Lviv, October 15, 2006

Card. A. Vallini 

Prefect

Supremo Tribunale della Segnatura Apostolica

Piazza della Cancelleria

Palazzo della Cancelleria 

00 186 ROMA, ITALIA

Your Eminence, 

on 14th October 2006 I received Your letter (Prot. N. 37579/05 CA dated 30th September 2006), in which You inform me that: 

a) The Holy Father did not treat the petition of the 1st of September 2005 and that the Supreme Tribunal is not competent to explain the reasons. 

b) On 8th June 2006 the Congregation for the Oriental Churches issued a decree by which it rejected my hierarchical recourse. 

c) Due to expiration of the peremptory time limit of thirty (30) useful days no more recourse is available at the Supreme Tribunal against the dismissal from my Religious Institute. 

Your Eminence, 

1.

On 16th October 2005 I received a letter from You (dated 20th August 2005) stating that the Congregation for the Oriental Churches appointed an Apostolic Visitator and therefore I could not have recourse to the Apostolic Signatura.

However, until this day I have not been announced the name of any Apostolic Visitator and he himself likewise has not contacted me in any way (in writing or by telephone). I suppose that there was no Apostolic Visitator sent in my cause. I ask for the transmission of the decree of appointment of the Apostolic Visitator in my cause to me. 

2. 

On 14th October 2005 I repeatedly asked You in writing to introduce my hierarchical recourse at Your Tribunal due to the silence of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. 

On 5th November 2005 You responded that it was not possible to present a recourse against the silence of the Congregation, because I had signed on the 1st of September 2005 the letter which was transmitted to the Holy Father, and that now I had to wait for the answer of the Holy Father. 

Until this day no answer of the Holy Father has been delivered to me and I assume that no such answer exists at all. If so, I ask for its transmission to me. 

3.

Until this day no decision of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches from 8th June 2006 has been delivered to me and I am not acquainted with the contents of that decree. 

Therefore it cannot be argued that I did not make recourse within the peremptory time limit of 30 useful days against that decree, and I ask for the transmission of the decree mentioned so that I may appeal against it. 

4. 

On 1st October 2006 I asked You already for the third time for the annulment of the decree of my dismissal from OSBM. 

5.

From the very beginning of the process of my dismissal from the Order there has been not a single evidence of my guilt given and not a single time have I had an opportunity to defend myself. On the contrary, I provided the Congregation for the Oriental Churches (letters dated 15th December 2004, 2nd February 2005, 26th May 2005, 22nd August 2005), the Roman Rota (in the accusation from 20th January 2005, repeatedly on 1st March 2005) as well as Your Tribunal a number of evidences of my innocence and of the fact that the whole case was constructed by the General Superior. You are moreover familiar with the fact that under orders of holy obedience and by a threat with dismissal from the Order the General Superior exacted from me a false confession in writing. These facts alone are sufficient to cancel the lawless proceedings of both the General Superior and the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, and that yet irrespective of the facts mentioned in points 1-3 which are only concomitants of the whole constructed process. 

Considering that You were acquainted with the whole matter and did nothing, but on the contrary, in Your letters You produced lies (the lie about an Apostolic Visitator sent in my defence, the negative reply of the Holy Father etc.), I bring a complaint to the Holy Father and to the cardinals of the Catholic Church against You, and I demand that the whole illegal process of my dismissal should be cancelled and a committee appointed which would examine the abuse of Church authority in the highest positions against truth and justice. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Eng., OSBM

Address: Černé Budy 75

 285 06 Sázava 

 Czech Republic

Testimonies about my innocence: 

1. From Rev. Carlos Melnickyj OSBM, parish priest in Bradford, Copy & English translation

2. From Rev. Michael Jakubiak, priest in Bradford, Copy & English translation

3. From Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain, Huddersfield Branch, Copy & English translation

4. From Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain, Halifax Branch, Copy & English translation

5. From Ukrainian Catholic Patriarchate Lay Association in Great Britain, Bradford Branch, Copy & English translation

6. From Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain, Keighley Branch, Copy & English translation

7. From Mrs. Marija Salamacha, Bradford, Copy & English translation

