 Pidhirtsi 18th March 2006

Synod of UGCC

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Our statement as to the “Report of synodal commission” under the leadership of Sophron Mudryi OSBM, Bishop emeritus of Ivano-Frankivsk.

A) Conclusion was proposed and signed by Bishop emeritus Sophron Mudryi OSBM on 2nd March 2006. He is citing CCEO can. 1447 and 1445. Both canons mention punishments for high crimes above all against the Holy Father, and the punishment is major excommunication.

We are not struggling against the Church and the Holy Father; on the contrary, we are turning to him, writing letters to him and pointing at the danger for the Church, which is the spirit of the New Age connected with the spirit of schism. The “SOS” letter points at an abuse of Church power by the State Secretariate of Vatican and by some officials of the dicasteries (Mons. A. Veglio). The points at issue can be treated only by the Pope himself or by a commission assigned by him. 

Until the present day the Holy Father has seen no need to prohibit us from writing these letters, or even to punish us. The content of our letters is not to the detriment, yet quite the opposite, to a true benefit of the Church.

Our letters have also been read by all cardinals of the Catholic Church and by a number of bishops. Up to this time no one has reproved us that we are doing harm to the Church, quite the contrary, several of them have already written  to us that they are praying for us and that they are grateful for our voice. 

Supposing that pointing at an apparent evil is called a blackening, and for warning against this evil one proposes major excommunication, then it reminds of an abuse of Church authority which resulted in the priest Jan Hus’ being burned to death in 1415. If instead of burning him they would have accepted his critical voice calling for repentance, the wars lasting for years as well as Protestantism would not have needed to occur!!! Unlike Jan Hus, we are not preaching any heresies. The condemned heresies which were taught by Jan Hus, compared with what is nowadays taught at UCU (Ukrainian Catholic University) in Lviv, are virtues. For example, a heresy Jan Hus proclaimed was that a bishop or a priest who lives in deadly sin is invalidly celebrating the mass and administering the sacraments. Similar was also taught by an Orthodox saint Simeon New Theologian.

We considered H.E. Bishop Sophron Mudryi to be an honest man, one who had helped us for a number of times, and we are sorry that we are forced to point at his hypocrisy. The document of the conclusion is made out on 2nd March 2006 and the report on 6th March 2006. Logical is that first there should be a report and only out of that report one draws a conclusion! This signalizes that the conclusion was prepared already beforehand! 

В) Analysis of the report

1) We proclaim that the formulation of the private talk between us and Bishop emeritus S. Mudryi OSBM from 1st February 2006 is artificially constructed. By means of seeming trivialities there is a tendentious tone (impression) evoked. 

2) Quotation: “…letters of the Pidhirtsi fathers from Slovakia and Czech Republic” 

Answer: Two of us – Fr. Eliáš and Fr. Metoděj are from Czech Republic; however, Fr. Markian is neither from Czech Republic nor from Slovakia, but from Ukraine! 

3) Quotation: “In us was born a pain of soul and a cry against naked injustice which we, as young priests, a group of monks of OSBM, have noticed within the last years.”

Answer: “This sentence, similarly as other replies of ours, was made up by Bishop emeritus Sophron Mudryi himself. The average arithmetical age of us three is 45 years. And the average clerical age of ours is 16 years. So the question here is not our immaturity and indiscretion! We were struggling as early as the Communist era, in secret and with a risk of imprisonment we were duplicating essays against liberalism, pharisaism and occultism in which as early as 1988 we richly used citations of Cardinal J. Ratzinger “Dialogues with V. Messori”. 

As for the pain of soul, we do have it, yet not over ourselves but over the system which is liquidating everything living and truly Catholic (orthodox) in UGCC as well as in the whole Church. 

4) Quotation: “We applied for an establishment, for us Basilians from the Czech Republic, of a separate monastery sui iuris.”

Answer: The monastery sui iuris was applied for by eight monks, thereout four monks from Ukraine, one from the Slovak Republic and only three from the Czech Republic. 

5) As to the document by Card. L. Husar № 399/2003 from 6th August 2004 addressed to state authorities – until the present day he has not withdrawn it. 

Concerning the affairs in the year 1996, when the present Cardinal L. Husar was lawlessly installed by Cardinal A. Sodano as head of UGCC, all is documented in the autobiographic book by Metropolitan S. Sulyk, an eye-witness of all these internal events. 

As for Card. L. Husar and simony with regard to episcopal consecration, we turned to the Apostolic Nuncio so that he should inquire into that matter because this news is being publicly spread throughout UGCC. The copy we sent only to competent persons, namely to Card. A. Sodano, to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and to You, bishops of UGCC. Whether the matter was duly inquired by the Apostolic Nuncio and what the conclusion of the inquiry is like, we do not know. The issue of simony is being publicized by Card. L. Husar himself and not by us. 

We, as religious persons, can see that the problem of simony in our UGCC is very topical and painful and it is necessary to solve it. This is the question of a whole corrupted system which is generally known. The matter here in particular is simony connected with seminary entrance, with ordination, with parish assignment and recently it has been publicly spoken even about simony connected with episcopal consecration. CCEO can. 1461 and can. 1462 states: “Who would use simony and thus administer consecration or receive it, must be deprived of the clerical state…” God’s Word says the following: “Your money perish with you, because you thought that gift of God could be purchased with money! You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for Your heart is not right in the sight of God.” (Acts 8:20-21)

C) What is the matter?
Actually we are persecuted for the true Catholic teaching and true Catholic (orthodox) spirit which is expressed in the book of the present Holy Father Benedict XVI. “Dialogues with V. Messori” and in our book “Four Words from Ukraine” (www.community.org.ua).

We are orthodox Catholics (truly believing) and thereby we are also in full unity with the Holy Father. We firmly stand against the spirit of the New Age and against the spirit of schism. We found out that the Congregation for the Oriental Churches is systematically abusing the pontifical authority against the Pope and we also found out by experience that behind all that stands the State Secretary of Vatican Card.A. Sodano. That was why we wrote two letters to the Holy Father and to cardinals. In one we point at how this infection works in the highest posts in the Church and in the other at a solution, namely – depriving the State Secretariate of Vatican of the spiritual power, abolishment of the dicasteries and realization of a reform by a shift of many of the powers to local Churches. In Vatican would thus be left only one office, and that the most essential one which is connected with the pontifical service, namely with the defence of faith and morals – that means the defence of orthodoxy, true Catholicism!!!

We have nothing against ecumenism and mutual cooperation with the Orthodox; however, we are following the basis and that is the distinction as to our and their identity. Our aim is an accurate and Catholic interpretation of the primacy. This but is not the main problem, the main problem is that many believers and spiritual persons have the spirit of the world. 

Since we wrote our letters to the Holy Father and cardinals of the whole Church, the right to judge us for the letters is not with the UGCC Bishops’ synod without the permission by the Holy Father himself. The Synod must at least ask His Holiness about his opinion of this matter.

As for the pointing out the defalcations committed by Card. A. Sodano, it likewise is quite a serious matter which is also to be resolved by the Holy Father himself because what we are actually doing is that we are supporting the Holy Father and the whole suffering Church – those who through an abuse of obedience were silenced and liquidated. Resolving whether we are telling the truth or whether we are blackening is only within the competence of the Holy Father. The fact that H.E. Bishop emeritus S. Mudryi OSBM is proposing punitive canons 1447, 1445, namely that we should be deprived of priesthood and excommunicated, is a meanness from his part. 

Let those who want to excommunicate us think over themselves, let they think over their way of thinking, their sins and theological opinions, whether they did not separate themselves from Christ and His mystical body long ago and whether now they are not just dead members of the Church. 

In Christ,

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

P.S.: During the private talk with H.E. Bishop Sophron Mudryi OSBM we pointed out some of the activities of Card. L. Husar. H.E. Bishop Sophron confirmed that such a person should not be a bishop…
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