without the spirit of repentance are the same thing as when the dead are burying their own dead. So-called congresses for religious are just places where one artificially solves problems; however, they give not the least space for a living testimony of Christ, one can speak of no true repentance even here. The spirit that rules there reveals that this is a way of internal decay of religious life. Exterior clothing and exterior forms cannot substitute for the reality that noone is looking for a living relation to God through repentance, that the spirit of repentance has disappeared and monasteries are thus losing their testimonial character. What can it help that there are various financial grants sent from abroad to building repairs if the spirit of repentance is disappearing from them.  It is peculiar,  what does the fact that a woman is the head over religious have to do with the Eastern spirituality? Several times this was brought to the notice of Cardinal Huzar; however, he keeps silent whereby he is actually approving of this all. 

Men’s orders likewise are losing the essence of religious life because the spirit of truth, repentance, the spirit of interior prayer has disappeared. Reciting office is not sufficient to one’s personal relation to God, this cannot substitute for a contemplative prayer. Every religious person should take a task to pray one hour daily – to spend one hour with Jesus (see Four Words from Ukraine, www.community.org.ua). Certainly, there are exceptions, these but suffer the pressure of those who do not want to follow Christ and do not allow others to do so either. Supposing that religious persons really got converted, lived a life of true interior prayer and witnessed of Christ, there would come a great evangelization and spiritual revival. For by their unconvertedness and lukewarmness they are the biggest hindrance to a spiritual revival for the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) as well as for Ukraine! The blame for their refusal of witnessing to Christ and suffering for Him is great. Jesus wept over Jerusalem and weeps over each religious brother and sister that did not know the time of his or her visitation. 

Repentance for priests

Repentance for priests most of all means to renounce the spirit of HCT and false respect for other religions, to keep away from the false spirit of Focolare, that is the spirit of Jezebel, to fight against the spirit of hypocrisy – pharisaism, unhealthy materialism, but the first what remains is to find time for Jesus in prayer. Give your sins to Him and also solve your concrete problems with Him. You will then have experience that cannot be given by any book and by any person. Jesus will be teaching you but you have to count upon Him in earnest. If you cannot go to church every day, make a little chapel in your home. All this is a conversion for you. After your conversion, first of all try to bring conversion into your family so that it could serve as an example of a life of faith for the whole parish; afterwards, work towards a rebirth of traditional faith into aliving one rooted in Christ and His Gospel. Seek for an opportunity for your parish to have a living recollection which would turn people to living Christ and would make their lives change. Establish prayer-groups in your parish whose members will at the same time reflect upon God’s Word, how to actualize it in their lives. See to the risks which at the beginning of a spiritual revival are connected with the spiritual immaturity of people, so that all this could well leaven out and so that in each community the parish could have a spirit of sound piety, that there could always be a fire of true faith and pure love to Christ. Moreover, what is vital here is a frank cooperation with other priests. Do not worry about money. The labourer is worthy of his wages. God will take care of you and your matters providing that you give Him the first place. The second place is for your family and the third one for your parish. This is a historic task. Unless there comes an awakening in your parish, there will come an apostasy from Christ (sects, jehovists, spirit of the world). Start praying for your family and parish in real earnest, start seeking God’s face in truth. Start practising “holy hour” in your family and “prayer-groups” in your parish and join it yourself. By this way of your own example you will prepare the way for Christ to the souls He has entrusted to you, just like John the Baptist. For a priest that teaches at theological faculty there is a still greater necessity to really be a man of God, to perceive the pains of the Church and the dangers related with modern theology. He should find time for one hour with Jesus. A model for a revival and formation in seminaries is presented in the book Four Words from Ukraine, read it more times. Do not be a bad example of immodesty or insensitiveness to your believers. The conversion in your parish depends upon your conversion. There is no other way. One day you will render accounts, and it may be very soon. 

Repentance for believers

Families

Family is the foundation of society as well as of the Church. If family is sound, then also the Church and the nation are sound. Begin to pray the “holy hour” (from 20°°-21°°) in your homes, if possible in common. Do not let yourselves be enslaved by television. Join the prayer-groups, pray the prayer-guards, keep Sunday in the way that beside the Holy Liturgy you will spend time in a community with other families (prayer, God’s Word, testimonies…) (cf. Acts 2:42). Then through these sound foundations God will give you stability, faithfulness and protection for you and your children. Yet the primary step is your personal conversion. Without it the rest will not be possible. Receive Christ as your Lord and Saviour during the spiritual recollestion. Be witnesses, martyres in the place you are!

Doctors

Nowadays medicine has been infiltrated with charlatanry through a so-called alternative medicine. This appeals to the fact that doctors do not have a personal approach to the patient. Sometimes it may be partially true. Give your lives to Jesus in a recollection that leads to a deep conversion. Receive the same Spirit as the apostles and the Christian physicians likewise (Cosma, Damian and others) had. Be professionals indeed – break up with charlatanry even if it is connected with business. Do not be afraid, “the laborer is worthy of his wages” (Lk 10:17), if you work for God, He will take care of you. However, if you will open souls to demonic influences through pseudomedicine (acupuncture, homoeopathy, hypnosis, healing by energies etc.; see the book Alternative Medicine, Options and Risks, Prague, 1995, Karel Heřt, MD. DSc. and col.) you will call down a curse upon you and your patients. By your attitude and word give a testimony about God. The ancient physicians had a motto: Doctor heals but God gives health. And this is a big truth which you certainly have witnessed many times. Pray God to give you not only wisdom but also a gift of healing and a gift of identifying the disease and its root, often even a spiritual one (unforgiveness, self-pity, negative influence of a diviner, extrasense etc.). Be apostles, too, and work for God in the place you are. As physicians who converted wholly to Christ, start your own professional meetings and a journal, fight on the field of medicine against the charlatans who are abusing medicine by means of business. This is heroism many times equal to spiritual martyrdom. Nothing can be fought out without heroes! Be brave, be full of the Spirit of God, venerate the Holy Virgin. Let your hospital have a small chapel where you could come at least for a short prayer every day. 

Teachers

Dear Christian teachers, for you the first and the most important step is to convert entirely to Lord Jesus Christ to receive Him as your personal Saviour and Lord and to give Him whole your life, so that then you could also work for Him. You are working with no dead material but with human souls. It is you especially who influence what the future generation of our nation will be like. It is not enough just to one-sidedly influence the mind; however, it is also needful to purify and improve hearts of the children entrusted. After your conversion you should receive the Holy Spirit like the apostles that means be baptised by the Holy  Spirit and fire and become a martyr, a witness to Christ and to the eternal, new life with Him. Words encourage, examples work miracles. You need an exchange of the spirit. You need the fire of a divine zealousness and pure love to Christ; and this God will be giving to you proportionally to your zealousness and faith! Work for God, you are thus working for the nation – for its spiritual resurrection and salvation! How to work except that you will witness in front of the children of spiritual values, of God, of moral heroism? So, that you will point at evil as at evil and at good as at true heroism. The souls entrusted need to be given moral values. Man is man by the principles he has. The world, the mass-media are promoting a cult of violence, impurity, cynicism and terror. You must point at true, eternal values which bring peace, happiness to the individual, the family, the nation. These true and eternal values are built on a rock which is represented by Christ, and not by some guru, Harry Potter or some chacras or oriental philosophies. 

It is necessary to realize that the spiritual environment you are set into nowadays requires God-rooted personalities, otherwise you will not have strength to fulfil your mission. It is therefore vital for you to find at least one hour daily for an interior prayer – a dialogue with God. Further it is important to keep Sunday, that means, beside the Liturgy to have at least one hour of common prayer in a small community and here also at least one hour of collective study of the Word of God and its interpretation – however, not in the spirit of HCT but in God’s Spirit. Then at the end to encourage one another, again at least one hour, by a testimony of faith from the last week. Besides, it would be needful for the Christian teachers to meet together at least once a month and seek the light from God and God’s will what to do for the collective work towards a renewal of Ukraine. You should set up a league of Christian teachers where you would try to watch negative phenomena in the society which have an impact on children and youth, and then you could struggle to put through that in journals, television and literature these negative pressures coming from the West (negative music, magic, divination…) were brought to light and parents and children could thus be warned. It would be very needful, too, to start your own school-journal for a publication of articles that would promote the truth and a sound order leading to Christ and protecting spiritual life. On the contrary, vices and immorality ruining the spiritual and moral life would be pilloried there. In case the situation required it and it were necessary to fight for the nation as martyrs, then it is the teachers who should write petitions, organize demonstrations against the terror of dangerous influences and thus defend the defenceless. One must use all means permitted in order to assert God’s laws and God’s order. In present times we are exposed to a one-sided terror of false spiritual streams which are destroying not only an individual but liquidate also families, nation and bring in a spirit of death. To fight those who destroy the souls of children, youth, nation, is your solemn duty. Wake up and do not be dead Christians. Take those most noble ideals for your own and do not let yourself be shattered even by the Church pharisees. Show the beauty of a vital Christianity, the joy and courage to bear in yourself the One who died and rose from the dead for us and in Whom you have eternal life. These are the most precious values. Only the fullness of the received Holy Spirit will open to you the Holy Scripture, the tradition of saints and also your irreplaceable task in the place where you are. Be a living Gospel, be God’s warriors for the souls of our youth, love them, pray for them. The eternal reward is prepared for you in heaven. Do not be afraid, start, the time has come which will never come back. This is a historic moment! Start!!!

Psychologists

Also you, as well as the teachers, begin to fight for the immortal souls. Without a personal conversion and without receiving the Spirit of Christ in the place of the spirit of the world it is not possible. One needs to make a balance, what is and what is not good in the contemporary psychology. It is necessary to submit the teaching of Jung, Freud, Maslow… to a solid criticism, for nowadays, through various kinds of psychology Christianity has been penetrated by a spirit of decay. It is therefore necessary to discern in front of God’s face what really leads to edification, what is sound, and what is infected with some different spirituality. Do not be afraid, fight in your branch as well as the teachers. 

Youth

Dear youth, you are a hope of our nation. You have a sense for high ideals. The highest ideal was given to us by God Himself who came to this earth to become man from His love to us, He took our sins on Himself and delivered us from the most cruel slaver, from Satan. Jesus broke his bonds. This victory is in Jesus. In Him is the true freedom! It will be of no help making political take-overs or revolutions, it is necessary to make a spiritual revolution, and begin with yourself. Then to bring the Spirit of evangelical revolution into schools and society. Who of you wants to be unhappy? Probably no one of us. Everyone wants to be happy here and also after death. Yet, the real happiness you will find in noone and in nothing, neither in wealth, nor in career… sooner or later at the bottom of that all you will find emptiness, loneliness! Everyone wants to be happy in marriage, have a lot of children, an ideal family. Without Christ this is impossible, but not so with Him! Therefore receive Him wholly, seek to know Him through the Word of God, through a living community. “…young men, you are strong, and the Word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.” (1Jn 2:14) Stand up against the moral decay which is coming as a spiritual terror from the West. It is pornography, homosexuality, opening oneself to destructive cults even up to satanism. To be good and reasonable is hard but to be a Christ’s witness and warrior is much harder; however, here the Spirit of God will give you strength. Open yourself wholly to God, stand up against evil and sin. Be original! Do not let yourself be rolled over by immoral music which disposes you to the spirit of violence, impurity etc. Be critical and stand up against the oriental philosophies and against pagan religions which do not lead to salvation. The good presented in them is just a trap to make you fall away from the true life you have in Christ. Start a spiritual revolution, start from yourself. Do not let yourself be suffocated with the pharisaic and other spirits which will obstruct you in conversion and in living a full life with Christ. Noone else will give you this joy and happiness but Jesus! The sureness that you have the One who is the Highest Lord, who has loved you, died for you and is with you and in you is the most precious thing. St. Paul in the Epistle to the Philippians is calling: “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, rejoice! The Lord is at hand.” He is in you. No martial art (aikido, tae-kwon-do…), no oriental meditations will deliver you from loneliness and abandonment, but Jesus will give you what you are longing for in the depth of your soul – a pure unselfish love. 

Prepare yourself responsibly and morally for a good marriage, pray for your future partner. Trust in God, work for Him. Save your friends from the world and from the slavery of sin and death. Bring them a testimony, fight for their salvation. Let all universities in Ukraine be a centre of missions for Jesus. Begin from yourself, find someone and then fight together! Jesus will be amidst! (see the book www.community.org.ua)

Journalists, mass-media workers

One needs to make a reflection: who, in fact, do I want to work for – for God or for Devil? Do I want my work to lead to a real enforcement of truth, justice, to protect the defenceless, to provide people with things that edificate, encourage them, or do I want to keep abreast with the trend of times, and destroy moral values because it is modern and comes from the West? Without conversion you will not find the meaning of your work. You should be the voice of the nation’s conscience and enforce general and sound values. You should educate the nation, you should be its prophets. You should have a courage to stand up for justice but above all for that of God, the eternal one. Work for God, as the Holy Virgin  called for it upon the Ukrainian nation. The spirit of God will give you strength to be the martyres, to be able to witness of real, eternal values and suffer for them, and even to have your head cut off  for them! Do not be afraid, to work for God is to work for the nation and once you end the good fight of life you will obtain the greatest reward for it. You are to be God’s prophets in the nation. You are to fight against those false prophets who, regrettably to say, are found even among the people consecrated to God. Do not let yourself be discouraged by them from the way of following the most noble ideal which Jesus gave to us and also showed us how to realize it. Remember, for a period of thousand years whole generations in this country lived, suffered, struggled and died as those who were grafted on Christ. A living Christianity brings a paradise on earth, unfortunately, the cancer which is in the body of Christianity – the pharisaism – destroys the life of God in its core. Do not be pharisees. Be a living gospel! Fight the evil and sin both in you and within the nation. 

Politicians

In Poland, Cardinal Glemb and President Walensa were presented with magic wreaths from Dalai-Lama who regards himself a reincarnated God equal with Jesus Christ, who but is the Only Saviour. Poland lost a Catholic president, the Church faced a process of vehement apostasy from Catholic faith and this process continues even further. Noone has so far made any public repentance of this “innocent act”. In recent years a certain US president was turning to diviners, which not only had a negative impact upon the US policy but the fruit was also natural disasters. Tony Blair, the British Prime Minister, underwent a rite of dedication to divinities in a pagan temple. The kings of Israel often turned to pagan religious practices. For this sin not only them but the whole nation was punished with diseases, disasters, wars and finally they were exiled from their country to Babylon. We are calling upon all Ukrainian politicians, if they had opened themselves to a demonic spirit through a visit of even a “pious” diviner who is hung with rosaries and holy pictures, to renounce that spirit, repent of it and not to turn to these devil’s servants any more. This is a heavy sin against the First Commandment. First of all we are urging the Christian politicians: realize that Ukraine is neither a mohammedan nor hinduist nor buddhist nor an atheistic state; however, for thousand years since the times of Prince Vladimir it has been a Christian nation. And today the point is whether it will remain so even further or will fall away from the living Christ, and then great punishments will come upon the whole nation. This responsibility for millions of Ukrainians, contemporary as well as future ones, is in your hands, in the hands of politicians. It is necessary to solve the issues of the economy, endeavour after a moral recovery of the youth (protection against pornography, drugs, alcoholism, problems with playing automats), endeavour after healthy educative programmes in the educational system, in television - censorship of programmes that lead to a moral decay. It is necessary to endeavour after a recovery of families, warn against the spread of dangerous sects, give, as a politician, a good example of your social and family life. All this is an inevitable requisite but do not forget that you are weak people and therefore to all this every one of you needs not only an inspiration from God but also the strength and help through His blessing! So, do not forget to turn in  prayer to the Holy Trinity and to the Holy Virgin. So did St.Vladimir and the nation changed. 

Polarization in the Church

What made us write the preceding letters and why are we writing this draft? Enemies of Christ within the Church abuse the authority given by the Church to morally kill the faithful of Christ and call them rebels and disobedient. Whenever there is someone who is himself avoiding repentance and the suffering for Christ and calls the faithful priests disobedient, then as a rule it is him who is disobedient to Christ and the Church. His aim is a career and obstructs a true purification of God’s people through repentance. 

The situation is such that in the name of the Eastern spirituality one is not destroying only some Christian tradition, as it appears at first sight, but what is being destroyed is the root of the whole Christianity, the souls are gradually and insidiously being separated from the living Christ and thus led to eternal perdition! This is not a trifle! There is a being or a not being, life or death at stake here. For this all is leading to a spiritual death of an individual as well as of Christ’s Church. That is why we are pointing at a betrayal of people consecrated to God. This is a very serious matter. We as members of the UGCC who are persecuted, crucified for Christ and His Gospel are longing that you, believers, remained members of our UGCC and at the same time that you were preserved  from the spiritual destruction. The first thing that we have at heart is both our and your eternal salvation. “There is salvation in no one else” (Acts 4:12), only in Jesus Christ, but without conversion and repentance no one will be saved. All kinds of reforms realized in our Church are realized without true repentance. They do not aim at a deeper communion with Jesus but are mostly an escape from the right way. The only foundation, that is Jesus, is inconspicuosly shifted aside and a different foundation is foisted in. A few days ago there was Institute of Ecumenism established, headed by president Dr. I. Dacko. Here we are no longer called the UGCC, but the Kyiv Church. Nothing against this title, yet what kind of spirit and what aim is hidden behind this term and policy? A spirit that leads to the loss of our identity by means of a separation from the Holy Father – a schism! Today, when our Church is facing an internal apostasy from Christ and the world is attacking souls by immense pressures, instituting ecumenism is either a foolishness or a manoeuvre with a liquidation aim. A substitution for the false ecumenism should be in a collective fight of Christians against the New Age, atheism and demoralization of the nation. All Christians could have a common TV channel through which they would preach the living Christ to those who do not know Him, so that they could be saved. A parable: we can imagine a ball in whose centre is Jesus, on the surface there are only Christian Churches which confess Christ as the only Saviour and Lord. Each of them must launch out into the deep. That means through a solid repentance to proceed to the centre and thus there will come a real Biblical unity for which Jesus prayed in the night before His death (Jn 17). Ecumenism without Christ and without the spirit of repentance is either a uniformity, a false humanism, or a nowadays promoted so-called globalization having for its object to unite all in one religion where Jesus will no longer be the centre and the aim. This is a way of apostasy, the way to hell, the way of renouncing Christ. The expression: “all of you Orthodox” and similar orthodoxizing reforms are just a means, some kind of the first phase with an aim – to gradually destroy the power of the Spirit, which is behind a clear consciousness of the Greek-Catholic identity, up to completely forcing it out. Afterwards, the spiritless Church is disposed for the second phase – for an adoption of the spirit of the New Age (of a universal religion) – and thus already to a total apostasy from the true Christianity. 

A certain man rejected to subscribe to the petition of identity saying: “In the West the Orthodox have already united with the Holy Father and now all believers, even hinduists and buddhists will be uniting with us.” This is the fruit of a systematic dulling and of a loss of one’s identity up to syncretism! In comparison with that to be a schismatic, that means to become an Orthodox, is still a virtue because one remains a Christian, but is only torn from the visible unity with the Holy Father. However, to be an apostate is a betrayal, renouncement of Christ and thus also of eternal life, and this is what we are led to by a step-by-step reform behind which stands Cardinal L. Huzar with his team. We prayed for him and asked our gracious God to give us a word of prophecy for him and his activity. We were given this word and passed it to him and to witnesses (to all UGCC bishops and to Cardinal A. Sodano, the secretary of the Holy Father). The word to him is harsh. His attitude towards Christ is explained by an example of war: some officers covertly stand up against their own nation and against their general and give their subordinates orders which destroy their own nation. After this treason is revealed, they are brought up before the martial court and shot. This abuse of power is called a crime of high treason. And it is similar with the Church. Even if it were a cardinal that liquidates the Church, then believers are obliged to turn directly to the Holy Father and ask for his punishment. The evidence of the activities of Cardinal L. Huzar and his closest co-workers, of their covert liquidation of the UGCC, is numerous (see the letter to the Holy Father, 28th July 2005). The point here is crimes against the substance of the faith and liquidation of all that is living within the Church. 

Yes, this what we did and what we are doing is a spiritual revolution; not against Christ, not against the faithful in the Church, but against the enemies of the UGCC in its very centre, who are destroying souls by abusing the authority entrusted. In front of God, who will judge us as well as you, in front of all Christians in this nation, in front of the whole Ukrainian nation we are calling upon you all: “Repent, and believe in the Gospel! ” (Mk 1:15) Believe in the Gospel of Christ, not in some apostles with the spirit of Judas who are servants of evil, “for Satan disguises himself as an angel of light” (2Cor 11:14), so that he could kill and murder souls. In this historical time one is facing the question of existence or non-existence not only of the UGCC but even of Christianity in this nation. Besides, there is also a question of the future of the whole Ukraine, whether it will receive Jesus Christ as its only Saviour and Highest Lord or it will incline to Antichrist and his teaching! Regrettably, the spirit of the world and the spirit of the New Age already began to internally poison and are further paralyzing not only our small UGCC but also the whole Ukraine. Therefore, the only way to salvation is the way of conversion, the way of an exodus from Egypt, from the house of slavery, where our old nature unites with the spirit of lie. In this slavery is everyone who has not wholly resolved to follow Christ and to fully receive His Gospel and His Spirit! “Who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.” (Rom 8:9) Unfortunately we have to state that Cardinal L. Huzar and his closest co-workers, who are destroying Christ’s Church, do not have the Spirit of Christ. And unfortunately, Cardinal L. Huzar is not the only cardinal within the Church who does not have the Spirit of Christ. These are those two-legged wolves whom the Holy Father Benedict XVI. mentioned in his inaugural speech. We believe that not only the Holy Father but also other believers who in every nation are persecuted and killed for Christ, will raise a banner for the internal purification of the Church from false shepherds who are wolves in a sheep’s clothing. The Holy Father said: “Pray for me so that I am not afraid of the wolves!” The number of these wolves within the Church is not small. What is necessary is polarization, a process of unmasking, to reveal who is who! Who is serving Christ and who is serving Antichrist. These enemies make themselves look like our saviours and saviours of the Church. What kind of steps do they take? 

1) By means of lies and intrigues they blacken those who are faithful to Christ and to the Church. Then they incite believers against them so that these would themselves condemn them. 

2) Finally these murderers of souls perform a mass- and already hindranceless killing of souls entrusted to them. 

This spirit has always had an influence wheneveer there was a real spiritual fight for purification or liquidation of the Church in every nation. At present time it brings liquidation of the UGCC according to the same methods. 

If this spirit of lie managed to manipulate people against Christ Himself, the more easily it will be able to perform this manipulation against all faithful followers of Christ. This spirit of pharisaism and death is destroying Christ and His mystical body. The misled crowd is deceived and cries: “Crucify!” - crucify Christ and those who follow Him. So even this letter will be a witness on the Day of God’s Judgement whether you let yourself be misled and put up to kill those little ones who follow Jesus.

In the name of God the authority entrusted is standing up against God. In the name of Christ it stands up against Christ. In the name of the Church it stands up against the Church. In the name of the Holy Father it stands up against the Holy Father. This is a crime and treason to God and the Church. By this the whole local (national) Church is endangered. Unless this disguised treason is revealed, then one can neither stop the liquidation process the consequence of which is apostasy from the living God and eternal perdition of many. 

You are asking in what authority and in whose name do we dare to point at the abuse of authority within the Church? We reply: In the name of Christ who shed His blood for the Church! In the name of the Holy Trinity, in the name of all prophets, apostles and martyrs we are defending the Church against traitors. We are turning to the highest authority in the Church which has been given to the Holy Father. Similarly as it was done by St. Basil who was turning to the Holy Father when the heresy of Arianism was destroying the Eastern Church and bishops were betraying and through obedience drawing with themselves to Arianism the whole flock entrusted to them. We are turning to the Holy Father and calling on every member of the UGCC in Ukraine to do the same through the petition of identity of the UGCC. We are turning to the Holy Father, so that he could inquire into the policy of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches which in the name of the Holy Father is issuing such decrees that are against the Holy Father and lead to the liquidation of our UGCC. This liquidation policy is also performed by the Head of the UGCC, Cardinal L. Huzar. That is why we propose that the Holy Father likewise inquire into the activities of Cardinal L. Huzar and give us as the Head of the UGCC a man who really belongs to Christ, true in belief, who has moral authority and in these hard times will lead our Church towards a spiritual revival and spiritual resurrection. After revealing the whole background, we ask the Holy Father to prohibit calling us Orthodox in the Liturgy. By our signature under the petition we also acknowledge our supreme authority in the person of the Roman Pontiff, nowadays Benedict XVI. 

Conclusion

Who will have an interest to fight against this call for repentance and against this petition? Those who have the pharisaical spirit, whether among the religious, priests or believers, those will like serpents repeat cunning phrases, e.g. “it’s primitive”, “it’s a lampoon”, “it’s ruining the Church”, “the authors are disobedient”… We obey the Church which has the apostolic teaching and whose visible Head is the Pope. We are not ruining the Church, but suffering for it. However, those who accuse us are disobedient because they are pursuing their interests and by their disobedience to the principal truths of faith and morals they are standing up aganist God, the Church and against the Holy Father. For these proud people even the Gospel is primitive, though it is God’s Word and therefore so extraordinarily deep.

The word lampoon signifies a pile of lies behind which there is a spirit of lie. Behind the call for repentance is the Spirit of truth, the Holy Spirit, and this makes a difference. The spirit working through the Church pharisees leads believers away from repentance. The Spirit of God emphasizes repentance, awakening and purification of the individual as well as of the Church. 

(This draft takes account of the reader being acquainted with the content of the book Four Words from Ukraine – www.community.org.ua)

What to do?

1. Create at least one, or rather three prayer-groups; 24 people take 24 hours of the day. They pray for 10 days within a month. I. from 1-10th; II. from 11-20th; III. from 21-31st. This is a constant prayer. All members pray daily (at home) together from 20°°-21°°. At 21°° priests give a blessing for ill people and, above all, for all members of the prayer-groups. Throughout the whole year we are praying for a spiritual awakening and resurrection of Ukraine. 

2. Support the petition of identity of the UGCC to the Holy Father.

Elaborated by fathers of the Pidhirci Monastery

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk, ThLic., OSBM

P.S. We were informed that by the date of 27th September 2005 the petition had been signed by 1012 believers. We are sending this draft together with the petition to all bishops of the UGCC, all monasteries, all priests, and in English to all congregations and cardinals and to the Holy Father. 

Petition of identity and faithfulness to the Holy Father

Ukraine 28th August 2005

The Feast of Dormition of the Holy Virgin

His Holiness

Benedict XVI.

Supreme Pontiff

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Holiness,

we, the faithful of the UGCC (note: Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church), do not agree with the acting of Cardinal Lubomir Huzar who says that he can see no difference between the Orthodox and the Greek-Catholic Church and forces our priests in the Holy Liturgy to call us “Orthodox”. In Ukraine, this word is consciously abused to realize the policy of the Patriarchate of Moscow as well as of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, which is performed by Cardinal Huzar. Their common aim is to deprive the UGCC of its identity (see results from Balamand). In such a way the UGCC is to be dissolved in the Moscowian Orthodox Church and this is then a gradual and intended schism.

Calling us, Greek-Catholic believers, “Orthodox”, one comes to lose the feeling of unity with You, Your Holiness, - unity for which martyrs in the past paid so dearly. This covert manipulation is at the same time opening our mind (especially that of the youth) to religious relativism and thus also to the antichristi-an spirit of the New Age movement coming from the West. That spirit puts Christianity on one level with modern paganism. This is the driving motive why we support the spiritual programme presented by the fathers of the Pidhirci monastery in their book “Four Words from Ukraine” (www.community.org.ua).

We are no Orthodox (that means members of the Orthodox Church not united with You), we are Greek Catholics. Our fathers and mothers suffered for this faithfulness and many of them even sacrificed their lives as martyrs. This is our greatest spiritual treasure. We do not deny that the word “Orthodox” has more meanings; however, on the whole, this term is nowadays understood as belonging to the Orthodox Church. We also do not agree with the forcible latinization which often leads to the loss of national as well as religious identity. 

Your Holiness, we so much ask You that by Your authority You prohibit calling us “Orthodox” in the Holy Liturgy, because this word hurts us, brings division and is connected with schism. 

Your Holiness, we also ask You to consider the activity of the employees of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches as well as of Cardinal Huzar, and to choose as the Head of our Patriarchal UGCC such a person who has an authority of morals and true faith. 

With devotion we ask for Your Apostle’s blessing.

Elaborated by fathers of the Pidhirci Monastery

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk, ThLic., OSBM

It is possible to send the petition directly to His Holiness:
Sua Santità

Benedictus XVI. 

Città del Vaticano 

00120 

Italia

or to use contact addresses:
Vasyl Kaminskyi

Ivan Fedorov St. 1/1 

79008 Lviv

Ukraine

Oleh Heleta

Shevchenko Prospect 26/4,b

79005 Lviv

Ukraine
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