The editors of Katolický týdeník 

(transl.: The Catholic Weekly)

Prague, Czech Republic

The Catholic Weekly (CW) before court

Dear editors of The CW,

we have learnt of Your article wherein You mendaciously damage our reputation before the whole Catholic public of the Czech Republic. You wrote that we had been excluded from the Catholic Church. This false information You officially printed without having a corresponding legitimate official document. For the fact is that no such document exists and we continue to be members of the Eastern Catholic Church. According to the Eastern Code, the only person who has the right to judge us, four bishops, is the Holy Father. And he has not done so! Your publishing of this lie and referring to the confused and incompetent statement of Card. L. Husar is unfair!
You are not even justified by the fact that the article was initiated by the spokeswoman of the ČBK, Mrs. I. Sargánková from the Focolare movement. 

For this Your act there are punishments inflicted according to the state laws – in Slovakia there is a threat of a penalty of 5 million crowns.

Therefore we now publicly turn to You with a demand that within the justice and truth You recompense for Your misinformation by printing the full reading of our letter to the Holy Father dated 3rd March 2008, which clarifies the substance of the whole matter (see www.community.org.ua). 
A copy of this letter we also sent by post to the bishops of the Czech Republic. Your article has revealed what the true spirit of The Catholic Weekly is. It does not aim to serve the Catholic faithful, who are exposed to great pressure of the spirit of the world. Instead of encouragement in the battle for the salvation of their souls it is doing the opposite service, the service to lies, among which is also ranked this mendacious statement of Yours about our alleged excommunication. 
In Christ,

the bishops of UGCC

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser
+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 10th April 2008

Copies to: 

· Card. T. Bertone, State Secretary of Vatican 

· The Czech Bishops’ Conference 

· The Conference of the Bishops of Slovakia

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine

www.community.org.ua

