Request for help

1st September 2005 Pidhirci (Ukraine)

Mons. Frans Daneels

Acting Substitute Secretary

Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Excellency,

we are very thankful to You for Your letters from 15th April 2005 and 20th August 2005 (Prot N. 36627/04 CA…) Regrettably, the Congregation for the Oriental Churches has not even once responded to any of our requests or recourses, though there is such a serious matter in question. The Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura has by now replied to us twice. We are really thankful for this help and the information needed. 

According to our time records, the Apostolic visitator appointed by the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, informed us of his appointment and visitation on 5th July 2005 – so, in the case of fathers Eliáš A. Dohnal, ThD., OSBM, Metoděj R. Špiřík, ThD., OSBM and Roman V. Šelepko, ThLic., OSBM, after the expiration of the time limits mentioned in the CCEO can. 1002 and 1518. 

This issue should be clarified with the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. However, there is no communication with us from their side. 

We also want to ask You whether we have a right to have our advocate at the visitation and whether we have a right to demand a protocol to be made about the visitation. If so, why did the Apostolic visitator refuse both the former and the latter on 9th July 2005? 

We also do not understand why the Tribunal of the Roman Rota has not once replied to our request for an assistance of the court (from 19th December 2004, 20th January 2005 and 1st March 2005). Please, help us. 

We are quite worried about one particular thing: 

The Congregation for the Oriental Churches has no good will to help us (rather the contrary). The Roman Rota Tribunal gives no reply. The Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura, according to the information available to us, makes just annulments of incorrect decisions of individual Congregations, but it itself performs no court treatments. 

If at last, on the base of objective facts (imaginary guilt and violation of legal procedure), the Congregation for the Oriental Churches declares the decrees of our dismissal from OSBM to be invalid, our situation will not be solved: In fact, we have perpetual vows and want to live as monks even futher; however, in this situation, from a psychological-moral aspect, it is impossible for us to remain as members of the OSBM. There will be noone to care for our rehabilitation (compensation) and we will thus be left at the mercy of the OSBM superiors. 

We so much ask You to end this suffering of ours as well as the still more growing scandal among believers. We would be glad if this painful conflict could be settled without any trial and without discrediting our superiors who took several covert steps so greatly compromising the Catholic Church. This settlement of the conflict may be performed  directly by the Holy Father.

What would be just and human is to establish for those of us who live in Ukraine a monastery “sui iuris” on the base of the CCEO can. 412, 433, 434, in Sokalo, Lviv or Kolomyja eparchy (Ukraine), where we would be included. In this way everything would be settled. This was what we applied for at the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and at our General superiors one year ago; however, instead of a positive or negative reply there followed a groundless monstrous process with a subsequent exclusion from the OSBM. 

As for us, it would be most ideal if this sui iuris monastery was established in the Monastery in Pidhirci where we now live and where we performed our mission for two years. The local believers would be encouraged very much thereby. However, there would have to be an agreement made between us and the OSBM about the use of their building e.g. for 10 years. 

Therefore, we kindly ask You that by Your authority and with Your recommendation, on the basis of the CCEO can. 1059, You pass our letter, which we enclose, to the Holy Father, His Holiness Benedict XVI. In this letter we tried to clarify our situation and to present our request. 

We thank for Your favour and help.

Fr. Roman V. Šelepko, ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík,  ThD., OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík, ThD. Ing., OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk, ThLic., OSBM

Enclosure:

Letter to His Holiness Benedict XVI.

Visitation protocol from 9th July 2005

Address:

Pidhirci Monastery

Brody District

Lviv Region

80660

Ukraine 

