The truths of the faith
Spiritual battle

(a biblical lesson)

Learn by heart Eph 6:10-13
Where are we to seek our strength? (v. 10) 
What armour are we to put on and why? (v. 11) 
Who do we wrestle against? (v. 12) 
Why are we to take up the whole armour of God? (v. 13) 
What are the parts of the whole armour of God? Enumerate them. (v. 14-17)
When are we to pray and how? (v. 18) 
A) Battle of faith

What were the Israelites to do and who fought for them? (Ex 14:13-14) 
What was happening when Moses held up his hands, and what when he lowered them? (Ex 17:10-11) 
What were Aaron and Hur doing? (Ex 17:12-13)
Tell in brief about the fall of Jericho. (Jos 5:13-6:27)
What did the Lord say to Joshua? (Jos 6:2-3)
What happened when the people of God began to shout with faith? (Jos 6:20)
Tell in brief about the battle of Gideon. (Jdg 6:36-7:25)
What did the Israelites do and what the enemies that night? (Jdg 7:21)
What did the Lord do? (Jdg 7:22)

Tell in brief about the spiritual battle of Jacob. (Gen 32:1-33)
What was Jacob doing that night? (v. 25)

What did Jacob say? (v. 27)
Who did Jacob wrestle with and who prevailed? What name was he given? (v. 29) 
Tell in brief about the battle of David and Goliath. (1Sam 17:1-58)
What experience did David have of God delivering him from various dangers? (1Sam 17:37) 
What did David say to Goliath? (v. 45-47)
How did David prevail against Goliath? (v. 49) 
Tell in brief about the battle led by Jehoshaphat. (2Chron 20:1-30)
What did Jehoshaphat do when he came to know that there were three armies coming against him? (v. 3-4) 
What happened when the Israelites began to sing and praise the Lord? (v. 22-23) 
Tell in brief about the battle of Elijah the prophet with idolaters. (1Kings 18:1-46)

What did the prophet Elijah say to all the people? (v. 21) 
How did the prophet Elijah pray? (v. 36-37)
What happened after his prayer? (v. 38)
Tell in brief about the salvation of the Israeli nation through queen Esther. (Est 4-7) 
What did Mordecai say to queen Esther? (Est 4:14)

What did Esther reply to him? (Est 4:16)
What did Esther say to the king? (Est 7:6)

B) Battle with the devil

Who is our adversary and what is he trying to do? (1Pt 5:8)

What are we to do? (1Pt 5:9; Jam 5:7)

Tell in brief the contents of 13th and 17th chapter of the Book of Revelation.

What did the Apostle John see? (Rev 13:11-12)

What does the beast cause everyone to do? (Rev 13:16-17) 
Who does the beast and those who are with the beast make war on? (Rev 17:14) 
Who conquered the beast and why? (Rev 17:14)
What is said about those who are with the Lamb? What are they like? (Rev 17:14)
C) Battle with the demonic poison in us (pride, lusts)

What is deceitful above all things? (Jer 17:9) 
What comes out of the centre of our corrupted nature? (Mt 15:19) 
What are we to do? (Mt 16:24)
What are we to do if our hand, eye causes us to sin? How was this understood by the saints? (Mt 5:29-30) 
How are we to treat our enemies? (Mt 5:44)
D) Battle with the servants of the devil 
How are we to treat the apostates, traitors of Christ? (2Jn 7-11; Mt 7:15-20)
What did Jesus say about those who were not converted and did not repent? (Jn 8:43-45)
Who is the devil? (Jn 8:44)
How did the devil fight with Christ? (Mt 4:3-10)
How does satan disguise himself? (2Cor 11:14) 
How do immature Christians treat false Christ’s servants? (2Cor 11:4) 
Who in fact are these false servants of Christ? (2Cor 11:13)
How do they disguise themselves? (2Cor 11:15)
What group of people was adverse to Christ, and what did He say to them? (Mt 23:13-15)
How did He call them? (Mt 23:27; Mt 27:33)
What did the Pharisees say about Jesus? (Jn 10:20; Jn 8:52)
What will be the devil’s end and the end of those who do not want to be converted and repent? (Rev 20:10-15)
Where is the strength in the battle against the devil and against his servants? (Ef 6:10.14)

E) Battle with the deceitful system of the world
Who and what overcomes the world? (1Jn 5:4-5) 
Who has overcome the world? What are we to do? (Jn 16:33)
What should our attitude to the world be like? (1Jn 2:15)
Is it possible to be a friend of the world and a friend of God at the same time? (Jam 4:4) 
What is in store for Christ’s disciples? (Jn 16:1-4)
F) Example of the Apostle Paul 

What did the Apostle Paul experience? (2Cor 7:5)
What does he advise to the Christians of Philippi? (Phil 1:27-30)
What does the Apostle Paul testify to? (1Cor 9:26-27)

1Cor 15:31-34

Rom 8:35-37

2Cor 11:23-27

2Cor 4:10-12

Gal 2:20

1Tim 4:7-8

Discussion
What is the influence of the deformation inside the Church through the so-called historic-critical theology upon the loss of the faith?
What is the influence of modern psychology and philosophy? What foundation are they built upon?
What is the influence of billboards, television, mass media, and people with the spirit of the world? 

Remember:

This is a battle for eternal life! 
The conditions for victory: repentance – walking in the truth – in Christ; a life of prayer; a community where there is the Spirit of God, the spirit of zealousness and prayer and where the Word of God is embodied in practical life.
Tell by heart Eph 6:10-13
Supplement to the biblical lesson “Spiritual battle”
Every Christian has to know what the spiritual battle is. We have to know the concrete techniques, psychological and other means which the devil uses in his fight, how he abuses our weak spots, our fear, our little faith and how he is able to force even us ourselves to dig our own grave, whereafter he throws us inside and says that we have only ourselves to blame. 
The cunningness of the devil is the same as in the time when Christ lived on earth, the same as in the time of the Maccabean martyrs, the same as in the time of King David who describes in his Psalms the cunningness of people who are unrighteous. On their beds they speculate on how to kill the righteous man. The Apostle Paul says that the devil disguises himself as an angel of light and his servants do likewise. 
When Christ fought against the spirit of lie, He was predominantly coming into conflict with the Church hierarchy of that time. Who crucified Christ? Neither atheists nor the Romans – these became mere instruments. But who was it that condemned Christ internally and then by means of manipulation compelled state power to liquidate Him? It was the Church hierarchy which at the same time referred to God!
John’s Gospel (from 5th to 9th chapter) reveals a constant tension between Christ and His disciples on one side and the Pharisees and Scribes on the other. They say about Him with malignity that He has a demon. In other places the Scripture records how they insult Christ, saying that He is mentally ill and that He went out of His mind. Even His closest relatives – His cousins – talk about Him in this way. When Jesus is doing miracles, His enemies cannot deny them, so they say: “This man is doing it only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons.” What does Christ say to it? That it is a sin against the Holy Spirit. So what concretely is a sin against the Holy Spirit? If somebody says about the people who appear publicly in God’s power, proclaim the full Gospel, have the same Spirit as Christ, as the Apostles, as the Apostle Paul or St. Basil or other saints who defended the foundations of the faith, that they are people who work for the devil’s kingdom, or that they do miracles by help of occultism, in spite of the fact that these people fight against occultism. Such mendacious statements are a sin against the Holy Spirit. The root of this sin is hardness of human heart. Those who tell such lies do not want to know the truth. Many times they do know what the truth is, but they distort it and demagogically lie in order to manipulate the common believers whom, on top of everything, they oblige with obedience. In this way the Church hierarchy proceeded against Christ too. 
What about the spiritual battle in the history of the Church? The Pope Martin defended God’s interests and orthodoxy. The Roman caesar humiliated him therefor, cast him into prison and the Pope suffered a lot. 
In the 4th century the heresy of Arianism spread. St. Athanasius fought against it the most. At the first Council in 325 he was present just as a deacon but already at that time he fought against heresies along with the orthodox bishops. It was then that they condemned the heresy. Emperor Constantine I acknowledged their resolution, but the heretics, in order to find favour with the state authorities, continued their evasions. In the meantime, Athanasius was appointed archbishop. He came under attack and was even exiled several times. His fight lasted 50 years. However, it did not end with his death. The heresy took hold in Germanic states and endured up to the 7th century. It was fought against throughout 300 years. The fight involved even bloodshed and wars. If heresies penetrate into the Church, it is like poison getting into human body. 
Our struggle is not against flesh and blood. We do not wrestle against people. Though outwardly we do wrestle as if against them, but they are not the main culprits; we wrestle against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. So is it literally expressed by the Apostle Paul. Therefore we have to put on the whole armour of God, as it is written in the Epistle to the Ephesians 6:12-18. 
For three centuries there was a law in force which stated that who was a Christian and confessed it had to be punished with death. Emperor Caligula fed the Christians to carnivorous fish. Another emperor – Nero – hanged the Christians on crosses, smeared them with tar and burnt them, so that they were burning like human torches. Yet it would have been sufficient for them to throw a single grain to demons as a sign of betrayal of Christ and he would have showered them with the greatest honours. One really has to be absolutely clear about the fight with these powers of darkness. 
One of the covert forms of the spiritual battle is the fight against homoeopathy which, in essence, is magic connected with divination!
God seeks people who are willing to fight. Who goes to the war has to be prepared for death, and that seriously. If we want to fight for Christ we have to take into account that our old self – the traitor in us – must die. We cannot fight for Christ with our own strength because of this very fact that within us is the infection of the poison of original sin. However, we have to be aware that Christ is in us too and that He who is in us is stronger than he who is in the world.
How can we overcome the devil? Not with might, not with intelligence. The devil is stronger, more intelligent than we are. We can overcome only by humility. The devil is the spirit of pride. He hates humility – the truth. He is a liar and that is why he hates the truth. Jesus is the Truth! When we abide in the truth (in Christ), we will overcome the devil. But if we abide in a lie, though only a little bit, he will totally deceive us. We will not overcome him. 
In the spiritual battle we have to be aware of our positive features but also of our weak spots. The same aspects we have to perceive with our enemy too – where is his strength and where is his weak spot. These are the basic principles of a fight. Then I need to put two and two together, whether I am prepared to fight or not. I also have to know the technique how the enemy fights, what psychological methods he uses, what threats... First he will praise you, then he will use even the closest people to play a dirty trick on you, and will set your friends against you. Or he will plunge you into some sorrow or depression and totally paralyze you. One must know the combat strategy. If I am united with Jesus, I will overcome even if I should be beheaded, because it is God’s fight, not mine. In the Old Testament, too, Moses said to the people of Israel: “The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” (Ex 14:14) The battle is God’s. That was why they walked on dry ground even through the Red Sea. That was why Israel prevailed when during the battle with the enemy in the desert Moses held up his hands stretched out to God all day long. We are really in a spiritual battle. The condition is absolute commitment – obedience of faith – which we see with the Mother of God, and a prayer that lifts up spiritual mountains of demons and evil. 
An example of fight can also be seen in the Book of Chronicles. When three enemy armies were coming against Israel to battle, the Israelites sang and praised the Lord and God sent down a spirit of confusion on two of the enemy commanders. These waged war against the third enemy and finally stood against one another. They massacred each other. The Israelites, however, just praised the Lord in faith and went into the fight. When they came to the battlefield, all enemies had already been dead without whatever intervention of the Israelites.
God did a similar miracle a few years ago. The greatest militant power ever was the Soviet Union – without firing a shot this great power fell. I remember that in the time of elections we prayed intensively for three hours for the fall of Communism. And then Gorbachev acceded to the presidency. 
It is necessary for us to know what army we are fighting in. We are fighting in the army of Christ. We have to use the weapons which Christ gives us. We have to protect ourselves with the shield of faith, with the helmet of salvation and with the breastplate of righteousness. We must have the sword, which is the Word of God. Our fight is not against people but against the powers of darkness. We are aware of it. These powers influence the mass media, the public opinion and abuse the people. We fight against these powers. The last word in this fight is God’s.
There has always been the battle for salvation. This battle was fought by the apostles, all of whom died martyrs – not immediately but later. Whole generations of Christians up to the 4th century had thousands and hundreds of thousands of martyrs. Even in this new millennium there are hundreds of martyrs. In India, in Arabian states the Christians are tortured and killed; in Viet Nam, in Korea, in China they are put into prisons. However, the worst situation is here where the spirit of antichrist has usurped power. It pretends to be on high spiritual level and through the Church authority destroys the foundations of faith, drives out the Spirit of God and brings in the spirit of New Age. This way of fight is the most perfidious one. 
Yet it is Jesus who has the last word. He is the Victor! Let us be faithful to Him!
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