Request for a change of the resolution

Pidhirtsi (Ukraine)

2nd September 2006 

Card. Tarsicio Bertone

State Secretary, Vatican 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

Your Eminence, 

we ask You for a change of the resolution of the State Secretariate (Card. A. Sodano) Prot. N. 17.198 from 2nd May 2006, by which our request to the Holy Father was said to have been rejected by the Holy Father and transmitted to the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura (see letters of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura Prot. N. 36626-9/04 CA from 11th August 2006).

For comprehension of this matter we send: 

1) Our request (appeal) to the Supreme Pontiff, dated 1st September 2005. 

2) Our recourse against the resolution of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, dated 10th March 2006. 

3) Our reply to the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura, dated 17th June 2006. 

4) Letter of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura (Prot. N. 36627/04 CA), which contains the same text in the case of all of us. 

5) For comprehension of the whole matter it is also good to read our letters to the cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church on www.community.org.ua. 

Card. A. Sodano unfortunately has an interest in our liquidation because we publicly exposed his abuse of the Church office (see www.community.org.ua)! That is why we are quite afraid that the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura will make a trial of their own similarly as it was done by the OSBM General Superior Fr. Basil Koubetch and Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches Mons. A. Veglio! 

Mons. A. Vallini (Prefect of the Apostolic Signatura since 2005, with the title of Cardinal since 2006, formerly Bishop of Albano in 2000-2004), who is a personal friend of Card. A. Sodano, will thereby not condemn only us alone but especially what we proclaim – the true Catholic teaching and a genuine personal relation to Christ. 

Your Eminence, we kindly ask for Your help and intercession to the Holy Father. By 1st November 2006 we are to reply to the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura and present our advocate – procurator (see enclosure), whom we do not know at all and who probably will not have courage to help us and stand up for the truth and justice. 

Therefore we so much ask You that the Holy Father himself treat our case in accordance with CCEO can. 1059, or that the Holy Father appoint new judges who would justly decide the whole matter.

We ask that the Holy Father, if he would consider it a good for the Church, on the basis of CCEO can. 412, 433 and 434 establish for us in Ukraine a sui iuris monastery of pontifical right and enable us to transfer to it. It would be best if he could exempt the Monastery of Annunciation of the Holy Virgin Mary in Pidhirtsi, in which we now live, from the OSBM centralization and subordinate it directly to him. We also ask that the life-long superior (archimandrite) of this monastery, elected by us and affirmed by the Holy Father, should have episcopal consecration following the ancient monastic tradition, and at the same time that he should be encharged with the task of Apostolic Visitator for religious men and women in Ukraine. 

We thank for Your help and ask for Your blessing and prayer.

In Christ devoted to You, 

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Fr. Roman V. Šelepko ThLic. OSBM

Address: OSBM Monastery, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lviv region, Ukraine 

