Spiritual programme of the Focolare movement
2nd February 2007, Pidhirtsi 

State Secretary 

Card. Tarcisio Bertone

Città del Vaticano

Your Eminence,

concerning the affair of Bishop S.W. in Poland at the turn of the years 2006/2007 we want to draw Your attention to the fact that collaboration of the clergy with the State Security Committee (KGB - StB in the Czech Republic) is not only a problem of Poland, but of all postcommunist states. There was practically no priest that would not come into contact with KGB at that time and would not be included in the documentary records which were rendered by KGB employees. However, this does not mean that all who were recorded there really collaborated with KGB. 

An example of one of us: Father Eliáš Antonín Dohnal served as a priest in the Roman-Catholic Church from 1972 to 1991, later he joined an Eastern religious order and changed the rite thereby. He explained to us the whole problem as well as his personal experience in more detail. After a car accident in 1976 he was visited by an officer of StB. After the talk related to the accident the officer asked him to sign a paper which stated that he would be silent on that visit. He signed, but immediately afterwards he visited several neighbouring priests and informed them about the visit he had. When the StB officer came for the second time, he threw him out fully aware of the consequences, that he will probably no longer be allowed to serve publicly as a priest. Nothing happened at first, but later on when a spiritual awakening started in the parish, he was transferred to a remote place where a monstrous process was constructed against him. Called up by StB in Opava he was told – either a trial and at least five years of prison, or a voluntary visit to a psychiatrist at the “needs” of StB. Finally neither of these was realized, it was settled by a mere deprival of the function of parish priest (administrator) and for the next two years he served under supervision as a chaplain. Thereout one year he was in a village where about 400 sisters from 14 religious institutes were concentrated. Afterwards, he was assigned to supposingly the worst parish as its administrator. At this new place he wrote and mimeographed (which was a punishable activity) essays on the defence of faith against spreading liberalism and occultism. There was a group of students who cooperated with him. This period of time also includes the report about Fr. F. Lobkowicz (in the present time the bishop of the Ostrava diocese) which was published at the end of the year 2006 in the Czech Republic (CR) with the aim to compromise this bishop. However, he did Fr. E. no wrong. It seems that the compromising attack on Bishop F.Lobkowicz comes from liberal circles which are displeased at the fact that this bishop is not in so-called full unity with them or with the Focolare leadership. In his place of Bishop of Ostrava they were pushing a Focolare priest I.F. 

Regarding Poland, we were shocked by the response of Bishop S.W. He refused lustration with words: “Only after my admission in Warsaw.” Bishop S.W. knew that when he will already be archbishop, cardinal and primate of Poland (the post in Warsaw is automatically connected with these Church positions), then for the sake of higher good both the Polish Church and Vatican will be forced to shield his offences and egoistic interests. 

An even more serious case is the Greek-Catholic Exarch L. Hučko in the Czech Republic. Before his consecration (May 2003) the Ukrainians (Greek-Catholic majority in CR) silently demonstrated for about two weeks in front of the Apostolic Nunciature in Prague holding a placard: “We demand lustration of L. Hučko”. Pressures towards the publication of the whole affair in the massmedia were strong, but unlike Poland the Focolare movement by help of its net and its contacts reduced the massmedia to silence. Card. M. Vlk pronounced: “We saw to it that nothing of it be published.” Still, an edition of “Metro” published a short article. L. Hučko along with an advocate of Card. M. Vlk immediately turned to police. The police inquired into the matter and decently announced that “the article contained no defamatory information, only such that was generally known”. So the police itself had to bring both Focolare leaders into line. Why instead of visiting the police and intimidating and silencing those who were demanding lustration did L. Hučko himself not ask with manfulness for this lustration? If he had been innocent, he would have nothing to fear. By this gesture he would have disarmed all enemies. However, he refused the lustration. Card. M. Vlk and Card. A. Sodano covered all this by pointing at the fact that “he had been appointed by the Holy See and the Holy See cannot be wrong, naturally”. 

And so L. H. became a bishop. When two years later the archives of the State Security Committee were uncovered, although they included records of both Greek-Catholic bishops of Slovakia – Exarch M. Chautur CSsR and Bishop J. Babjak S.J. – the records of Bishop L. Hučko “disappeared”. How could they disappear? It is generally known that there are at least two Focolarines employed in the Ministry of Internal Affairs. It is a public secret that the Focolare movement had a permission from its leadership to cooperate with the Communist regime. So right after the fall of Communism they managed to secure key positions in the Church and a great influence in the state departments. That was also why Card. M. Vlk could forbid all newspapers in CR from publishing the report about the compromising past of L. Hučko. For 20 years L. Hučko was the leader of Focolare in the former CSSR (Czechoslovak Socialist Republic). This movement should have been specially watched by StB because: 1) the centre of the movement was in a foreign country, 2) it belonged to the Catholic Church, 3) it worked especially with the youth. Or could StB miss the fact that this movement was organizing so-called secret gatherings (Mariapoli) which were participated by a multitude of youth – or maybe StB had beforehand been informed of that and therefore let them be? Moreover, L. Hučko as the leader of a secret Church organization worked at that time even in a production sphere which was strategic (Slovnaft concern) and achieved the scientific degree of “candidate of sciences”. Everyone who lived in those times knows that such degree could be achieved only by a member of the Communist party, or by an agent or spy of StB. It is ridiculous to claim that StB did not know who L. Hučko was. Supposing that all records of L. Hučko disappeared, or that there had never been any, then a question arises: Was his cooperation not on a higher and more covert level than the cooperation of those who were found in the StB records? 

In 2003, when L. Hučko was consecrated a bishop, there was a law in effect in CR that everyone who held a higher office had to go through so-called lustration. It is a big shame to the Church that she not only avoided lustration but even denounces those who demand it to the police. The blame falls on the leadership of Focolare in CR and therefore they must repent of it adequately. In this case as well as for other of his offences (robbery, deceits, lawless liquidation of a delegature of pontifical right) L. Hučko must be withdrawn from the office of Greek-Catholic Exarch in Prague. In addition, his forcible installation by Card. M. Vlk and Card. A. Sodano, in spite of all protests of believers, is an injustice to this Eastern Church in CR where almost 95% of the believers are Ukrainians. These were thus precluded from an opportunity to have their own exarchate and their own bishop in the same way as it is in other states of Europe. 

It is necessary to bring to light the whole activity of Focolare in CR and to expose the antichristian substance of the whole movement. Surely, there are ordinary members who are not initiated into the higher politics of the movement and certain obscurities are explained to them only one-sidedly and thus submitted to be believed by them. These members are convinced of absolute innocence of the movement. 

What is the true face of Focolare love and unity? 

Where sin is not called sin and evil is not called evil, but all is covered with a phrase of love, it is not possible to speak about true repentance and Christianity at all. Love without truth does not exist! Nowadays, when the world is full of impurity, occultism, all kind of sin and rebellion against God, it is a false vision for Christians to try to make unity with the world which has not received Christ and lies under the sway of the wicked one (cf. 1Jn 5:1), or with pagan religious systems which are soaked through and through with demonic powers and with the spirit of antichrist (cf. 1Cor 10:20-22). 

Spiritual programme of the Focolare movement:

1) Unity with the world without respecting the Decalogue, without discernment of sin, good end evil, truth and lie, without discernment of Christ and antichrist! 

2) Unity and mergence with pagan religions and with their magic practices. 

This is what the Focolare movement calls love today.

Older priests and professors of theology warned us of the danger of this movement especially with regard to the sixth commandment (i.e. keeping the celibate)! Someone even uttered a term: “Focolare harlot house”. We understood that term in such a way that as there is a woman standing in the forefront, the whole movement is led by womanish spirituality, sensitivity, by various side ways avoiding directness and confrontation with the truth. At one meeting with bishops Chiara L. said: “I felt like Christ among the apostles.” Providing that she repented, she could perhaps say “like Mary Magdalene among the apostles.” 
We also thought that the above-mentioned term was pointing at the question of the doctrine of the faith and at the violation of the first commandment (religious syncretism).
Today we know that these older priests meant the sixth and the ninth commandment. No wonder! If this movement does not emphasize truth and repentance, nor does it tolerate any mention of the reality of spiritual fight, and if it does not radically fight against sin and against the pressure of the demoralized world, then the injured human nature regularly causes that impurity and carnal pleasures are not called a sin but love! An example of this is the enforcement of the act of registered homosexual partnership in CR, for which the biggest blame falls upon the Focolarine Card. M. Vlk. 

If someone dares to remind the movement leaders of the Decalogue and God’s justice, one is immediately menacingly reduced to silence by a phrase that he/she has a false and deformed image of God, for God, they say, is first of all love. If this “daring fellow” is a member of this movement, he is immediately rebuked: “Brother, you’re not in unity”, or “Brother, you’ve got no love!”

Personal testimony: At a meeting of the Focolare movement in Prague, where in the centre was a big photograph of Chiara Lubich, a young Focolare priest was holding a young Focolare girl by her hand for about five minutes, they were looking in each other’s eyes and stroking each other’s hand. The bystanding Focolarines saw nothing bad about it, on the contrary, they behaved similarly! 

The movement is based on spiritual and moral syncretism whose fruit is e.g. in CR, where the Church leadership is held by Focolarines, external apostasy of believers from the Church and internal apostasy from the biblical and Catholic identity. It is necessary that the false gloriole be torn off and that the whole movement either repent in truth or be dissolved because its activity is to a great detriment of the Church. The worst thing is that the leadership is unable to receive the spirit of truth and genuine repentance, therefore apparently the only possibility that remains really is that either this movement will continue destroying the Church with impunity, or it will be dissolved. May God do a miracle so that this movement could finally receive the spirit of repentance and truth! 

However, in order to create at least minimal conditions so that God may do this miracle, at least one of the Focolarines holding the key positions in this movement would have to repent publicly in relation to the most elementary issues connected with the Catholic faith and moral life. 

1) What kind of repentance should there be on the part of the founder Ch. Lubich? Returning all doctorates of honour, medals and awards from buddhists, hinduists, Rotary Club and others, along with a public apology for thereby having given a bad example and offence! Abolishing prem-yoga, renouncing the spirit which is behind yoga vibrations as well as the spirit of false unity with the world which is hidden behind the misused term “love”. She should likewise renounce the unclean spirit and the spirit of lie which is hiding in this movement behind the terms “love” and “unity”. At the same time she should thereby open both herself and the whole movement to the Spirit of truth and repentance. 

2) Regarding the form of repentance for the Focolarine Card. M. Vlk –the only thing expected of him is sound self-criticism. That means that in proper time, i.e. 17th May 2007 when he will reach his 75 years of age, he should retire from the office of the Archbishop of Prague. 

We believe that he will be able to make a penitent gesture, i.e. to confess that for 15 years he has been shielding by his silence the heresies of the apostate Prof. T. Halík, which has done great harm to the Church; and besides, before his retirement to pronounce a clear word on these heresies and to dissociate himself from them, which is necessary to the recovery of the Church. 

The next gesture should be a public rehabilitation of unjustly harmed orthodox professors. 

3) What repentance should there be on the part of the (Focolare) Archbishop of Olomouc Jan Graubner? First of all justly to admit his mistake in supporting the Oriental spirituality by way of zen-buddhist recollections for religious which were a part of their formation at the theological faculty. Next he should repent publicly in front of the priests entrusted to him that for 15 years he allowed them to be deformed by atheistic spirit which is connected with the educational system of HCT at the theological faculty. He should likewise repent of his support of unsound feminism, in particular that he approved the appointment of a woman to the post of dean of the theological faculty, and in addition, that he is supporting professors who try to enforce clerical ordination of women! 

4) The Focolare bishop L. Hučko should repent that during the Communist regime he was in active contact with StB and he stubbornly denies this fact. Further he should repent of the lawless liquidation of a delegature and of stealing its property as well as of stealing the whole property belonging to an old widow K.Š. 

Conclusion:

Your Eminence, we realize that it is not decisive who someone was in the past but who one is today. If in the past one erred and for example collaborated with StB or promoted HCT (which has a far more detrimental impact), but one repents of it sincerely at present and, on the contrary, now defends Christ, then it is necessary here to emphasize mercy. However, if a religious person was betraying Christ in the past and now remains in this state and abuses the Church office against Christ and the Church, then the Church is obliged to check up, “to lustrate”, even the past of that particular hierarch and to deprive him of his office! 

And concerning the Focolare movement, let us return to the term “Focolare harlot house”. It is human to sin; however, it is demonical not to call sin as sin! This conscious disregard for the reality of sin prevents the Holy Spirit from leading the deceived Catholics towards true conversion without which there is no salvation. 

Therefore the catchphrase about love which destroys the truth here is in its substance a sin against the Holy Spirit. 

This is the main and a covert problem of the whole Focolare movement. 

This movement reached an unusual growth in the postconciliar era. They managed precisely to grasp a decadent spiritual wave in the Church. A false postconciliar spirit, which opened the Church to the spirit of the world as well as to the spirit of syncretism and liberalism, even to atheism through HCT, got incarnate and created unity with the Focolare movement and became the bearing stream of a mortal infection inside the whole Church. We say that Chiara has the spirit of Jezebel, and that because of the fact that through the movement she officially, though covertly, incorporates an antichristian spirit into the whole Church! What a cheat, when in this all the movement appears as the model of a newly reformed Church! But of what sort of a Church? Of such where there is no more difference between truth and lie, where one does not need to repent any more, where the spirit of lie has made false unity between “the new” Church and the world. And therefore the founder of Focolare has to renounce this spirit or this movement must be dissolved! 

In Christ,

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM
Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lviv region, Ukraine 
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Copy to:

· His Holiness Benedict XVI

· The Congregation for Bishops

· Cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church

PAGE  
4

