1st January 2006

Pidhirci (Ukraine)

SOS FROM UKRAINE

(to all bishops and cardinals of the Catholic Church)

Carissime,

Jesus called His faithful and out of them He chose twelve (Mt 10:1-5). Upon these twelve He built His Church. As the Church has been here for two millenia, there are also successors to those twelve there. You have been chosen so that You could help lead the Church, which is entrusted to You, into the third millenium. The following word refers even to You: “And thou, X, My servant, thee I have chosen (Isa 41:8). Fear not, I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name, thou art Mine. If thou shouldst go through water I will be with thee, if thou shouldst go through fire thou shall not be burned, the flame shall not burn thee (43:1b-2). Thou dost say, the Lord has forsaken me, God has forgotten me. May woman ever forget her infant?… Though some forget I will not forget thee. Behold, I have engraved thee on My palms. (49:15-16a)” 

The bishop in Pergamum, yet now even You are told by the Lord: “I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold fast to My name, and did not deny faith in Me. But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam (uncritical openness to paganism)… also those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans (historic-critical method). Repent then! If not, I will come to you soon… (Rev 2:13-16a) As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. (Rev 3:19a)”

State of the Church:

The Church is undergoing an internal disintegration of the essence of Christianity. Its fruit is seen even on the outside. Cardinal J. Ratzinger mentions a concrete example of this fruit from Quebec: “In 1961-1981 there was a mass decline in religious vocations, from 46.933 to 26.294. New vocations at the same time dropped by 98,5%.” This crisis is worldwide and now it is already going on up to a collapse. It is therefore necessary to make a true diagnosis and look for a solution. If one neglects medical treatment, or operation for a serious disease, then one can only state unavoidable death. 

Where to start repentance? 

Fish stinks from the head. The reality is that the supreme power in Vatican and in the Church is in the hands of the State Secretariate of Vatican. For almost half a century it has been governed by a secret spiritual system which pretends to be in conformity with the principal attitude of the Church and of the Holy Father, yet in reality it is quite the opposite. Today the Holy Father can make no reform of the Church because he is hindered by this power, by this system and by the spirit working through it. Only when the Holy Father is able to fill the key posts with people who have the same spirit as him, the door to a spiritual revival of the Church will open. It is analogical to politics,  when there comes a change of the systems and the spirit. 

In Soviet Russia one man (M. Gorbatschov) brought in a completely different spirit by means of “perestroyka” and then this spirit got over from the upside up to the last member of this structure.  In the Vatican dicasteries, in the bishop’s conferences, in the seminaries, among the religious and among the priests there are honest people who are waiting for a change of the spirit. 

Situation in Ukraine: 

The policy of the State Secretariate of Vatican is lapidarily exampled in our small Eastern Church. In 1946 the Communist regime forcibly led our UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) over into a schism and was thus liquidating it, a part remained underground. In 1990 the Church became free and began to develop. In 1991 Cardinal A. Sodano was appointed State Secretary in Rome. He filled the leading posts with people who were to prepare liquidation of the Church by returning it back to the Orthodox schism. L. Huzar came from abroad to Ukraine. Within three years he was appointed bishop, later on cardinal. He took hold of the leadership of the whole UGCC and started enforcing the liquidation policy of the State Secretariate. To the posts of bishops he chose such candidates who along with priests began to call their faithful that they are Orthodox.   

On 29th September 2005, he said: “Neither Moscow nor Rome will give us unity. Instead, Ukrainian Greek-Catholics should join (with the Orthodox) in a single Church, and then Rome and Moscow will just accept this fact. It is not essential, that the patriarch of this Church should be a Catholic.” 

On 16th October 2005 in the Bishop’s Synod in Rome, he said: “What else divides us from the Orthodox Churches when we have the same Eucharist and apostolic succession?” He thus indirectly pronounced that unity with the Holy Father no longer belongs to the vital elements of our UGCC; however, not only in times of Communism but in the earlier history as well our faithful underwent much suffering and even sacrificed their lives as martyrs for this very unity. 

Cardinal L. Huzar can dare to say this because he knows that he is backed by the State Secretary and by the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. Moreover he knows that the Western Church is undergoing a far deeper crisis, so the schism is nowadays almost a virtue and even a model for others to break off  with Rome. 
In 2005 we wrote a number of letters to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and to the State Secretariate. We asked them to objectively inquire the situation in Ukraine and, above all, not to consecrate any new bishops. The response was a consecration of other bishops and three dioceses were occupied by candidates who will enforce the policy of liquidation of the UGCC and the policy of schism. There remained only one bishop (I. Bilyk, OSBM). However, the synod, under the leadership of Cardinal L. Huzar, is recalling him abroad from his diocese. For the time being he is still defending himself. The real reason of his liquidation is that he does not want to call his faithful “Orthodox”. After his removal, the “uniform” Ukrainian Bishop’s Synod can, this time already voluntarily, return to the “primary unity” which was here during the Communist era 1946-1990, “and then Rome and Moscow will just accept this fact”. This is the fruit of the policy of State Secretariate which is doing quite the contrary of what the true programme of the Church is and of what the Holy Father wants. 

Here we are experiencing the reality: In the name of Christ one is killing Christ! In the name of obedience to the Church one is liquidating the Church! In the name of the Holy Father one is preparing a break-off with the Holy Father – a schism! We have sent out “Petition of Identity to the Holy Father” to all priests and bishops in Ukraine and we likewise sent it to dicasteries’ employees (in English version). The treason inside the Church we have expressed by a comparison: In the war time a group of traitors – officers, who pursue an aim contradictory to the one of the leadership thereby enforcing interests of the enemy, secretly stands up against their general and nation. When this is revealed, the martial court condemns them as traitors and quislings (collaborators). The Church is fighting with the powers of darkness and with the spirit of lie and death. Our general is Christ, his representative is the Holy Father, the treacherous officers are some employees of the State Secretariate and of dicasteries. The main traitor is nowadays the State Secretary of Vatican Cardinal A. Sodano. He was deceiving already the Pope John Paul II. and through the existing structure he has been keeping this spirit, which is not the Spirit of Christ, up to the present day. And thus even the last cleric knows what kind of spirit is breathing in the Church. He knows how to speak, how to behave so that he could be on good terms with the spirit of this world which is ruling  in the Church. However, for the unity with this false spirit one pays by an internal apostasy from Christ! Cardinal J. Ratzinger (Benedict XVI.) says: “After the time of unrestrained ‘opening oneself’ to the world it is high time the Christian realized again that he/she stands in opposition to what by the New Testament is called ‘spirit of the world’. It is high time to activate in oneself again the courage for nonconformity, the courage to go up the stream.” (Dialogues with V. Messori, 1984)
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We are all aware of the fact that the new Pope needs to make an interior reform of the Church. He is nowadays called by Providence to do it! In the first place, the State Secretary himself should voluntarily resign, and those who have the same spirit like him should likewise resign from the key positions, otherwise the revival of the Church will not come! We came to this conclusion when we were searching for the hidden root of the liquidation of our Church in Ukraine. This hidden and common root is likewise destroying the whole Western Church. 

We are calling all the bishops and cardinals as well as the souls entrusted to You, so that in this year 2006 we all prayed, if possible the so-called prayer-guards (1 hour daily) for the Holy Father and for a revival of the Church! Without God’s grace the revival will not come!

The Holy Father is aware  what is necessary but he does not have the strength to fight. That is why he needs support of individual bishops, and therefore every bishop and cardinal fully bears responsibility for the Church and her future together with the Holy Father. He will either support him or will stand up against. The Vatican dicasteries will either be purified, or they will bring the decay of the Church to an end through the criminal abuse of authority and abuse of obedience! There is no other alternative. Any postponement nowadays signifies a slow bleed to death. 

Carissime, Jesus called His faithful to Himself and chose Twelve (Mt 10:1-5). You were also chosen by Jesus to help to lead the Church entrusted to You over to the third millenium! Realize that also You have together with the Holy Father the responsibility for the whole Church! 

Asking for prayer,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD., OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD., OSBM

P.S.: The form of constant prayer and some of the relevant issues are explained in the book “Four Words from Ukraine” (www.community.org.ua)

Address:

OSBM Monastery

Pidhirci

Brody District

Lviv Region

80660

Ukraine
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