Response to defamations on the part of bp. Shashik

Pidhirci 10th October 2005

Bishop Milan Šašík, CM

Apostolic Administrator

of the Eparchy of Mukachevo

Your Excellence,

we received a copy of Your letter from 1st October 2005 addressed to M Rosa journal. We had been informed already before, that You are spreading false information about us. We prayed for You, kept silent and never said any negative word about You to anyone. As religious we are not in Your diocese and there was no reason for any reactions upon You from our side. However now, after receiving Your letter, it would be a sin if we just kept silent. In the first part of Your letter You are blackening Fr. Atanasyj, You are practically ascribing to him that he has the death of Bishop I. Margytyč on his conscience. Fr. Atanasyj must reply to You himself to this, we do not know him in person. In relation to us, You are writing to the M Rosa editor: “However, what startled  me most in Your article (M Rosa 8/2005) was that You described the Basilian fathers in Pidhirci as martyrs persecuted by the Church. I am not competent to judge their previous work in Slovakia. But in Prague I was a witness of their conduct after the appointment of Fr. Ladislav Hučko as Apostolic Exarch. Organizing protests of people in front of the Apostolic Nunciature in the assistance of godless media… The height of all was the attempt to thwart the episcopal consecration in St. Climent’s Cathedral. Those who ventured on such steps were only ungodly people in 1949 for example in Trnava or at other places when they did not recognize the appointments from Rome.”

Answer: What is presented here is a whole series of lies. The truth is intentionally distorted. To all this You are abusing Your authority of a bishop.

a) You were not and could not be a witness of protests as if organized by us in front of the Apostolic Nunciature, this false information was obviously given to You by L. Hučko. 

b) Basilian fathers did not participate in any demonstrations, nor did they organize them. 

c) As to the very “demonstrations”: Ukrainian people were gathering in front of the Nunciature to a silent prayer and passed to the Apostolic Nuncio a request with signatures asking for the establishment of the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) in CR (there are approximately 200.000 Ukrainians in CR). 

d) There were no massmedia, neither godly nor godless, present there. 

e) Our only influence on Ukrainians was that we admitted their right to the establishment of the UGCC in CR according to the CCEO Codex, just like the Ukrainians in other countries have it. 

Regarding the day of the consecration, 31st May 2003, so at that time You already were a witness of the events going on there. The bigger but Your guilt is, because You are consciously lying. The Basilian fathers served the Holy Liturgy together with other bishops and priests. During this consecration the Ukrainian believers were not protesting against the consecration of L. Hučko, but they were demanding their right to have their own Ukrainian Church with a Ukrainian bishop in CR. They were kneeling and praying Rosary, and holding their hands. Some members of the Focolare, of which L. Hučko was a leading representative once in CSSR (Czechoslovak Socialist Republic), began to offend them, and even to kick a few of them. Present there, called beforehand by Bishop L. Hučko, there was a special guard service, which according to their own words was to liquidate the Ukrainian maffia. Yet, when they saw the defenceless, praying Ukrainians, they refused to disperse them. This evoked a confusion among the organizers of the consecration and that was why they resolved to perform the consecration in the church next-door. 

Soon after the consecration, during the pilgrimmage in Sázava Bishop J. Škarvada said to the superior of the OSBM Delegature in the sacristy: “You mustn’t celebrate the Holy Liturgy, you are suspended because during the consecration of Bishop L. Hučko you were shouting at him with the demonstrants.” The superior replied: “Who gave you such information, I didn’t do anything like this and I know nothing about any suspension.” Bishop J. Škarvada replied: “Bishop Hučko claimed this in the Bishop’s Conference in front of all bishops.” The superior answered: “Bishop Hučko is lying.” Bishop J. Škarvada shouted: “Catholic bishop cannot lie!” The deacon who came with the bishop said: “I was there during the consecration and can testify that the superior of the Basilian fathers served the Liturgy with the bishop and committed nothing against him.” After these words Bishop J. Škarvada apologized and they celebrated the Holy Mass together. 

Your Excellence, unlike Bishop J. Škarvada You do not want to hear the truth and You are still intentionally spreading lies which morally kill innocent priests, and that insidiously behind their back so that they are unable to defend themselves. To the shame of the Catholic Church You are disgracing the episcopal authority. 

About half a year after the consecration of Bishop L. Hučko there was an official meeting in the Apostolic Nunciature in Prague with the presence of the Apostolic Nuncio E. J. Ender, Bishop L. Hučko, OSBM General Superior D. Ljachovič and the Delegature deputy Fr. Cyril, OSBM. Bishop L. Hučko brought forth all his accusations equal to those that are spread by You; however, in a confrontation it was proved that those accusations were false. Afterwards, for more than half an hour the Apostolic Nuncio with a raised voice had to persuade Bishop L. Hučko and ordered him to renew the registration of the Delegature, which he had illegally abolished, at the Department of Culture and to return the property which he had illegally taken into possession (two monasteries). Bishop L. Hučko promised the OSBM General Superior in front of the Nuncio to return the properties, but laying down a condition that the four Basilian fathers should depart to Ukraine. The General Superior asked us to do so. We were officially assigned by decrees to the Pidhirci monastery where with the blessing by the Ukrainian Provincial Superior J. Budaj, OSBM, we were doing a mission for a year and a half. Bishop L. Hučko did not keep his promise and did not return the property. Before his departure from the Czech Republic the Apostolic Nuncio met Fr. Cyril and asked him whether Bishop L. Hučko had fulfilled his order. Father Cyril had to state that he had not! Who is disobedient to the Church? But You are writing: “When for their resistance to the resolutions of John Paul II. they were released from the Czech Republic, they chose Ukraine for their anti-Church work.” 

Answer: Your Excellence, by this statement You are committing a blackening and lie, which is a serious sin, and You are again disgracing the episcopal authority because many think that a Catholic bishop cannot lie, of course. 

Next You are writing: “Sir, I have read the letters that these people are sending to all bishops of Ukraine and I do not know to whom else. I have to state with sorrow that they are either a result of some mental disorder of the authors, or of some wrath, or… I do not know. They are much like the lampoons once fabricated by the KGB in order to split up and destroy the Church.”
Answer: Four Words from Ukraine (compiled letters), where in the first word we are pointing at the historic-critical method and its destructive influence upon the Church, are neither a result of some mental disorder of the authors nor of any wrath, nor do they aim at splitting and destroying the Church and by no means have they anything in common with the lampoons once fabricated by the KGB. After Your commentary, it is quite uncomfortable to remind that the collection of letters compiled in the book is based on citations of the Holy Father and is borne in the same spirit. The next word of the book deals with the question of contemplative prayer, the next points at the sins against the First Commandment which are almost kept in silence, and the last one points out the abuse of the interpretation of the Nostra aetate declaration. We also point at the issue of the Focolare movement in the Church. The Four Words not only bear the spirit of truth, the spirit of the Scriptures; however, they also contain many of the very statements of the present Holy Father (Card. J. Ratzinger). Let each reader form a judgement by himself. Certainly, liberal theologians and people promoting a false spirituality within the Church (Focolare, occultists…) will struggle against these 4 words – letters, just like it is exemplarily done by You. However,You, as a bishop, have been put in responsibility. You were obliged to solve the most essential issues in Your diocese, namely to care for a spiritual revival and preachment of a sound and living teaching and not, when someone opens these issues, to call the sound teaching a result of some mental disorder! 

Your Excellence, please, realize the words of our Saviour: “Whoever says to his brother ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.” (Mt 5:22) You have called us mentally ill and further in Your letter You are imputing to us the mental disease of schizophrenia! Behind these false murderous statements there really is a spirit of death that destroys all the living in the Church. Some of us fought against liberal theology as early as the times of Communism in CSSR. Already at that time we were appealing to the true Catholic teaching of the Church, which was represented by Cardinal J. Ratzinger. Josef Zvěřina ThD. likewise called us mentally ill and schizophrenics. When we reminded him of the citation in Mt 5:22, he was so much of principle that he took his words back and apologized! But You think that as a bishop You cannot be lying, of course, nor to be mistaken! There are bishops with the spirit of apostle Paul, ones who suffered for Christ and His Gospel, and there also were and still are bishops with the spirit of apostle Judas, ones who betrayed Christ. We have heard that it is known that You are a good manager and psychologist and that You know how to win people. Realize that nowadays the Church does not need managers but saints! 

You are further intimidating the editor: “In Your journal You informed that You were going to carry those letters. Do You also want to join the line of those who are shamefully hurting our martyrish Church in Ukraine?”

Answer: What are You afraid of so much? Are You really aiming at the good of the Church? If so, then without the spirit of repentance no managership can lead to a spiritual awakening either of an individual or a family or a parish or an eparchy! 

You are using a term “our martyrish Church in Ukraine”.

a) It is a reality that Your eparchy, due to a heavy minority of Hungarians and some other reasons, does not belong to the UGCC. 

b) You are not a Ukrainian, but a Slovak Hungarian.

c) Before Your episcopal consecration You were not a Greek but a Roman Catholic, evidently You are so till this time. Therefore Your statements about “our Ukrainian Church” are questionable…

Next You write: “A general view among the clergy: the Basilian fathers had grief that none of them became a bishop in place of the old bishop I. Ljavinec.” 

Answer: This statement is not worth a commentary, we are only answering what is the general opinion of priests on You:

You became a bishop in order to:

a) hungarize,

b) latinize, 

c) not allow the establishment of the UGCC in Your eparchy, 

d) You were pushed through to the post of a bishop by Hungarian circles so that by means of Church policy You could help separate Carpatho-Ukraine from Ukraine. 

This is not our opinion, this is the general opinion among the clergy. We do not identify ourselves with it!

You are writing further: “Who gave the reverend Basilian fathers a right to publicly discredit the Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church, His Beatitude Cardinal L. Huzar?” 

Answer: If he is discredited, he did it himself by his activity which we are just pointing at. All that we pointed out is grounded on facts and we are not afraid of even being summoned to a Church trial. This Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church has already for several years with a concrete aim compelled priests in the Liturgy to call their believers Orthodox! On 29th September 2005 he pronounced in an interview: “Neither Moscow nor Rome will give us unity”, and he called for a unification of Greek Catholics with the Orthodox: “Ukrainian Catholics should join (with the Orthodox) in a single Church, and then Rome, Constantinople, or Moscow will just accept this fact. It is not essential that the patriarch of this Ukrainian Church should be a Catholic. The single requirement for such a leader is that this patriarch should be a man capable of uniting everyone...” (Catholic News; www.cwnews.com; rgant@stx.rr.com) For the Greek Catholics, if they were obedient to Cardinal L. Huzar, this call signifies a public schism! 

The letters we sent, excepting Four Words from Ukraine, indeed concern Cardinal L. Huzar and his Church policy which is at variance with the line of the Holy Father and systematically leads the UGCC to the loss of its identity up to a schism! These letters regard the essence of existence of the UGCC and are not a result of any mental disorder, nor of wrath, nor of schizophrenia, but a result of love to the Church and to the Holy Father, for which we are ready to sacrifice even our lives! 

Further You are writing: “Basilian fathers speak of faithfulness to the Holy Father on the one hand, on the other hand they are spitting at people whom the Holy Father chose as his closest co-workers. It seems to me like schizophrenia!” 

Answer: We can say: the Church is holy, the Church is sinful! Both is true but it is necessary to discern properly. The Church is holy because it has a holy teaching, sacraments…; however, it is sinful when we speak about its members – about people who are in the Church. We must discern, and that in the Holy Spirit and in truth. Discerning is neither spitting nor schizophrenia! 

How does the Holy Father choose his co-workers – bishops? If there are 400.000 bishops in the Church, how can he know all of them, which one could be a good bishop? This choice is done by the people within a respective territory! And these commend and recommend their candidate, and the counter-candidates truly or falsely criticize. We know it well that liberal people will be pushing through such a candidate that will be liquidating the Church. Certainly, even this is sent upon us by the Holy Spirit, God is almighty and He can turn evil into good. The Holy Father approved these people because he had confidence in those who proposed them to him. Even God respects human freedom as well as the evil we are doing. He is able to turn the evil into good; however, woe to those by whom the evil and offense came. 

So, bishops are chosen directly by the Holy Father only exceptionally! Neither Bishop L. Hučko nor Cardinal L. Huzar nor You were chosen by the Holy Father himself, but by people who recommended You to him! We have for example a sorrowful model of Bishop Viching in Nitra who used cunning intrigues, falsified documents and destroyed the work of St. Cyril and Methodius, spiritually killing the Church and physically liquidating the disciples of the saint brothers. Unfortunately, even You have this spirit, Your Excellence! Your letter is an evidence. We are only bringing it to attention. 

Lord Jesus chose 12 apostles with Judas who betrayed Him! This Judas spirit is further destroying the Church. Free Masons after the death of their members bring into public which one belonged to their secret organization. A few years ago, after the death of one official who held a high position in Vatican, they made it public that he was a member of their secret and anti-Church organization. This must not scandal us, whether it is true or not, it remains true that “the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it”. Our faith is not in a cardinal but in Christ. In case this is true, then such a cardinal was a Judas even though he was Pope’s closest co-worker! Your Excellence, please, do not hide behind the authority of the Holy Father when insidiously destroying the defenceless, making them rebels against the Holy Father and mentally ill. This is a mean activity and You deserve to be put into a true light for it. It is necessary to point in truth at everyone so that it can be seen who is who! Who belongs to Christ and who to Antichrist. The fact that You are a bishop does not signify that You will be saved. Were Judas or Viching saved? “Unless you repent – and this is what Jesus tells not only to us but to You as well – you will  perish.” (Lk 13:3) 

In 2003 there were 3 Greek-Catholic bishops elected. Namely: You, a Slovak Hungarian; Bishop L. Hučko from the Focolare movement, a Slovak Hungarian; and a Jesuit, Bishop J. Babjak. It is interesting that You all have the same spirit and create unity; however, not in Christ and in the Holy Spirit. On 8th December 2003 Bishop J. Babjak issued a decree in which he is punishing absolutely innocent Fr. Peter Karoľ, OSBM, a parish priest of the Greek-Catholic parish in Nitra, by divesting him of a Church approval and by prohibiting him from serving in the diocese, and he is punishing not only him but all Basilians of the Czech Delegature for their being in unity with Fr. Eliáš, OSBM, who allegedly had an intention to commit a big crime – a schism – and join the Hussite Church! When the supreme representative of this Hussite Church wrote that it is a lie, Bishop J. Babjak not only did not withdraw his blackening but, what is more, he further spread these and other lies! 

Do not ridicule Your episcopal authority but on the contrary, be like Paul the Apostle so that You could be a credit to the Holy Father and so that You were ready to suffer for Christ’s bleeding body – the Church. Let the Slovak bishops who nowadays suffer for the truthfulness of faith and morals be a model for You. When for example Bishop J. Sokol stood up against demoralization of youth at the concert of the group Black Sabbath, he was ridiculed in the massmedia. When he stood up against a certain professor who was putting through a liberal theology, he was likewise ridiculed, publicly called an StB agent and exposed to psychical suffering. Similarly, Cardinal J. Ch. Korec after having stood up against the building-up of a pagan centre, was vilified in the massmedia. Likewise when he stood up against the instituting of yoga into the school education, he was pilloried; however, his brave attitude bore its fruit. Unfortunately, Your activity cannot be compared with them so far.

Next You are writing: “They give one an impression that it is Catholic to deceive, intrigue, fight against the Holy Father, fanaticize people and give an air of sainthood.” 

Answer: Who is deceiving, who is a liar? Your letter is a witness that it is You. We are trying to warn bishops of a danger of schism, spirit of the New Age, neomodernism etc. Besides, Bishop L. Hučko as well as Cardinal L. Huzar can defend themselves, and prove both to the Church and to the Holy Father, to whom we are turning, that we are wrong. We are not afraid of confrontation and truth. If You consider deceiving Catholic, thereby You have pointed at Yourself! If intriguing might be Catholic, then we have to admit with shame that we cannot be a match for You! You are a master of intrigues, the evidence of which is given by the meanness of Your letter. We are not fighting against the Holy Father; however, You are doing quite the contrary of what his programme is! What sense did Your letter have and what spirit is there behind it? That sense was that others should be intimidated and that we should be morally liquidated.

In the end You write: “Let the Holy Spirit enlighten Your heart, so that You not make our complicated situation even more difficult.” What is that complicated situation? Outwardly behaving like a servant of Christ, and doing quite the opposite of it? Obviously, the Holy Spirit enlightened the M Rosa’s editor, and he sent us a copy of Your letter by fax, so that this double face of Yours came to light. 

And You continue: “Let us pursue the line of the Holy Father not in words but in deeds.” 

The main deed for everyone is – to be converted – to receive Christ and His Gospel onto the first place in his life. To receive the Holy Spirit and stand up to fight against the spirit of lie (devil), the spirit of the world and against the sin! And then through the spirit of repentance always to return back to the foundation, that is to a vital relation to Jesus. However, this is not possible without interior and true prayer! That is why we are reminding to You with love that You, as a bishop, should find at least one hour daily for a true interior prayer, otherwise You will remain not a witness – martyr – to Christ, but a mere manager. The Holy Father said: “The Church does not need managers but saints.” This call refers not only to us but to You as well. 

In the Apocalypse Lord Jesus is reproaching 6 out of 7 bishops. He speaks to the Bishop of Sardis: “I know your works, you have the name of being alive, but you are dead. Awake, and strengthen what remains and is on the point of death, for I have not found your works perfect before God… Repent! If you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.” (Rev 3:1-3)

In Christ,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD., OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic., OSBM

Copies to:

Bishops of the UGCC and Slovak Republic

Cardinal A. Sodano, Vatican

Congregation for the Oriental Churches

Address:  OSBM Monastery - Pidhirci

Brody  District

Lviv Region

80660

Ukraine
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