The second call upon the bishops of the UGCC who participated in the synod under 
the leadership of Card. L. Husar in Bryukhovychi (2nd-9th September 2008)
Venerable bishops,

“where there is a true bishop, there is the Church”. Therefore the most essential question concerning the life of the Church and the salvation of the believers is whether there is a true bishop or a heretical one. From the history and tradition of the Church we know that the Church Fathers anxiously watched over the true faith, for this is what the salvation of man depends on.

An example of this is the fight with Arianism (casting doubt upon the Divinity of Christ). The majority of the Eastern bishops fell away from the Catholic and apostolic faith at the time. Through false obedience they dragged even the faithful into apostasy. This spiritual apostasy, the same as today, was hidden behind imprecise theological formulations. This spirit as well as the majority of the apostate bishops were opposed only by a handful of orthodox bishops (St. Athanasius, St. Basil the Great). The apostatic synod abused the state structure in the fight against the orthodox, and often there was also physical violence. The apostates labelled the true bishops as rebels, dissenters, disobedient, usurpers. The fight for the true faith was very long and painful.

A) To bishops from diaspora
The most important task, which concerns each of You personally, is the withdrawal of the apostate Card. L. Husar from the office of Head of the UGCC for his public heretical teaching and impenitence.

This is the most essential thing for the salvation of believers. It may seem to You, when looking at the Roman-Catholic bishops, that heresies of Card. L. Husar are not so grave after all. This, however, only witnesses to how great is the crisis of faith in the whole Catholic Church. 

Right here we want to explain to You that what we do is neither disobedience, nor rebellion, nor a schism, nor a sect, but love to Christ and to the Church. Defending the true faith in some other way would in the present situation be ineffective! You know well that the Pope’s silence on such radical steps as we take is his tacit consent.
We beseech You on behalf of Christ crucified and on behalf of the bleeding Church – i.e. the common faithful who want to be saved – that You help us in the renewal of our Church. It will then have a positive impact on the whole Catholic Church as well.

However, if You will shield the heresies of Card. L. Husar and him himself, You will fall under God’s curse – excommunication from the Mystical Body of Christ in accordance with Gal 1:8-9.

B) To bishops of the Kiev-Galicia Metropolitanate

Dear brothers, with deep pain over the state You are in (loss of salvation through unity with heresies of Card. L. Husar), we sincerely implore You to separate from heresies and to withdraw Card. L. Husar from the office of Head of the UGCC.
As to Your very dishonest measures that You now take against us (defamation in the mass media, false proclamations, abuse of state power – the police, State Security Committee, hatred and malice), we forgive You! We are willing to forget everything and to cooperate with You in the renewal of the Church. But there is one condition: You must turn to Christ and receive His Spirit and His Gospel.

We have to remind You the reality that provided You fight against us, who defend the foundations of Christ’s teaching, and provided You remain in unity with Card. L. Husar and his heresies, You thus fight against Christ, against Your salvation and against the Church!
In Christ,

+ Teodozij 
Vicar of Head of the UGCC

+ Markian, OSBM

Secretary of Synod of the UGCC

Members of the standing Synod of the UGCC,

+ Samuel 

+ Eliáš, OSBM

+ Metoděj, OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 4th September 2008

Copies to:

· His Holiness Benedict XVI

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

