His Holiness

Benedict XVI.

Supreme Pontiff

Your Holiness,

we are turning to You as to the highest Shepherd and Doctor of the Church. You are the successor to St. Peter the Apostle and the Vicar of Christ on earth. From Your position of the supreme authority, not just from the position of a private theologian, please, give the contemporary Catholics and the whole world in the name of Christ, whom You represent here on earth, the answer to the most essential issues of the faith which define the foundations of Christianity nowadays so much obscured. This obligatory pronouncement of Yours should likewise obligatorily be given to all bishops, all seminaries and theological faculties as an obligatory Catholic attitude!
This is Your first and foremost task on earth and in the Church – to be God’s interpreter of faith and morals! This is Your ministry of truth and love for the bleeding Church! In the name of thousands of disoriented Christians (above all of the faithful of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church /UGCC/) we are turning to You with earnestness, and with regard to the obligatory pronouncement we are presenting You the most acute problems of the Church, namely: 

1) Historic-critical theology (HCT)

2) Nostra aetate

3) Obedience to the Church authority

4) Means to the solution of internal crisis: appointment of visitators for the reform of theological study
1) HCT

Your view of a priest (bishop) is expressed by these words: “A priest must be a man who knows Christ interiorly, has encountered Him and learned to love Him. Therefore a priest first of all must be a man of prayer, a really spiritual person. Without strong spiritual foundation he cannot hold out to the end in his service.” 

As for the true reform of the Church You write: “The Church is here not in order to employ us as an organization of this world and to maintain herself, but in order to be an open way to eternal life for us all… The Church is not a community of those who have no need of a physician (cf. Mk 2:17), but a community of converted sinners.” (Zur Gemeinschaft gerufen, Wien 1991)

The most topical issue is the abolishment of HCT in the Catholic Church.

Professor Dr. Eta Linnemann, who was the prominent representative of HCT, yet after her conversion  repented of it in earnest, writes about historic-critical theology in her book “The Original or a Fake”: “The risk of the study of theology is quite big nowadays… One breathes in an atmosphere which is deadly as carbon monoxide, yet the one who keeps staying in it cannot recognize it anyway. If the Churches condition the access to the office of a parish-priest exclusively according to a regulated study at these theological faculties, thereby at the same time they actually make these faculties, as they are, have in this case ‘a clear conscience’. How great responsibility every bishop (and first of all the Pope) has in front of God, students and believers when by his silence he is giving consent to the spread of HCT at theological faculties in his diocese…

God’s children, one generation after another, those who were willing and eager to serve God, those we let ‘pass through fire’ and sacrificed them to this Moloch of atheistic theology. The result is generations of misled misleaders. When will we finally get converted and leave this idolatry?!”

Prof. L. was a student of R. Bultmann, E. Fuchs, E. Gogarthen and G. Ebeling. In 1978 she got converted, dissociated herself from HCT, burned her writings and invited others to do the same with her books. In this she should be followed even by all teachers at Catholic theological faculties who are adherents of HCT. However, this step cannot be made without genuine conversion, i.e. without renouncement of the spirit which is behind HCT and without receiving in fullness the Holy Spirit! 

Several heresies condemned by St. Pius X., which are nowadays propagated by HCT:

1. “One cannot prove the Divinity of Jesus Christ from the Gospel.” 

Answer: The whole Gospel and the whole New Testament are a testimony that Jesus is the true God and the true man. This has been sealed with the witness of martyr’s death not only by the apostles but also by millions of martyrs until this day. 

2. “The (historical) Christ, as described by history, stands deeply below the Christ that represents a subject of faith.” 

Answer: This heresy was condemned, but HCT continues proclaiming it in a heretic allegation about the existence of a Christ of history and a Christ of faith. 

3. “John’s writings are said to be not a real history but rather a mystical contemplation of the mystery of salvation without historical reality.”

Answer: Again, a lie and a condemned heresy. John the Apostle had no mystical dreams, he was an eye-witness of the life of Christ, he was even standing by the cross and was likewise the witness of Christ’s resurrection together with the other apostles. 

4. “The resurrection of the Saviour is not a real historical event but an unproved and unprovable phenomenon…, which has been gradually derived by the Christian consciousness.”

Answer: This heresy was condemned already by St. Pius X.; however, it is still proclaimed. E.g. in Slovakia (but not only there) a certain professor claims: “The resurrection of Christ is not a historical but a transhistorical event.” When the students asked: “Is it at the same time a historical event, too?”, the professor did not admit it but continued repeating that it is only transhistorical. This equivocation and practically a denial of the essential truth of faith about the Divinity of Christ and His resurrection has to be accepted by the students, otherwise they would not manage to finish their studies at this Catholic faculty. 

In the post-graduate study of theology in Poland the priests had to attend lectures on the subject of resurrection for three months. For all that time the lecturers were uncritically and with sympathies presenting all condemned heresies as scientific attitudes, and in the end, within the span of one lecture they dryly presented them the Catholic teaching which eventually, after all that had been said, sounded  unacceptable. This is the system how the future ThD. and the future professors are being formed. This is a crime. 

5. “If an exegete wants to get occupied with Biblical studies, first of all he must put aside whatever prejudice as for the supernatural origin of the Scriptures.”

Answer: This heresy was condemned by St. Pius X.; however, nowadays it is further proclaimed at theological faculties through HCT.

What does the Catechism (CCC) write about the Holy Scripture? “God is the author of Sacred Scripture.” (105); “God inspired the human authors of the sacred books.” (106); “The inspired books teach the truth.”(107)

Your book “Dialogues with V. Messori” mentions: “Following HCT, the Scripture is no longer read with respect to the tradition of the Church and with the Church, but in the sense of modern exegetic methods which are presented as scientific.”

Prof. Linnemann adds to this: “It has been decided to stand up in opposition to the Word of God as the revealed truth, and to stand up on the side of the wisdom of this world which in essence is atheistic even though it is holding the form of religion or taking God’s name in its mouth. This method is not scientific but demagogic. Demagogical hypothesizing must be accepted as evidence without any criticism, this is the (main) principle of HCT…”

“The one who wants to reach an academic level in theology, must dare to give space for atheism in his mind.”

St. Pius X. established an advisory council comprised of well-tested men of clergy in every diocese. He gave this reason: “What would it help us to give orders and regulations if these were not properly and accurately followed?” 

Your Holiness, we are calling in the name of thousands of defenceless: Following the example of St. Pius X., please, make again an obligatory condemnation of heresies but at the same time of the whole system of HCT as well, and likewise appoint concrete people who would accomplish the reform of theological study!

2) Nostra aetate 

The second root of poisoning is the false interpretation of the Nostra aetate declaration. The postconciliar interpretation of the key words “respect” and “rays of truth” was abused. Respect turned into fascination, Christianity was put on an equal level with paganism and the ray grew into the sun, but into a false one! The fruit of it is that for millions of people the light of salvation is being darkened and they are thus marching towards eternal perdition.  (cf. Four Words from Ukraine, 2005, www.community.org.ua)

The teaching of the Church is: “It would be contrary to the (Catholic) faith to consider the Church as one way of salvation alongside those constituted by the other (i.e. pagan) religions… One cannot attribute to these religions a divine origin. Their rituals, insofar as they depend on superstitions or other errors (heresies) (cf. 1Cor 10:20-21), constitute an obstacle to salvation.” (Dominus Iesus) Your Holiness, but the reality is that this doctrine of the Church is not taken seriously! 

All are expecting of You as the Vicar of Christ on earth a clear, obligatory word on the delicate problem of abuse of the interpretation of Nostra aetate so that they could find support in it. That is the biggest step from Your side towards the true renewal of the identity of the Church. 

The question of Islam 

Is really the person of our God in Christianity and in Judaism, that is Yahweh, identical with Allah? How is this viewed by Moslems themselves? 

Regrettably, the pronouncements of the so-called Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue are mostly confused and misleading!

3) Obedience to the Church authority

Nowadays the biggest crime is the abuse of authority in the Church towards her internal liquidation. We have pointed at some particular examples from among cardinals and bishops and still other are not so few and far. What about the seminary? A genuine candidate who enters the seminary takes it for granted that all that is presented to him is the teaching of the Catholic Church and that he must accept that all under obedience. He, in fact, has no obligation to be dubious of his superiors, of his teachers! Who is responsible for this disharmony? First of all the bishop; however, he is often powerless against the system of professors who make unity in heresy, have the spirit of heresy and artfully disguise themselves. All are sheltering themselves behind the Apostolic See (the Holy Father) and silence is regarded as an approval and recognition of this liquidation system.
Even if these spiritually poisoned graduates of theology finish their studies, they are no more able to save souls because they have no pain over their eternal condemnation and what is more, according to what they have been taught they regard mission as a harm to the Church. Their activity is propagation of the spirit of HCT, spirit of false interpretations of the Scripture, modern psychologies and occult practices. They will then kill even the remains of the faithful and that all in the name of the Church, in the name of the Holy Father, in the name of obedience. 

We offered models for the reform of study, namely in the book Four Words from Ukraine and in the paper from 13th May 2006 (viz www.community.org.ua).

The signs of time are explicitly pointing at the reality that we must prepare ourselves for persecution when for the sake of Christ and His witness we will have to sacrifice even our lives. However, supposing that we adopt the present-day teaching and the spirit which rules at the Catholic faculties, we unfortunately will not have strength to lay down our lives as martyrs for Christ’s sake! 

What aim is the spirit of the world pursuing nowadays in relation to a common believer, in relation to a student, priest or bishop? The aim is internal betrayal of Christ and His Gospel. That is the aim. 

When can one speak of martyrdom? When the Christian does not want to betray Christ and His Gospel. In the present the theological formation with the spirit of HCT and Nostra aetate brings up towards this betrayal. Martyrdom thus loses the sense. There is no reason why one should be persecuted. All these graduates of contemporary theology were compelled under holy obedience to adopt the spirit of betrayal. Only the one who slips out of this current norm still has a chance to be a martyr. Actually, he already is one! Because his persecutors and torturers are actually his own shepherds and Church superiors who have the spirit of the world! These, much more thoroughly than the most cruel atheistic system, can discern who has slipped out of their control. Only these bloodless martyrs can reach even the martyrdom of blood. 

Even You, Your Holiness, are exposed to this bloodless martyrdom; in spite of that, do not be afraid to make the reform. Then You have a big hope even of the martyrdom of blood. Do not be sad at Your advanced age, that our Saviour should forget You concerning this greatest privilege of a martyr’s crown. If only a little You will start doing what we are asking You to do in Christ’s name, You may be almost certain that the Lord will not forget You, as He did not forget even Roger Schütz. 

4) Means to the solution of internal crisis: appointment  of visitators for the reform of theological study
Abolishment of all theological faculties and seminaries?!

Beginning on a different ground? For it is a nonsense that the one who acquired from God the vocation of priesthood should throughout 6 years of study be exposed to everyday systematic pressure of the spirit of atheism (atheistic philosophy) since in the Catholic Church there is no alternative way to priesthood. 

Your Holiness, for a long time we have been discussing it with pain, praying and considering variants  pro and con and we came to a conclusion that by abolishing the structure the problem will not be solved, the problem remains with the people; however, the hitherto structure will not permit a sound formation, so it is a vicious circle. There must be Your radical intervention without which noone is able to cut this Gordian knot! 

We can see from the past that the greatest enemies of Christ and His teaching were the professional theologians: the scribes, experts in the Scriptures and theological tradition – the Pharisees, Sadducees and the class of the chief priests. These knew the Scriptures (the letter of the Scriptures) and in spite of that  they crucified Christ. Nowadays these biggest adversaries and enemies of Christ and His Church are the non-converted professors of theology. Your Holiness, do not allow them to kill the souls of innocent students any more! Who is responsible for their activity? Certainly every bishop in his own diocese; however, all of them are referring to Rome, that means to You, Your Holiness, whether You will keep silent and by this silence support this criminal activity or whether You will make a concrete step even at the price that these enemies will stand up against You. You must give clear and obligatory directives, appoint visitators in every nation who will have their co-workers in every diocese and these will accomplish the reform of the study which among its basic points should contain the abolishment of the  HCT system and introduction of another system of education founded on discipleship and living faith as it was taught by the apostles and saints! 

Furthermore, it is necessary to prohibit the false interpretation of Nostra aetate and to clarify the correct meaning and purpose of the Second Vatican Council, which is a true revival of the Church and by no means a systematic decay hypocritically sheltering itself behind the Council. 

It is likewise necessary to lay out clear directives concerning the first God’s commandment. (In relation to this topic we have elaborated a brochure “You shall have no other gods”, see www.community.org.ua).
Scholarship

All these heresies disguised themselves by so-called scholarship because it used to be claimed that a priest must be a scholar. We are asking – what actually is that scholarship? The fact that a student is for six years receiving heresies and plenty of incoherent information which relativize the essential truths and principles of life, so when he finishes his studies in the seminary, he is able neither to provide orthodox teaching nor to defend the faith, and that is also why he is not even able to follow Christ! 

The greatest mission in Christianity is nowadays carried out by the Pentecostal Churches, and these actually have no theological faculties and no titles. 

Which of the sects is winning Catholics most? It is Jehovah’s Witnesses. They likewise have no theological faculties. 

We the Catholic believers are not able to pass over the Spirit of Christ because we have not been led to truthfulness, that is to repentance! The theological formation lacks apologia and missiology and the students have no practical training so as to perform reevangelization or to learn to defend the faith against those who deny it and preach heresies. Unfruitful academism without conversion leads to heresy! 

The bishops are afraid to stand up against heresies because through theological faculties these are presented as the official teaching of the Church and the bishop who would defend the real truths of the faith would be considered a theological illiterate and a dullard. Regrettably to say, many bishops  explicitly support these heresies along with such professors. The pattern is Card. M. Vlk in the Czech Republic and his liquidation of orthodox professors (in 2002). There is a new spirituality introduced by way of modern psychologies and various occult practices. For example in Slovakia a certain professor forces the students of theology to perform so-called autogenous training and at the same time enforces other practices which are visibly occult.  

We are again drawing attention to a big internal disorientation which has been created by the Focolare movement with its masking catchphrases about unity with hinduists and buddhists, with the spirit of the world, with the spirit of the New Age as well as with its false phrases about love behind which is hidden the denial of truth, especially the truth of the only salvation in Christ which cannot be told at all. Unity with sin and silence on sin are called love. 

Your Holiness, we are persuaded that the reform of the study and the reform of the Church is substantially related with the election of new bishops who are rooted in Christ and have the same spirit as the apostle Paul. 

Conclusion:

Your Holiness, with regard to the obligatory pronouncement we have presented to You the most acute problems of the Church, namely: 

1) Historic-critical theology (HCT)

2) Nostra aetate

3) Obedience to the Church authority

4) Appointment of visitators for the reform of theological study
If these problems are going to be solved in truth, then, as You write: “The Church will in truth be an open way to salvation” and the priest will in truth be “a man who knows Christ interiorly and has encountered Him.” 

In Christ devoted to You, Your Holiness, to the point of death, 

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

P.S. Your Holiness, consider in front of God whether it is God’s will to visit Turkey on 28th  November 2006. Supposing that You go and return alive, then in the present situation it will be a great miracle! Certainly, with God nothing is impossible, but… If You will not return, then the Church will suffer immense harm. Because first of all You stand before the task to perform an internal revival (reform) of the Church which in this time cannot be done by anyone else. And that, in fact, is bloodless martyrdom. Provided that You accomplish this task, the Lord can later give You even the grace of martyr’s death and this will afterwards be an example to all faithful to Christ. 

What the bleeding mystical body of the Church nowadays needs is an internal operation which requires saying a word of truth and such directives in which sin is called as sin, heresy as heresy and betrayal of Christ as betrayal. This can be done only by you. Your premature death would be of most pleasure especially to the enemies who are inside the Church. These inflict the Church with covert but deadly blows by abusing God’s authority entrusted to them. 

Pidhirtsi (Ukraine), 4th November 2006 

(on the day of St. Charles of Borromeo – reformer of the Church)
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