His Holiness
Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff

Città del Vaticano

A request for reinstitution of the canonical punishment of major excommunication latae sententiae for membership in Masonic associations

Your Holiness,

the foundations of the saving faith in Jesus Christ are being heavily eroded by various heretical streams which have penetrated into the heart of the Church. One can see a direct connection between religious, philosophical and moral relativism – which is the basis of conceptions of Masonic associations – and these theological streams inside the Church.
For this reason we consider it inevitable that the codes CIC and CCEO include a canon imposing the punishment of major excommunication for membership in Masonic associations as it was until 1983.

The action committee of the Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC,

+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Eliáš Dohnal, OSBM
+ Samuel R. Oberhauser

+ Metoděj Špiřík, OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 26th August 2008

Copies to:

· Card. W. J. Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church 
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