Response to Bp. F. Tondra

11th November 2006

Mons. Prof. František Tondra ThD.

Diocesan Bishop of Spiš

Slovak Republic

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Excellence,

by the letter from 19th October 2006 we turned to all Slovak bishops with an appeal not to grant the title of doctor of theology to the psychiatrist M. Kašparů for his propagation of hypnosis which has a common root with spiritism. The aim of the thesis by M. Kašparů is the legalization of hypnosis towards its legal entrance into Christian-oriented pastoral work.

On 31st October 2006 You wrote a letter addressed to me, so I am sending You a reply. In 1996 as a teacher of dogmatic theology at Prešov university I visited You in person and brought to You a critical analysis of the book “He Opened the Scriptures to Us”  by W. Trutwin which was translated by J. Maga, professor of theology in Your seminary. You gave imprimatur to this book. Through this book a new spirit, the spirit of historic-critical theology (HCT), was introduced obligatorily into the seminary in Košice and into Your seminary. In the critique of the above-mentioned book I pointed out the fact the author does not believe in any miracle at all, that he ridicules the conception of Christ and denies the essential truth of Christianity, namely Christ’s resurrection. I asked You both in person and in writing You for the annulment of the imprimatur given to this book. This request was subscribed even by several  teachers of the Theological Faculty in Prešov. Unfortunately, You have not withdrawn Your imprimatur, which caused great harm to the Catholic faith in Slovakia.   

Your conscience was shaken not even by the death of the translator and propagator of the Trutwin’s book J. Maga. He was found no sooner than several days after his death in his house – already in the state of decay. 

In the endeavour to introduce a new theology You supported the associated professor T. Mikluščák at Your faculty. The spirit of heresy which worked through his new dogmatics published as a book with Your consent, had nothing in common either with the spirit of the Holy Scripture or with the sound Catholic tradition and the less so with the true life in the spirit of the Gospel. His scholastic career, backed up by You, was ceased not by death, as it was in the case of J. Maga, but by his withdrawal from priesthood! 

I almost feel envy when I realize how it would be possible to use the power You have towards the awakening of the diocese. If for one day a week only You invited the professors of theology and spent it together with them in prayers and discussions on the substance of the faith and on actual problems, then You could change the seminary into the centre of the renewal of whole Slovakia and that would be really actual and living theology. Thousands of souls would be delivered from the power of darkness and saved. Unfortunately, You abused the authority given by God to achieve quite the contrary –  legalization and protection of the spirit of heresy, for which You will render accounts not only before the Slovak nation but principally once before God. However, in this case I would wish to be in Your place on no account. 

The words from Your letter are shocking: “Hypnotism is a natural phenomenon and it can be used for healing… Therefore do not affront Mr. M. Kašparů nor us who allowed him to take the doctor’s degree at our faculty. I was his thesis-opponent and I read his thesis in detail.” 

You claim, in consonance with Mr. M. Kašparů, that the Church is not against hypnosis and therefore it should be initiated into the pastoral work. The Church prohibited hypnosis as early as 1847 and 1866. Why? Because it has always been connected with magic and divination and opened the entrance into spiritism – false spirituality (see the letter from 19th October 2006 and the letter “You Shall Have No Other Gods” from 7th October 2006). In the present time hypnosis is a big trap to so-called experience of spiritual world (channeling) and to so-called experience of reincarnation – initiation into the past lives – rebirthing (promotion of the teaching on reincarnation). And not only this, for if nowadays, in the time of a great internal crisis of the Church, we are going to open the door to hypnosis, the harm will be immense, then the Church is de facto giving its approval to the whole sphere of occultism, which is counter to the Word of God and the truth. This dangerous manoeuvre of M. Kašparů and his accomplices, among whom are counted even You, Your Excellence, as a guarantee for and an opponent of this “pioneer work in theology”, must be justly judged and punished. 

One could expect – in case we keep silent – that soon this thesis will be published as a book and will most probably be given Your imprimatur. If so, then this book about hypnosis would immediately gain immense popularity from the spirit of the world and before the Church could awake to the consciousness of this fact and respond to it, it would be late, by that time there would be hundreds of thousands of misled souls and a new spirituality following the world trend of the New Age would be officially introduced into the Catholic Church!

The biggest crime in the present-day Church is the abuse of Church authority towards a slow and inconspicuous liquidation of the mystical body of Christ – the Church. Therefore we are obliged in our conscience not to be silent on this crime of Yours, and we turn to the Holy Father through the Apostolic Nuncio in Slovakia so that You may be judged and punished with justice. 

On the basis of CIC we demand:

1) Withdrawal of the heresies in Your book on moral theology whereby it is stated that the Church approves of white magic. The opposite is true; viz. CCC 2116-2117!

2) Withdrawal of the imprimatur given to the heretic theological book “He Opened the Scriptures to Us”. 

3) Withdrawal of Your heretical public attitude with regard to hypnosis, homoeopathy and acupuncture. 

We propose:

1) Withdrawing You from Your office for the reason of an offence of faith caused in relation to the faithful. 

2) Unless You are willing to withdraw the heresies – the punishment of suspension. 

In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

P.S.: Concerning homoeopathy and acupuncture, this year You have approved of them both in the Lumen Radio, which is a great offence to the faithful of whole Slovakia. 

The chief propagator of occult practices and so-called alternative medicine MUDr. Rosinský beats down common believers by referring to You and Your approval of homoeopathy, acupuncture as well as hypnosis. 
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