Request for ceasing persecutions and discrimination

Apostolic Nunciature

Msgr. I. Yurkovych 
Apostolic Nuncio

Kyiv, Ukraine

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Excellency,

we, the sisters of the contemplative Monastery of St. Elias the Prophet, turn to You with an urgent plea for help.

Already for a longer time we have been exposed to certain discrimination on the part of state authorities. The point is that 20 of our sisters do not have Ukrainian citizenship. Some of them have lived here for more than 10 years. According to the current laws between Ukraine and the Czech and the Slovak Republics (CR and SR), the mutual contact is visa-free. After crossing the border, the citizen of CR or SR might stay in Ukraine for 3 years. He just needs to have his stay prolonged in Lvov. We always had this registration made without any problems before. Now our sisters have to cross the border every three months (and to return back immediately afterwards) because the visa department in Lvov complicates their registration, referring to the Church. We have a suspicion that in the background stands some Church authority. It would be a big shame on the part of the Church to abuse state authorities by means of bribes and to unlawfully trouble our innocent sisters. 

It is quite painful for us, for as sisters of contemplative life we have to leave our monastery and stand in a long queue on the border, and again, when we return back right afterward, we have to wait in a queue in the opposite direction, regardless of adverse weather conditions, which in fact is the least trouble. Certainly, we will gladly make this sacrifice, compared with the suffering of the Lord Jesus it is nothing; nonetheless, we want to ask You to write a recommendation for us, wherein as the supreme ecclesiastical authority in Ukraine and as the representative of the Holy Father in this country You would ask the visa officials to cease these persecutions and this discrimination against us.

We thank You very much and sincerely pray for You and Your service.

In Christ,

Sisters of the Monastery of St. Elias the Prophet

Bryukhovychi, February 12, 2008

