T. Senkiv’s defence of hinduism and of heresies of Card. L. Husar
On 20th August 2008 the official web-pages of the bishopric in Stryi carried a heretical article, for which the full responsibility falls on the apostate bishop Taras Senkiv. On 22nd August 2008 we asked T.S. to comment on it, advising him of the fact that his silence will be considered to be his response, that he is aware of the responsibility for the whole content of the article and that he fully identifies himself with it. He made it clear that he does not dissociate himself from anything published on the web-pages of his eparchy.

Quotation of T.S.: “As an example, a few quotations from the letters of the Pidhirtsi rebels: ‘In hinduism there is not one highest God. They have a lot of gods with small g (demons) ...’”

Response: Indeed, in hinduism there is not one highest God, there are a lot of gods with small g, demons. Yet the First Commandment says: “I am the LORD your God, you shall have no other gods... You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are around you.” (Deut 5:6-7; 6:14) Pagan hinduism is tied up with polytheism.
Quotation of T.S.: “Let us consider it in more detail. Speaking about hinduism as about downright polytheism would be wrong. A famous verse of the Rig-Veda says: ‘To what is One, sages give many a title. They call it Agni, Yama, Mātariśvan.’ (I, 164, 46)” 
Response: T.S. claims that it is wrong to speak about hinduism as about polytheism. However, the book “Le livre des Religions” mentions that hinduism worships about 33 million gods. Perhaps T.S. does not think it to be so many. Hinduism renders divine worship even to all that is “reincarnated” – from mosquitos and rats to monkeys, donkeys and cows. However, T.S., to give evidence of veracity of his statement denying polytheism of the Hindu religion, quotes a non-committal verse from the Hindu Veda. This argumentation carries such weight as if someone argued for the Gospel with a passage from a fairy tale.

The whole religious system of hinduism with its inhuman caste system, guruism, meditations, invocation of demons by means of mantras and worship of animals as gods does not open the soul for the truth or repentance, and definitely not for the Spirit of God. On the contrary, this system kills human conscience, the true and holy which was given to us by our Almighty God. “He is maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.” (cf. The Creed)
A pagan who is not influenced by a deceptive religious system will in accordance with his conscience – the ray of light – more easily discern good and evil, truth and lie. The Hindu Vedas have nothing in common with our God and have nothing in common with the Holy Trinity. Quotations from the Vedas can rather be compared to the notion of the great architect of the universe in Masonry, or to the term ‘Creator’ as used by worshippers of satan. In both cases, however, the term does not mean the true God. The Pope Benedict XVI said: “One cannot attribute to these religions a divine origin ... Their rituals, insofar as they depend on superstitions or other errors (cf. 1 Cor 10:20-21), constitute an obstacle to salvation.” (Dominus Iesus, 21)
Quotation of T.S.: “So we can see that the Pidhirtsi monks write about some religion without having any knowledge about it.”
Response: T.S. hereby discloses that he does not perceive the substance at all. Nowadays hinduism is propagandized in Europe through yoga, meditations, plentiful literature, psychology, education, art, through mass media, and to the students of theology, moreover, through false interpretation of Nostra aetate. The fruit of this propaganda is that pagan hinduism drags the souls of Christians onto the way of apostasy and thus also into the loss of eternal life. That is why the believers must be clearly and resolutely warned against it! The shepherd that does not do so is no shepherd but a hireling who cares nothing for the sheep. T.S. has shown that he not only does not warn the sheep but even he himself believes the pagan myths, propagates them and presents them as a measure of veracity. It is a manifestation of his internal apostasy.
Quotation of T.S.: “Another conception of deity in hinduism is Trimurti. One deity Brahman represented by three forms, ‘gods’: Brahma – the creator, Vishnu – the sustainer, and Shiva – the destroyer.”

Response: T.S. even tries to create an impression that hinduism likewise has a Trinity – Trimurti, one god represented by three forms. Everyone is then to complete this analogy by oneself. The fact is that the present-day spirit of heresy does not manifest itself by stubborn assertions or stubborn denials, as the Holy Father says (see “An Exclusive Interview on the State of the Church”). Modern heretics, such as Prof. T. Halík from the Czech Republic or others, directly teach people to think in a heretical way. They just create impressions, present half-truths and everyone then completes this implied heresy by oneself in the same spirit and even comes to believe that now one is on a high intellectual and theological level. Why does T.S. enforce upon us, Christians, fabulous pagan writings as an authority? How is it possible that he himself considers them an authority? The information derived therefrom, having nothing to do with the reality, is presented by him as the truth. However, he gives not a single quotation from the Holy Scripture. Why does he not prove – on the basis of the Holy Scripture – what kind of spirit is behind paganism, i.e. behind hinduism too? “That what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons” (1Cor 10:20) The Divine truth has no place in the texts of T.S. Probably instead of the Holy Spirit he has received the god Shiva – the destroyer, because through his heresies he destroys the fundamental truths of the Christian faith. 
Quotation of T.S.: “(The declaration Nostra aetate) on the relation of the Church to non-Christian religions states: ‘The Catholic Church rejects nothing of what is true and holy in these religions ... the recognition of a Supreme Being, or even of a Father ... a flight to God with love and trust (hinduism)...’”
Response: Christians are asking today: What in particular is true and holy in these religions? Regrettably to say, they are not given an answer that would be in accordance with the spirit of the Gospel. By misusing the Nostra aetate declaration one is distorting the teaching of the Catholic Church. 
What actually is T.S. aiming at? He wants to obscure the basic truths of the saving faith and to set unclear formulations as new dogmata of the Catholic Church. But from the declaration he omitted that which is most important: “Indeed, the Church proclaims, and ever must proclaim Christ, ‘the Way, the Truth, and the Life.’” (Jn 14:6)
Further it is necessary to concretely define and substantiate which religions worship a Supreme Being, what is the concrete content of this concept, and next to specify which of them worship God as Father. This certainly holds true about Judaism, but by no means about hinduism and buddhism! If Hindus have recourse to God with capital G, and even with love and trust, it is necessary to prove it by concrete examples. The reality is that by its essence and spirit polytheistic hinduism leads to quite the opposite – to divinization of animals (sacred cow).
One has to admit that these inaccurate formulations have done much harm to the Church. For example, a Hindu ritual was held in Fatima (on 5th May 2004). The Bishop of Fatima said: “We do not want to be fundamentalists”, and in proof of his words he let himself be decorated with a Hindu shawl with citations from Bhagavad-Gita. He ought to be publicly punished therefor. Owing to unclear formulation the Orthodox Church considers the Nostra aetate declaration heretical. Up to this day the Church owes a clear, binding and truly Catholic interpretation of these misused formulations. 
By continually quoting these inaccuracies the liberal theologians have managed to change the public opinion in the Church so much that many now distinguish the faith that was before the Council from the faith that is after the Council. Card. J. Ratzinger (Benedict XVI) writes: “It is our guilt, too, if we stimulated creation of an idea that II Vaticanum was a kind of a breakthrough, abandonment of the tradition...” The point is that the statements of Nostra aetate cannot contradict the fundamental truths of the faith nor the spirit which is behind the Word of God. If there is an inaccurate formulation, it has to be interpreted in accordance with the Holy Scripture and the tradition, not the other way round. The Pope continues: “This is a real crisis in the Church which needs to be treated and healed... There is no preconciliar and postconciliar Church (or faith) ... I would like to say that II Vaticanum did not want to change the faith but to revive it again in an effective manner ... We are often in opposition to what the New Testament calls the spirit of the world. ... It is not Christians who stand against the world but it is the world which is coming out against them when they preach the truth about God, Christ and man. The world is scandalized when sin and grace are called by their proper names.” The Holy Father adds: “It is time we went against the stream and renounced certain postconciliar euphoric solidarity with the world.”
Conclusion

If some so-called religious scholars consider Christianity and paganism to be of equal value, we can understand it. However, if such a heretical view is upheld by a Catholic bishop, it is a tragedy. Such one is no longer a shepherd but a wolf. He is no longer an apostle but an apostate.
Benedict XVI writes: “Canon 1364 states that a heretic, the same as an apostate and a schismatic, falls under excommunication latae sententiae. This concerns all the believers; however, the measures against a heretic who at the same time is a priest (or bishop) are more strict ... The words of the Holy Scripture hold true for the Church in every time, just as it has always held true that man can fall into an error. Therefore even today the admonition of the Second Epistle of the Apostle Peter is still valid, saying that we have to protect ourselves against false prophets and false teachers who introduce destructive heresies. (2:1)” Likewise the statement of the Holy Scripture holds true: “If anyone preaches any other gospel, let him be accursed (anathema sit)!” (Gal 1:8-9)
