The defence of Fr. Cyril OSBM

Very Reverend General Superior,

General Council OSBM, brothers in Christ!

Glory to Jesus Christ!

At the beginning of this year I advocated my doctoral thesis at the Olomouc University (CR) under the title: “Renewal of the Basilian Order in the spirit of the monastic ideal of St. Basil the Great”. I wrote about the past and presence of the Order, leaning on the Basilian annals, on the works of Constitutional commissions and on the thoughts of the General Superior D. Ljakhovych regarding the charisma of the Order: community, unity, mission. I wrote about the traditional view of the merits of the Basilian Order for the sake of unity and the Greek-Catholic (Uniate) Church. During this work I met with many warnings on the part of my opponents: “In the present time it is necessary to revalue this role in the spirit of the resolutions of Balamand where the Uniatehood as a model and method of unification of the Church was rejected.” 

One of the opponents (an Orthodox priest ordained in Moscow) claimed that even after long examinations it is very difficult to find anything positive about St. Josaphat and Metr. B. Rutskyi. Nevertheless, after long discussions and complementations I finally advocated my thesis convincing my opponents of the ecclesiologiness of the Greek-Catholic (Uniate) Church.

Being acquainted with the history of the Basilian Order, with sacrifices of the martyrs long or recently proclaimed, I desired to work for the good of the Order and the Church. Regrettably, on 25th May 2005 I was announced that I was dismissed from the Order of St. Basil the Great. 

As early as the end of the last year the Protoarchimandrite B. Koubetch wrote decrees in which I was reproved for “a slander against his fellow brothers which he spread among the faithful in Bradford and environs” and I was obliged by him to sign in the name of obedience a confession of guilt. Since I did not commit these slanders, I cannot sign false confessions, that was why I brought a recourse against these decrees with a request for court treatment and possibility to defend myself.

At the same time I sent this decree with the confession of guilts prepared by the Protoarchimandrite to the believers in England among whom I had allegedly spread these slanders. The believers of these communities after examinations among themselves confirmed by an official letter that they had never heard such words from my lips:
Believers from Bradford: “...We can openly say that during the stay of Fr. Špiřík in our parish we never heard from his lips any negative comments addressed to local fathers neither to Cyril Melnicki nor Ireneus Krajch. On the contrary we heard from Rev. father constant care for the state of our Church in Czech Republic and globally abroad… On behalf of our meeting with Fr. Cyril Špiřík we are convinced that he honestly loves his Church, cares for good of the Church’s believers. He is a man of integrity who would never allow to tell slanders on his neighbour especially concerning his fellow brothers in the Order. In this mind we wholeheartedly ask You, Your Reverence, to reexamine the case of Fr. Špiřík, because we believe that oppositely to this the good name of an innocent person can be easily harmed and parishioners in Bradford who honored the Father and loved him as a good shepherd will be offended...”

Believers from Keighley: “… We felt that it is our Christian duty to stand up on the side of truth and to voice our word in the name of the truth, namely, that You, reverend father, when serving Holy Liturgies in our parish, not a single time pronounced any blame against anyone, the less so against the reverend fathers from Bradford UGCC parish….”

Believers from Huddersfield: “...After investigation among our parishioners in Huddersfield, we refer that nobody heard any slanderous remarks from Fr. Cyril towards fathers in Bradford. We express our sincere thanks to Fr. Cyril Špiřík for his service among us.”

Believers from Halifax: “... Fr. Cyril did not have any conflicts nor disputes with anybody and he did not grumble on anyone. Citizens of Halifax honour Fr. Cyril and they are greatly startled while hearing such false accusations which in Halifax never took place.”

Fr. P. Jakubiak, an older local priest: “...I never heard him – in any private nor public conversation, to grumble nor to express any negative word on his brothers in priesthood... I consider Fr. Cyril to be honest, quiet and modest man. He may have never expressed as he is accused in letter about him.”

(The copies of these letters I keep with myself.)

You, Your Reverence, being acquainted with these testimonies of my innocence, did not stop this “constructed process”. You issued a decree of my dismissal from the Basilian Order, adding to the previous as the main guilt: “inciting of believers against the Church authority, whereafter he committed grave and permanent acts of disobedience to the legitimate superiors”.

I do not know where, when and in what way I should have committed these abstract offences (having no parish and residing in the monastery in Sázava in CR). They surely are imaginary, or perhaps You treat as an offence my request to the believers in England for testimony and defence. Their letters really contradict Your decrees as well as the decision to punish me and dismiss me from the Order.

Your Reverence, horror seizes my heart seeing Your cynicism with which You deny me the right to defence, ignore the testimonies of my innocence, break canonical laws and invent new blames.

When the Reverend Protoarchimandrite D. Ljakhovych was sending me to England, I earnestly asked him not to send me there, anticipating “troubles”. He told me: “I want to see even if Your death so as to know Your obedience.” You have now accomplished my moral liquidation, spiritual death. As dismissed from the Order I can no longer work as a priest (even if in the future my innocence will come to light, which of the bishops will receive me when You promised to warn such bishop?).

My offence for which my fellow brothers in Bradford blamed me and which I confess is that on Paschal Sunday I used for His Beatitude, the Supreme Archbishop Lubomyr Husar, the title of Patriarch. The believers accepted it positively and on their part it brought about no problems. Wishing to come to agreement with the fathers, I used that title there no more.

As for the fathers in Bradford, I did not commit any slanders against them; as for the Church authority, I want to be obedient to it; however, as for the signing of a false confession, my conscience does not allow me to do so.

By this letter I appeal yet to the supreme Church authority, laying my future upon God.

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík OSBM

Lvov, 26th May 2005

