His Holiness

Benedict XVI 

Supreme Pontiff 

Request for public punishment

Your Holiness, 

the Provincial Superior of a certain religious congregation in Ukraine set on her sisters a prohibition against whatever contact with us, the monks of the Pidhirtsi monastery. The reason she gave for her measure was that we had committed a big crime since we had proposed if at least one of us might be appointed as bishop.

What to say to this: We confess before You as well as before the whole Church that we did commit this crime and we sincerely gave such proposal to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches.

Our defence:

In our Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC) the celibate of priests is not obligatory, yet candidates for the posts of bishops can be only celibate priests. However, such priests in the diocese are only few and, moreover, the public opinion on them is that some of them are homosexuals. Other candidates can be only religious.

If we take God’s parameters on what the bishop in the present time should really be like, we can say:

1) One who suffered for Christ’s sake and has true Catholic faith.

2) Who represents moral and spiritual authority.

3) Who is persecuted by the apostate UGCC leadership.

4) Whom the real internal and external enemies of Christ’s Church hate most and whom they are really afraid of.

Taking into account these parameters, which are in compliance with the Spirit of the Holy Scripture, we humbly have to declare that we meet all these conditions.

Why did we permit this thought at all?

1) Because we can see that, unfortunately, the majority of the bishops are compromised, they do not have a vision of the renewal of the Church, nor are they able to defend the flock entrusted to them, quite the contrary, many of them even systematically abuse their authority to kill the defenceless sheep.

2) We had a vision of a true spiritual revival of the whole diocese. We wanted to realize this vision following the model of the early Christians. If we were allowed to work in a team at the creation of a living model of renewal, then this incorporated and tested idea could be undertaken even by other dioceses to the benefit of the whole Church. We knew that nowadays, when the being of the Church is at stake, this practical spiritual reform is a necessity for the preservation of Christianity on a particular territory.

3) We have longtime experience of true following of Christ, of the spiritual fight and we realize where the key problems of spiritual life lie.

In contradistinction to this, UGCC has the following parameters for the choice of episcopal candidates:

The candidate must be 1) either a homosexual,
2) or a priest with the spirit of the world – the spirit of the New Age,
3) or a careerist, and thus an unprincipled man.

All, however, must be open to the spirit of schism. Only out of these categories can UGCC choose a candidate for bishop.

We humbly confess that we do not belong to any of these groups, therefore the question concerning the fact that one of us might be chosen a bishop with the only purpose of the true renewal of the diocese is groundless and it was a mere naive illusion!
Your Holiness, we thereby confessed our “crime” and we ask You to inquire into the whole matter and after Your consideration to publicly and strictly punish us for this “crime”.

In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM 

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 2nd September 2007
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