The Baptism – Kiev
The 1020th jubilee of the baptism of Rus-Ukraine

In 988 the baptism of Rus-Ukraine took place in Kiev. May the jubilee of this baptism bring the spiritual resurrection of Russia and Ukraine. May on the pattern of St. Vladimir every Russian and Ukrainian citizen renounce paganism and receive or renew their baptism!

St. Vladimir grasped that if the nation was to be baptized, it needed to radically break with paganism which was symbolized by pagan idols and above all by Peroun! Therefore “he ordered that the idols be smashed, some of them cut to pieces, others burned and that Peroun be tied to a horse’s tail and dragged around the city. In the end, he let it be thrown into the Dnieper River.”
Present-day inhabitants of Kiev and even of Ukraine in general have opened themselves to pagan idols; they  possess statuettes of Buddha, various  symbols like yin and yang, signs of the zodiac connected with horoscopes, ... On their necks they wear pagan talismans. In their cars they hang various puppets, witches on a broomstick or animals, which, as they say, should protect them. They arrange their houses in the style of so-called Feng-Shui, which means a connection with Chinese pagan and magic practices. Through pagan literature many open themselves to various so-called energies, which, in fact, are demons. Now it is in fashion to propagate all kinds of pagan practices and absurdities, to put faith in them and thus to get under the yoke of the system of lie and eventually even into eternal death. These pagan idols are also propagated by various diviners and magicians. 
All this pertains to the sphere of false faith, of modern and disguised paganism destroying the living faith which along with baptism leads to salvation. 

The power of darkness behind all kinds of idols and meditation systems of buddhism and hinduism concentrates on the corrupted human nature and leads man into the meshes of egoism, lie and death. However, it mendaciously promises harmony, success and happiness. But this all is a lie. 
After an atheistic vacuum, Ukraine has uncritically opened herself to all these pagan lies which have been intensively propagated by the mass media. Christianity is paralyzed and unable to say a clear word on the most topical questions touching every human being – i.e. the meaning and aim of one’s life. The meaning of human life is to serve God and its aim is true happiness here and after death. St. Augustine calls: “You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in You.” No idols, no career, no worldly pleasures can satisfy human soul. Human soul is created for higher life, for eternal happiness, which it can find only in God who created it and who out of love gave His only begotten Son Jesus Christ. Jesus cleansed us with His blood and His death and saved us from the slavery of sin, darkness and eternal death. With His resurrection He obtained for us eternal life, and this life has been given to us through faith and baptism! Jesus said: “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” (Mk 16:16) If we are to receive baptism, or to renew it, we have to decide on the pattern of St. Vladimir to radically break with all symbols and practices of paganism. 

We need to make purification of our house, bookcase, to break and burn all the symbols, and to throw Peroun into the Dnieper. Modern paganism like propagation of buddhism, hinduism, shamanism, which penetrate to us predominantly through literature propagating divination, magic, Oriental religions, ... next so-called alternative medicine – homoeopathy, acupuncture, Chinese massages... zen-buddhist and yoga meditations, Oriental martial arts connected with this pagan spirituality and so-called energies... visits to various magic-practising healers, harmful contact with diviners and so-called extrasensory individuals – all these are sins against the First Commandment. “I am the Lord your only God. You shall have no other gods.” (Deut 5:6-7; ...)
Saint Vladimir is a pattern for us, for all Ukraine and Russia how to break with all forms of paganism and superstitious practices. He smashed, cut and burned all idols (cf. Deut 7:5). And today this must be done in all Ukraine and Russia!!! 

St. Vladimir disgraced Peroun and finally threw it into the Dnieper River; this is an example for us too. Various Buddhas, Chinese, Hindu, African and other idols, talismans and miraculous stones must be disgraced and thrown into the Dnieper River! This is the condition for the renewal of baptism. 
The attitude of our Prince Vladimir was the same as once the attitude of St. Paul. We can see an example in his mission in Ephesus: “Also many of those who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. And a number of those who had practised magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver.” (Acts 19:18-19) That was a large sum of money! Pagan idols are tied up with magic and divination which are prohibited by the First Commandment as the gravest sins. “A young slave girl in Philippi, who had a spirit of divination, brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling...” The Apostle Paul turned to that spirit and said: “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out that very hour.” (Acts 16:16-18)
In almost every newspaper as well as in television one can see perpetual advertisements for various women fortune-tellers! However, these con-women bring nothing good, rather the contrary – they call down a curse. The Holy Scripture in the Old Testament punished such persons with death penalty (stoning to death).

In the Middle Ages these women used to be burnt to death because they set whole towns and villages at variance, so that their inhabitants lived in great hatred and revengefulness with each other. The fortune-teller makes somebody falsely believe that for example their neighbour has cast an evil spell on them and so he or she is the cause of all their misfortune. And this is a lie! These fortune-tellers have on their conscience even human lives. 
In the Slovak Republic a certain fortune-teller foretold a very bad future of a small child. The child’s mother chewed it over and over and in the event killed her little son. Before the court she said that she had wanted to save him from the terrible suffering in the future. The fortune-teller, however, was not punished by the court.

Similarly, the Czech television presented a documentary film featuring a father and his son who came to Prague in search of a living. Both of them visited a fortune-teller. She foretold the son’s terrible future. The father then committed suicide and wrote a letter explaining that he was sacrificing his life for his son. The son brought an accusation against the fortune-teller, but she laughed him out of court.
Unfortunately, advertisements for fortune-tellers are foisted on people in every newspaper. Even here one has to make a step of faith – not to permit this propagation of evil.
When St. Paul came to Cyprus, he found a certain sorcerer who was with the proconsul of the island as his counsellor. Even today such people concentrate around those who have great influence on the society: around artists, businessmen, politicians. They manipulate them and thus keep whole territories and whole nations in darkness and under a curse. How many deputies there are who visit various men and women diviners. Diviners and sorcerers do not serve God but the devil! When the Apostle Paul wanted to preach the Gospel to the proconsul, the occultist concerned whose name was Bar-Jesus harshly opposed the Gospel. Saint Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said: “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind.” And, indeed, he went blind, and when the proconsul saw what had been done, he believed in Jesus. (Acts 13:6-12) There are a lot of such deceivers in Ukraine and Russia who like serpents pervert the ways of God and occupy themselves with magic and with false teachings. That is what hinders the spread of Christianity. These people occupy the mass media and influence those that wield whatever spiritual or other power. Everyone has to break with these false prophets. They pervert the straight ways of God which clearly show us the substance, that is conversion and eternal life.

There ought to be places designated in Kiev and in all Ukraine where occult books could be burned and idolatrous objects thrown out. Everyone should throw their false god into the Dnieper River. Instead of Peroun it may be a statuette of Buddha, or some object symbolizing paganism, or a talisman!

During this act everyone is asked a question: “Do you renounce satan, all demons and whatever cooperation with them?” “Yes, I do.”
The old baptismal practice, introduced by Saints Cyril and Methodius in Moravia, had it that the catechumens, when renouncing satan, spat towards the west. The west symbolized the rule of demons and satan. The act of spitting was a gesture of renouncement of this rule of darkness.

The next step and external gesture of faith was that those who believed in Christ received baptism. The event was chronicled as follows: “The other day Vladimir and the Byzantine priests appeared above the Dnieper River, where an innumerable multitude had gathered. They descended into water and remained standing there, some to the neck, others to the breast, the youth standing in water by the riverside likewise to their breast, and still others holding their children. The priests were standing there praying and one could see and feel joy coming from heaven and spreading on earth over the salvation of so many souls.” 

The Patriarch Alexius II informed that on the occasion of 1020th jubilee of the baptism of Rus-Ukraine he would lead a delegation of the Russian Orthodox Church to Kiev. He said: “We have common baptismal water, baptismal water in Kiev.”
It is necessary to realize the essence of baptism and of the belief in Christ. Baptism not only purifies from all sins but makes the baptized person “a new creation and an adopted child of God”, a partaker of God’s nature and a joint heir to God’s kingdom. St. John Chrysostom calls: “Even if someone had all human sins on oneself, entering the baptismal washing one will come out of these Divine springs purer than the sun’s rays... Entering this washing, one is cleansed from all sin and thus becomes not only pure but also holy and righteous.”

It is not enough for an adult person to be baptized only; he must first be enlightened on who is Jesus Christ and what evil the sin represents! God became man through the Holy Virgin and was born two millennia ago in Bethlehem. He gave us His word of truth and life – the Gospel. He was crucified for us, but the third day He rose again from the dead.

Why did Jesus pay the highest price – supreme sacrifice on the cross – to obtain eternal life for me? Because in consequence of original sin death became incarnate in my soul. On the cross Jesus took this incarnate death, so-called old self (cf. Rom 6:6), on Himself, and dying, He conquered death. He took my death and gave me His life.

Jesus shed His blood and died for my as well as for your sins! He paid for us according to the righteousness of God and grants us mercy and forgiveness of sins. He gives us the gift of salvation. However, not all will be saved, only the one who shall believe and receive through faith what Jesus did for me, for you... We shall all die and each of us shall stand before the Judgement of God, and then either eternal life in heaven or eternal damnation in hell will follow. Saint Basil points out that Jesus speaks clearly about eternal life as well as about eternal torment, and he quotes the Gospel: “And those will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (Mt 25:46) The one who is converted and then is baptized, or through repentance renews the baptism once received, gains – puts on oneself the righteousness of Jesus, which is the wedding garment in which one enters the joy of heaven. We shall gain this righteousness of Jesus through faith and baptism. “As many of you as were baptized have put on Christ.” (cf. Gal 3:27) 

I ask: Do you admit before God your concrete sins as well as the punishment you deserve for them? “Yes, I do.”
Now I ask: Do you believe that Jesus Christ is true God, God from God, one in Being with the Father? Do you believe that Jesus died for your sins? “Yes, I do.”
So now give Him these sins with faith, with the awareness that He is here, that He sees you. He died for you on the cross, that you may have eternal life. Do you believe this? “Yes, I do.”
Now thank Jesus in spirit, that He died for you and that He forgave you all your sins!

I ask you next: Do you receive Jesus as your Saviour and Lord? “Yes, I do.”
Now it is true about you: As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God (cf. Jn 1:12). Now you are a son, a daughter of God, now you are an heir to God’s kingdom. Now it is true about you: “He who has the Son of God has eternal life.” (cf. 1Jn 5:12) John the Apostle adds: “These things I have written to you, that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1Jn 5:10-13) Realize that now you have eternal life.

In token of your receipt of Jesus and of your profession of faith in the Holy Trinity, make publicly three signs of the cross; cross yourself with your right hand and say: “I believe in God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit!”
In this name you were baptized and thus grafted on the new God’s life. You now have the greatest treasure and that is the eternal life which you have in Christ. “He who has the Son has life.” (1Jn 5:12) You have received Jesus, you have eternal life. If you now died, you would enter God’s glory. The penitent criminal, who believed in Jesus, was told by Him: “Amen, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” (Lk 23:43)

It is a great pain that the beauty and joy of living Christianity is not seen almost anywhere today. Where is that spirit of happiness which fills man with the assurance that he is loved, that God forgave him his sins and gave him His divine life? The cause of this is that the Church is not preaching the full Gospel but mere philosophies, psychologies and liberal theologies.

In 988 the citizens of Kiev were baptized in the Dnieper River. The chronicle reads: “An innumerable multitude descended into the waters of the Dnieper River. The priests were standing there praying and one could see and feel joy coming from heaven and spreading on earth over the salvation of so many souls.”
Conclusion
In 988 the baptism of Rus-Ukraine took place in Kiev.

May the jubilee of this baptism bring the spiritual resurrection of Russia and Ukraine!
May on the pattern of St. Vladimir every Russian and Ukrainian citizen renounce paganism and receive or renew their baptism!
Then one will be able to see and feel the joy coming from heaven over the salvation of so many souls!

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
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