Pidhirci 16th August 2004

General Council OSBM

Rome

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Reverend Father Vasylij Kovbyč and Fathers of the General Council!

On 4th July 2004, we sent a request to the General Assembly OSBM, to make it possible for us eight monks to transit to a monastery of Episcopal Law. 

A reply to this, among others, was that the Provincial Superior, Fr. Hryhorij Hrynkiv, OSBM, turned to the representatives of state and Church authorities against us: 

a) to the Security Service of Ukraine, to the Office of Religious Affairs and to the Governor of the town Lviv.  He instigated them to deport two of us from Ukraine (this has not been realized yet);

b) the Provincial Superior gives bishops and the state government false information aiming to morally liquidate us and our requests, as well as to threaten all bishops in Ukraine, so that in result none of them would accept us under their jurisdiction. 

We are mentioning the false information used against us:

1. That we were driven out from Poland, and Czech and Slovak Republics.

2. That we caused harm to the Ukrainian faithful in the Czech Republic.

3. That we are charismatics and tend to make close ties with people.

4. That we have a dubious dogmatic teaching.

5. That we are harmful to the Church.

6. An evidence of all this is a fact that the Czech Delegature, OSBM, was abolished.

We are giving a reply to the false information presented to the state and Church authorities by the Provincial Superior, Fr Hryhorij Hrynkiv:

ad 1) Nobody drove us out either from Poland, or from Slovak or Czech Republic.

ad 2) We caused no harm to the Ukrainian faithful in the Czech Republic (CR), on the contrary, we were morally united with them. To their question, if according to the Codex they had a right to claim a registration of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC) in CR, our reply was YES! And this was our main transgression.

ad 3) Each Christian  in his or her substance is a charismatic. We do not take as a fundament any visions or revelations, but a sound teaching based on the tradition of the Church and Saint Fathers of the Church. We emphasize a personal relationship to Christ and following Him according to the teaching of Saint Basil the Great. Our effort is not to win people for us but for Christ. 

ad 4) As to dogmatic deviations, noone has ever drawn our attention to them. We are not aware of any such thing but if there is something like that, then we are willing to recant it. 

ad 5) In regard to the allegation that we are harmful to the Church. We are not aware of any such thing that would be harmful to the Church. If it is so, then it is necessary to prove it by concrete facts. Within one year and three months, thousands of people took part in our recollection and mission, including a great number of priests, monks and religious sisters. Let them witness for our activity, whether it was for their spiritual benefit or harm. 

ad 6) The decree of the abolishment of the OSBM Delegature in CR has not come into legal force yet. It was made out on 13th July 2004, that was  9 days after our request for a monastery ”sui iuris”. It can be inferred that such was a reply to our request. 

We are asking what we did wrong and which law we broke by asking for a monastery ”sui iuris” subordinate to a bishop? 

Why so much pressure on state and Church representatives from the side of the Ukrainian OSBM Province. 

Reverend Father Vasylij Kovbyč and Fathers of the General Assembly, we ask You to let us transit in peace from the Order of Saint Basil the Great into a monastery of Episcopal Law.

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Fr. ThLic Roman Šelepko, OSBM

Fr. ThLic Markian Hitiuk, OSBM

Fr.  Ing. ThLic Cyril Špiřík, OSBM

Fr. ThDR. Metoděj Špiřík, OSBM

Fr. ThDR. Eliáš Dohnal, OSBM

Fr. Samuel Oberhauser, OSBM

br. Kyrylo Žuk, OSBM

br. Dmytro Karpa, OSBM

Copies sent to: 

1. Most Reverend Patriarch Lubomir Huzar

2. Bishop Pavlo Vasylyk

3. Bishop Sofron Mudryj

4. Bishop Michael Koltun

5. Bishop Julian Voronovskyj

