Pidhirci 26th July 2005

Card. Mons. Ignace Moussa I Daoud

Prefect

Congregation for the Oriental Churches

Glory to Jesus Christ!

Your Eminence,

the Congregation for the Oriental Churches designed a visitation for us and assigned Mons. Hlib Lonchina as the visitator. 

On 9th July 2005, Fr. Markian Hitiuk, OSBM, arrived at the visitation together with a jurist of ecclesiastic law (an advocate). Regrettably, after a telephone call, probably with an employee of Your Congregation, the visitator announced that an ecclesiastic advocate must not be present at the visitation. And moreover, the visitator categorically refused to have a protocol made out from the visitation. 

Fathers Eliáš A. Dohnal, ThD., OSBM, Metoděj R. Špiřík, ThD., OSBM and Roman V. Šelepko, ThLic., OSBM,  apologized with an explanation that the canonical term has expired and their case falls under the competence of the Apostolic Signature to which we all appealed asking for a proper court treatment. 

We had a serious suspicion of the visitation abuse, similarly as it had been abused by the General Superior, OSBM, in 2004.  The refusal of an advocate in such a serious situation confirmed our suspicion. 

We were informed, too, that in those days the Congregation for the Oriental Churches assigned that same visitator for the contemplative monastery of St. Elias the Prophet of Basilian sisters in Brjuchoviči. From our own experience we are really afraid that even here the point was in abusing the visitation with an aim to liquidate about 40 contemplative sisters, similarly as the Congregation for the Oriental Churches along with the OSBM superiors cooperated in the liquidation of 29 religious vocations of the Czech Delegature. However, the liquidation of the sisters, started by this visitation, would, of course, have been carried out in a decent and apparently an ecclesiastically legal way (as a so-called help for the sisters in their “complicated situation” – through a dissociation). 

For the whole year we were asking the Congregation for the Oriental Churches (10 pleading letters and recourses) to take a responsible treatment of our matter. The Congregation has not sent a single reply, on the contrary, it approved and supported this monstrous process illegally carried out against us by the OSBM Generalate. 

Speaking for all is the shocking case of Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík, Ing. ThD., OSBM. The OSBM Generalate demanded from him a commitment of the deadly sin of perjury. When Fr. Cyril gave an explanation and refused, he was divested of perpetual vows for the reason of “disobedience”. The Congregation for the Oriental Churches knew this. And not only that they did not want to hear his call, but even this decree of exclusion of Fr. Cyril Špiřík from OSBM was authoritatively approved by them. 

The Congregation also knew about the violation of basic human rights and about the rough abuse of the Church authority by Cardinal L. Huzar and the OSBM General Superior, who had turned in secret to state authorities and the SBU (State Security Service of Ukraine) (the former KGB) with a request for our deportation. They passed to them our personal data and falsely blackened us before them of an alleged disobedience. Being silent to this act,  the Congregation for the Oriental Churches is committing an offence. 

The Congregation for the Oriental Churches was doing all this in the name of the Holy Father, thus compromising the supreme authority in the Church!

In this situation we are now obliged to insist on a proper Church trial that would reveal the offences of the Church hierarchy, because this is the main problem. It is now out of place to divert the attention by an artificial visitation with prepared-in-advance conclusions. Now, when we have appealed to the Supreme Ecclesiastic Tribunal of the Apostolic Signature, the visitation has no sense because it is not a means to objectively solve the situation and to help attain right and justice! The suspicion that it is to cover injustice and to condemn the guiltless, is confirmed by the fact that the advocate and the visitation protocol were rejected. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk, ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Roman V. Šelepko, ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík, Ing. ThD., OSBM

Copies to:

· Holy Father Benedict XVI.

· Card. Mons. Angelo Sodano, the State Secretary of Vatican

· Mons. Ivan Jurkovič, Apostolic Nuncio

