Saint Basil the Great, a fighter against heresy

Saint Basil was a bishop in New Caesarea on the territory of present Turkey. Most of the bishops of that time apostatized to the Arian heresy. Only a small group of bishops defended orthodoxy. The Arian heresy denied the substance of Christianity: Divinity of Jesus Christ. This Divinity is covertly denied even by the contemporary historic-critical method – theology (HCT). This heresy has swept the whole Christian West and now through heretical bishops in Ukraine it is seeking to disrupt the Eastern Church as well. Just like St. Basil in the past, we also write letters to the Pope in defence of orthodoxy today.
In a letter addressed to the Pope Damasus, St. Basil informs of the situation in the East: “Almost all the East, most venerable father, is shaken by a great storm and deluge. The heresy sown by Arius produces a deadly fruit. The defenders of orthodoxy have been driven out with slanders and affronts. The only way out of this situation we expected was the visitation of Your compassionate heart ... but because our hope was vain, ...we put in a plea for help at least by way of this letter.”

St. Basil wrote letters to the bishops in Italy and Greece, describing the situation and chaos in the Eastern Church. A similar situation is now in the UGCC in Ukraine: “Venerable brothers, we are facing the fury of persecution here, and that, one of the fiercest. The most severe punishment is imposed for one crime only: the faithfulness to the heritage of the Fathers. The one who has been found “guilty” of this is persecuted, exiled. Though in the normal course of events the trespasser is never judged without evidence, here the least slander is enough to pass a sentence on an orthodox bishop and to deliver him to punishment.”
The heretical bishops liquidate the Tradition – faithfulness to the heritage of the Fathers – and try to exile us, some bishops of the orthodox Synod. They pass on us, orthodox bishops, unjust sentences. If St. Basil lived in this time, they would condemn him in the same way. 

In 1996 Card. L. Husar, who overtly proclaims and promotes heresies, was installed as Head of the UGCC. Saint Basil writes in a similar situation: “It is now the thirteenth year since the heresy started a war against us. And in the span of this time the Churches have undergone more suffering than within all that time since Christ’s Gospel began to be preached here.”

Our UGCC, too, has gone through the greatest inner suffering within 13 years, in that the spirit of heresy is forced upon the priests and religious by virtue of obedience and they cannot defend themselves!!!
Saint Basil writes further: “The believers abandoned the churches. They gather in deserted places; it is a heartrending sight – women, children, the old and the weak – in heavy rain and in snowstorms, exposed to wind and frost and in summer to the burning sun under the open sky! And all these suffer because they refuse to become part of the heresy of Arius.”

Even here in Ukraine a number of believers, conscious of the danger of the heresy enforced by the UGCC leadership, make great sacrifices.
Saint Basil tried several times to explain the real state of the Eastern Church in his letters to the bishops in Rome: “But the present situation is harder and more sorrowful and calls for more attention. We mourn over the souls falling day after day under the sway of the defenders of heresy. Unless You stand up straight away to help us, You will soon not find people to whom You could lend a helping hand, for they will all have got under the rule of heresy.”

Even this pleading call relates in many aspects to our Eastern Catholic Church in Ukraine. Several times we have sent out an SOS to the Pope.

St. Basil calls: “We can say that the curse of this heresy has spread from the border of Illyria to Thevayda. The doctrine of true faith is in ruins and the Church decrees have become mere scraps of paper.”

Even today the doctrine of true faith in the UGCC is in ruins and the canon code CCEO has become a mere scrap of paper which, moreover, is misused by heretical bishops.

The following words of St. Basil nowadays apply to many priests and religious: “Those who neither know the truth nor let themselves be enlightened, but are prejudiced by the influence of false suspicions, now fight against those who preach the truth, and by their own efforts they corroborate the heresy even more.”

These words of St. Basil likewise are topical for the situation in Ukraine and apply to heretical bishops: “Do not let yourselves be misled by their lie when they declare their loyalty to the faith, for such men traffic in Christ and are no Christians. They always choose what is advantageous to them in this life, and not the life consonant with the truth. ...they pretend that they are orthodox. I do not regard as a bishop or a clergyman the one who received the title from such shameful hands with the intention of destroying the faith...” (see ordinations or consecrations by the apostate Card. L. Husar)
When Atharbius, Bishop of Caesarea, spread slanders about St. Basil, St. Basil wrote his own defence to the people of New Caesarea: “You prick up your ears before those who spread scandal about us, and there isn’t one among you who would discern truth from lie. It is necessary for those who want to be just not to let themselves be swayed by the one who is speaking first but to wait also for the defence of the one who is accused so that by way of comparing both testimonies it might be revealed where the truth is.” 

The religious journals and websites have carried a number of false accusations and, unfortunately, many people believe these lies. In our booklets we point out the truth and they are unable to oppose it. Therefore they forbid reading them and order the people to burn them.

Saint Basil says under what circumstances he is kind and meek and when he is unyielding – towards heresy: “... in other affairs we are more modest and tender-hearted than others, for so tells us the commandment... However, if God’s affair is at risk and we are entrusted with its defence, we pay no heed to anything and look only at Him. Fire, sword, beasts of prey, tongs tearing human body fill us with sweetness rather than with fear. So you are perfectly free to offend us, threaten us and do whatever you like. You will not make us yield to heresy, no matter how dreadful threats you use.”
These are words of St. Basil which he said to the ruler Modestus. Similarly to St. Basil, we are also blamed for not being gracious when defending the substance: the Divinity of Jesus Christ and the true faith against eight heresies of Card. L. Husar! Unfortunately, the OSBM leadership has already for four years been trying to dismiss us from the Order. This leadership supports the heretical activity as of the Order’s journal ‘Misionar’ (Missionary) so of its seminary. Instead of defending orthodoxy on the pattern of St. Basil, the journal ‘Misionar’ is doing quite the opposite. It should rather be called ‘Missionary of HCT’. The seminary does not train future missionaries but future heretics. The present OSBM leadership would just as well try to dismiss St. Basil from the Order, because the present superiors have a spirit contrary to their holy founder.
Today we, as the orthodox bishops of the UGCC, can also testify with St. Basil: “If our Holy Lord promised a way of escape from all sorrows to those who set their hope in Him, then even if we should be without whatever human help amid the sea of evil, exposed to the trials of huge waves which are rising against us in storms of lawlessness, we shall, nevertheless, persevere in Christ who is our strength. Our zeal for the Church does not grow weaker even when the waves are already running over us. Hopeless though our situation may seem, we do not expect destruction; what is more, we grow yet more zealous and at every step we can see His intervention.”
