THE FIRST COMMANDMENT

INTRODUCTION

The Word of God says: “If the FOUNDATIONS are DESTROYED, WHAT CAN THE RIGHTEOUS (i.e. one who really wants to give God the first place in his life) DO?” (Ps 11:3) We are asking: “What to do when the foundations of faith and morals in the Catholic Church are destroyed? There are three possibilities:

1) To leave the Catholic Church, what has been done by many. 

2) To remain in the Church at the price of worshipping other gods or tacitly tolerating them therein. But then I will be its dead member and not a living one.

3) To remain in this Church but at the price that I will be “numbered with criminals” (Lk 22:37) and crucified. 

We chose this third possibility. We have been hanging on the cross for more than 20 years, from the time when we said a clear word against idolatry within the Church, this idolatry being represented by all forms of occultism. Openly standing up against this spirit, the consequence was that he “helped” us leave our country. When we preached a living Christ in Ukraine, after about one year something similar happened as when Herod and Pilate joined against Christ, and we were to be deported. However, the orange revolution broke the plans. 

Without any reason the Czech delegature was liquidated (29 religious vocations together with candidates). We who had perpetual vows appealed to Rome. We are still monks. We are on the cross, still breathing. We are waiting for death, yet we believe in a ressurection of Christ’s Church. We are aware that this is not the question of us at all but of thousands of nameless who also do not want to worship other gods. And they are being killed in silence in the name of obedience. 

After us it will come to the turn of 40 contemplative Basilian sisters who also do not want to worship other gods. At the same time there is a silent liquidation going on in the Church, affecting those “who have not bowed the knee to Baal” (Rom 11:4). Naturally, the liquidation is carried out by help of psychological intrigues, lies and half-truths, in order to carefully disguise the main reason: faithfulness to Jesus Christ and to His bleeding mystical body – the Church. 

Of course, we forgive and bless all, because we are fully aware that we ourselves as weak sinful people need God’s forgiveness. We are aware, too, that in following our Lord Jesus Christ there is still much half-heartedness and irradicalism our side. We are but thankful that Lord has opened our eyes and given us an opportunity to say four words from the cross, as an expression of the pains of His mystical body:
First: One Hour with Jesus – Contemplative Prayer 

Second: A Critique on the Historic-Critical Theology 

Third: Pagan Religions 

Fourth: The First Commandment

These words (essays) we are sending to The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to Rome.
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The whole sphere of occultism, which is treated by this paper, has such a serious impact – sins against the First Commandment, and still it is covered (occult) so much that due to a lack of knowledge many practices of magic and divination are propagated even by a number of religious and priests. Here the following rule can be applied: If in any practice there is magic, divination or spiritism covered, then even its new form is already condemned by the Church. 

Deut 18:9-12 names 9 spheres of occultism: 

1. going through fire – sacredness to deities (demons)

2. (Hebrew ‘kósem’) – divination (about 200 forms)

3. (‘mo‘nén’) – astrology (horoscopes, signs of the zodiac…)

4. (‘manahesh’) – white magic (healer, magnetizer, psychotronic…)

5. (‘manasheb’) – black magic (sorcerer…)

6. (‘hóber haber’) – folk magic (spells, bewitching, magic away, wax casting,  cinders…)

7. (‘shóel ob’) – spiritism as a form of  divination
8. (‘jiddóni’) – soothsaying
9. (‘dóresh el hamatím’) – spiritism as a form of magic
“Whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord.” (v.12)

I. CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH (CCC)

· CCC 2112: “The first commandment condemns polytheism (e.g. Hinduism, Lamaism). It requires man neither to believe in, nor to venerate (nor to have any respect for), other divinities than the one true God.”

· CCC 2113: “…Many martyrs died for not adoring ‘the Beast’ (Rev 13-14) refusing even to simulate such worship. Idolatry rejects the unique Lordship of God (Yahweh).”

· CCC 2116: “All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to ‘unveil’ the future. Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone.” 

· CCC 2117: “All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at one’s service and have a supernatural power over others - even if this were for the sake of restoring their health – are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion. These practices are even more to be condemned when accompanied by the intention of harming someone, or when they have recourse to the intervention of demons. Wearing charms is also reprehensible. Spiritism often implies divination or magical practices; the Church for her part warns the faithful against it. Recourse to so-called traditional cures does not justify either the invocation of evil powers or the exploitation of another’s credulity.” 

The First Commandment: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above (birds, stars, sun) or on the earth beneath (sacred animals…) or in the water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealously loving God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me.” (Deut 5:6n)

“I – your God!” This refers above all to a personal relationship. “It means then that you are to be Mine. Realize that I created you, I gave My Son for you. I love you jealously. And what about you? I led you out from slavery. The slavery of Egypt, it is a slavery of satan and sin. What do I want from you? You shall have no other god but Me.” This relation of love towards a personal God is the most important thing. You cannot claim that you love God if you do not follow the concrete demands which are addressed to you: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your migth… You shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you.” (Deut 6:4-14) The First Commandment includes in itself all the other commandments. Without the First Commandment all the other have no sense. This relationship is connected with a blessing and its transgression with gravest punishments. Before his death, Moses reminds Israel: “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity; in that I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments… But if your heart turns away and you will not obey, but are drawn away and worship other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall surely perish.” (Deut 30:15-17)

The history of Israel was turning round this main commandment. When the nation had inclined to idolatry, which has its power in magic, divination or spiritism (cf. Deut 18:9-14), then there came wars, captivities, diseases… When the nation had repented of idolatry, God miraculously intervened. For example the pious king Josaphat won over three armies of enemies without a battle (2Chron 20); also the pious king Hezekiah turned to God and the surrounded Jerusalem was miraculously saved, the following morning 185.000 enemies were dead (2Kings 18-20; 2Chron 32); on the other hand the sin of Jeroboam – a worship for two bullocks – brought terrible consequences. 

All kings of Israel, in contradiction to some of the kings of Judah, were idolaters. Although they were being constantly admonished, they did not turn to God. This dullness resulted in an exile to Babylonian slavery and extinction (722 B.C.). All kings of Judah and Israel are judged by one criterion – whether the king was an idolater, or whether he worshipped the Lord (2Chron 11:36). 

When preaching the full Gospel in the New Testament, it was necessary not only that people should believe in Christ, but also that they should break up with the spirit of paganism. The diviner in Philippi (cf. Acts 16) was building up the very best reputation for the Gospel preachers: “People, listen to them, these men are servants of the Most High God, they proclaim to you the way of salvation!” However, St. Paul discerned that she was possesed with a spirit of divination. He cast this spirit out whereby she lost this so-called ability. The reaction was that Paul and Silas were beaten with rods and thrown into a prison. 

St. Paul preached the Gospel in its fullness; that means he brought not just the good news of salvation, but he was also pointing at the danger of darkness hidden behind paganism, such as when encountering the sorcerer on Cyprus (cf. Acts 13:1-12). Sergius Paulus, the proconsul of the island, was a very intelligent man; however, he had beside him a Jewish magician named Bar-Jesus. When Paul came to preach Christ, the magician stiffly stood up against Paul and resisted him. In this dialogue, Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, said: “You son of the devil, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? You shall be blind!” (cf. Acts 13:10n) If St. Paul had tolerated the magician, the whole island would have remained in the darkness of paganism. However, he stood up in the Holy Spirit against the spirit of darkness and the sorcerer turned blind; and then Paul could preach the Gospel of Christ in fullness.

Wherever the true Christianity occured, this encounter with the powers of darkness was unavoidable. Somewhere it even cost lives of thousands of martyrs. But we have already forgotten it. 

In Ephesus where the Apostle was preaching Christ, the people who converted burned occult literature which totalled 50.000 pieces of silver (cf. Acts 19:19-20). Nowadays one would say that it was a great loss, however afterwards, the Word of God spread mightily. How much of a similar literature propagating occultism and paganism has been spread within the last 20 years! Each truly converted Christian should make a purification of his house; not only from occult literature, but from occult symbols as well. 

What most dulls simple believers is the so-called white magic by help of which one is being “helped, healed”; it is prohibited because in its root there is the same spirit as in black magic, leading to the same goal. The Pastoral Letter by Tuscan Bishops begins like this: “‘Whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord.’ (Deut 18:12a) The Biblical admonition is nowadays more actual than ever before. As bishops of Tuscany, we feel obliged to present it clearly to our believers. For we are witnesses of a precarious return to magic practices. Based on the most recent statistics, there are almost 12 millions of ‘users of magic’ in Italy. This fact is pointing at an existential disorientation.”

When the apostles Peter and John came to Samaria, there was a man called Simon, a magician practising white magic. It is written about him that all people, from the least to the greatest, were persuaded that power of God which is called “Great” was working through him. It is interesting that there was nobody who would be able to discern what was the real matter – nobody but the apostles as they were full of the Holy Spirit. The chief problem with Simon was not money, but rather that his heart was not upright before God. He was bound by the gall of bitterness and iniquity. That main iniquity was the magic by which he was deceiving people and presented himself as a servant of God. “They heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time.” (cf. Acts 8:9-24) Even today people do not discern, and they claim: “The main thing is that it helps!”, but the question is for how long, and, above all, at what cost. Here one’s eternal life is at stake. One’s relation towards God is to be pure; but one who lets himself be helped by magic or divination, gets spiritually defiled. In the Old Testament, such defilement or such practices were punished by death (cf. Lev 20:6-27). 

Nowadays there broke out an invasion of foreign deities through pagan religions and practices. Therefore: 

a) You shall not have images of pagan deities like symbols of animals or birds. You shall not wear on your neck the sign of the zodiac, nor shall you believe in horoscopes. 

b) You shall not worship it: that means you shall give it neither your faith nor your heart (e.g. talismans). 

c) You shall not serve it. You shall worship the Only God and Him only you shall serve. Serving someone or something instead of God and worshipping it is an idolatry and slaving to demons. Then through your disobedience, these demons make claims to act in your life. Illnesses, misery, suffering will come upon you and your children up to the fourth generation after you (cf Ex 20:5). Such a punishment you will inflict upon yourself due to your disobedience to God and His Word. And mainly – how does it all end? “…idolaters, and all occupying themselves with magic, their lot shall be in the lake which burns with fire…” (Rev 21:8)

I. HOMOEOPATHY

In recent years, we have got used to the term “homoeopathy”. A majority of people has no idea what kind of roots it grows from. Homoeopathy is propagated as a new, harmless and a better healing system. But in fact it is a magic in disguise. What do scientists say about homoeopathy?  

1)  The book Alternative Medicine, Options and Risks. The author is a collective of 12 professors and doctors of science from Charles University, who after a critical analysis have made the following summary (p. 68): “Naturally, from the standpoint of scientific medicine we unambiguously reject homoeopathy as a system based on irrational principles. We reject the medication it uses because their effectiveness has not been proved.”  
2)  A similar attitude have the scientific workers Prof. Dr. hab. Med. Andrzej Gregosziewicz and Doc. Dr. hab. Jacek Tyczkowski from the Institute of Molecular and Macromolecular Research of  PAN (The Polish Academy of Sciences) in Łodz, who occupied themselves with studying the homoeopathic therapy. 

3) The head of the Academy of Sciences in Czech Republic, Prof. Dr. R. Zahradník DrSc. characterizes homoeopathy as follows: “It is a realm of irrationality, fiction and superstition.” 

So, from the things we mentioned we can clearly see that the assertion that homoeopathy is a  scientific discipline, is a big lie. Also the fact that homoeopathic medication has no harmful by-effects, is a lie. The evidence is a testimony by a prominent ideologist of homoeopathy, MUDr. Taylor Kent, who admits: “All homoeopathic remedies affect first of all will and consciousness.  Some of them affect both. These have an impact on will and intellect abilities, later they affect tissues, functions, emotions. Studying the medicament  Aurum we find out that it most affects emotions. The most powerful is man’s love for life; the effects of Aurum are so strong that they destroy this love and in result one commits suicide. On the other hand Argentum destroys perception so much that one loses his rationality.  His memory is in ruins. It is the same with every homoeopathic substance. First it affects human mind and then proceeds to the whole organism.” 

This is a quotation by a prominent representative of homoeopathy.

Seeing that homoeopathy has nothing in common with a solid science, and how negatively it affects one’s health, we are raising a question: What is the substance of homoeopathy and where does it emanate from? When going to the roots, we come across magic and divination. The evidence that the matter here is really the sphere of magic, is three basic principles on which homoeopathy is grounded. The fourth principle has to do with divination. Let us analyse them in more detail: 

· The first and elementary principle is the simile rule. 
This simile principle, e.i. similar – by similar, is not used just in black magic to do a harm, but also in white magic to “remove” this harm – to heal. This principle is a common base of magic and homoeopathy likewise. For in fact, homoeopathy is a form of white magic. From the view of science the simile rule is an irrational invention. 

· The second principle is the law of dilution. 

The primary substance used for the preparation of a homoeopathic remedy is diluted. In the dilution D30 there already is not a single molecule of the primary substance. There are dilutions like D100, D200, D1000 or higher. One should realize that what is here to heal is not a medical substance, however some immaterial energy, that is spiritual power. It must be clear to everyone that this is the field of alchemy and magic. (A so-called memory of water or of some other material does not exist.) Let us realize again that what here heals is a spiritual power. But what kind of it? 

· The third principle is the law of shaking. 

Some producers shake this so-called medication by hand, like e.g. the English firm Helios. Others already shake by machine today. The founder of homoeopathy Samuel Hahnemann attributed a greater significance to shaking than to dilution. For he was convinced that in the process of shaking the homoeopathic preparation gets filled with cosmic energy. 

· The fourth principle is the so-called homoeopathic typology. 
The professors from Charles University expressed their opinion shortly with these words: “Homoeopathic typology is an analogy to astrological horoscopes.” In other words, it is a form of  divination.
We consider it important to notify that the founder of homoeopathy  S. Hahnemann was a member of two Masonic lodges. One can say here: “Such root such fruit.” 

The substance of homoeopathy is based on magic and divination. Both of these forms are condemned by the Word of God in both the Old and the New Testaments. Even the new Catechism by John Paul II (art. 2116-17) condemns magic and divination in all forms.  

We will therefore not let ourselves be deceived by whether homoeopathy is effective or not. For us Christians this cannot be a criterion. We are to follow the moral criteria that were clearly set by the Law of God. Like with abortion, whether it is done unprofessionally, or “professionally” by a doctor, it is a murder and thus a sin against the Fifth Commandment; it is the same with homoeopathy, whether it is practised by a layman – a charlatan, or by a Christian doctor, it is always a grave sin against the First God’s Commandment of the Decalogue. 

On 28th April 1999, in her lecture at ATK, Dr. Maria Meyer from Hannover University proclaimed: “Acupuncture and homoeopathy do not use natural powers but spiritual entities. Who undergoes such therapies, opens the door for these entities.”

A commentary by a pastoral centre in Prague (Czech Republic):

“…It must be stated that nowadays the whole scale of so-called alternative therapeutic procedures (e.g. homoeopathy, acupuncture, kinesiology etc.) has its roots in certain world ideologies. …Desiring a recovery at any price (even from them) is wrong. Such a desire represents a door open to evil.” (Catholic Weekly, 15th April 2001)
In 2002 in Jeseník, a town in the Czech Republic, this event happened: a daughter of a pharmacist had an eczema and let herself be healed by homoeopathy only. The disease spread to internal organs, nevertheless, she was categorically rejecting classic therapies as well as a transport to hospital. Thus in her 27 years, as a consequence of homoeopathic “therapy”, this woman, mother of a 4-year-old daughter, died. 

What is homoeopathy aiming at – people’s health or their money? Prof. Dr. R. Zahradník DrSc. states: “On a world-wide scale milliards of dollars are here at stake. Attacking homoeopathy is almost as naive as if one would try to attack the car industry. However, it is important that people know how absurd fraud they are victims of.” But still, the greatest harm is done to their souls. They become slaves of the powers of darkness.  

II. The method of SiLva

The Silva’s method of ‘brain activity control’ is a course consisting of lectures and mental exercise. It teaches not only how man is to mentally and physically relax himself, but also how he is to use his consciousness in this relaxed state. The method is based on auto-suggestion during the “relaxation” (“descension into ‘alpha’ level”), which is to facilitate the control of physical functions (one’s own or of other people), enable one to foresee the future and the like. J. Silva is persuaded that world is managed by “Higher intelligence”, which but is not identical with Christian God. It is possible to communicate with this “Higher intelligence” through the brain hemisphere in the “alpha” level, in the frequencies of brain waves of 7-14 Hz. With whom does the adept of the Silva’s method get in contact in this “alpha” level if not with God but some other “Higher intelligence”? For a Christian the answer is not difficult, for our adversary “the devil prowls around like ‘a roaring lion’, seeking whom he may devour” (1Pet 5:8) and “transforms himself into an angel of light” (2Cor 11:14). 

It is said that in the state of “alpha” the people trained by Silva can transform their mental powers and then penetrate into other individuals, diagnose their diseases and heal. Moreover, through an “inner screen”, “mental visualisation”, the people in this state are said to be able to look into the past or future and through “brain programming” cause a change in the life conditions. (This is a form of magic.)

As a part of the course, everyone receives two entities as advisers. Getting in contact with unknown spiritual beings is evident, especially when these help the individuals win power over others. This is spiritism. The Silva’s method of a control over consciousness trains people by a psychical manipulation and leads to telepathy, soothsaying, to controlling and programming other people or events. To achieve this, it makes use of “positive thinking” and autohypnosis. By means of these practices, one escapes from reality and creates false illusions. Logic, reason and sober thinking lose their place in one’s life. 

Only from this very knowledge we can clearly see that the method of Silva uses these occult practices: 1) divination (soothsaying), 2) magic, 3) spiritism. 

Concerning the scientific value and trueness of the facts upon which Silva bases, it has been judged by the doctors from Charles University: “Silva’s emphasizing of functional asymmetry of brain is only seemingly connected with the scientific knowledge of neurophysiology; it is connected with magic elements.” (Alternative Medicine, Options and Risks, Prague 1995)  

We know from Silva that being in “alpha” level is a “hot line to Higher intelligence” whereby speaking about Higher intelligence he does not mean God. Then to whom is one opening himself? What spiritual powers and principalities does he receive as his advisers? God does not want you to have fellowship with demons (cf. 1Cor 10:20).

III. REIKI

Is one of the spreading methods of healing. Reiki in essence is a practice of magic and sacredness to demons. This happens in three phases. Demons are hidden behind an innocent term – universal cosmic (healing) reiki energy (Ki). 

The first level – a rite of initiation into the so-called reiki energy: in the rite of initiation the master is opening one’s soul to demons and demons through the laying of hands of their initiate imitate a recovery. 

In the second level – the master makes signs on hands and forehead.  The initiate (though not aware of it, he is already a servant of demons) can then send demons upon people even on distance.  He is already using three magic signs as well as magic words to control demons. 

In the third level – the initiate is doing magic signs over himself in order to be shielded from the influence of the power of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. This is already a total apostasy from Christ and absolute devotion to demonic powers. 

Let us realize that satan does not heal anyone, he only re-moves (i.e. moves to another place) diseases. That is to say that who was apparently cured e.g. of kidney disorders will later fall ill and die e.g. of a heart failure. 

In Poland hundreds of Catholics join these courses of reiki; they are deceived by being claimed that reiki has been approved by the Church, and as an evidence of it serves the fact that a master of reiki  is a religious sister Marjusza Bugaj – a Passionist. The truth but is that even this magical practice has been prohibited by the Church. 

Reikists attend our churches, receive sacraments, but not in order to pray and meet with Jesus, however, they are coming to “recharge their energy”. Following their magic instructions, in the churches they concentrate on sacral objects, on people, and even on priests. The only reason why they receive the Holy Communion is to drain energy for their magic practices. 

A woman of about 40 years went through a course of reiki including the initiation rite. Soon after, a strange psychical state emerged: she began to tremble all over her body and felt a strong urge to a suicide. Later on she said herself: “With a horror I found out that out of those Catholics who attend the church many had gone through the course of reiki. Please, warn these blind sheep that they are rushing into destruction!” 

Some of the questions and answers by those who were assigned in Poland to say a clear word on reiki: 

May it be possible to remain in the Catholic Church and to heal by the method of reiki at the same time? “Impossible!” (Reiki – deszcz niebiańskiej energii, Cracow 1997)
What is the substantial point in reiki? “In the first place it is a magic–spiritistic rite, opening oneself to a ‘help’ of demons. The situation is analogous to the situation in TM (transcendental meditation) where the source of power and the condition of all supernatural acts is the initial act of idolatry and the invocation to spirits (demons) for help…” (Fr. ThDr. Andrzej Posacki, SJ)
Is the so-called healing through reiki neutral? “Probably none of the oriental or occult methods of healing is ‘neutral’ by itself, even if it consciously or officially dissociated itself from its founders. These methods are so much soaked with the (occult) metaphysical ground from which they emanate so much that every element of their practice is firmly anchored in the (antichristian) religious system (nowadays the New Age). This is the system from which these methods of healing come…” (reiki from Buddhism) (Fr. ThDr. Andrzej Zwoliński, Head of the Department of Catholic Social Science in Cracow)

As a summary we can use a motto worked out by Zygmund Pawłovski: “Reiki pertains to destructive groups, that means to ones that are antisocial and antipedagogical. Reiki has nothing in common with Christianity…” (The Church and Sects in Poland)
Conclusion: What is one to do when he or she has already been initiated into reiki? It is necessary to confess it to a priest, renounce that spirit and ask for a prayer of liberation so that all negative effects caused to one’s soul can be removed. 

IV. KINESIOLOGY

Kinesiology – a method of ‘uniform brain’ – ranks with the so-called alternative medicine, which was condemned by the SLS (The Slovak Medical Association) in December 1995. 

The advertising leaflets introduce it as a method of the 21st century that is largerly based on the ancient Chinese acupuncture. Next we are quoting: “The energy in our body is flowing through orbits called meridianes. Whenever there is an overflow or a deficiency of energy in any of the meridianes, an unbalance comes.” Such theory has nothing to do with a solid science. We have to realize that these principles are the principles of the religious system of Orient. The fact that some adherents try to make acupuncture and acupressure look scientific, wherefore they also use massmedia, is something different. However, the reality is that there have never been any meridianes determined by science. 

The assertion that every muscle or organ is linked to a particular meridiane is a utopia, not a truth. 

What is the role of the so-called facilitator? The leaflet states: “The facilitator very gently presses his palm down on a slightly stretched-forth arm of the client, so that by means of a biological feedback he could receive a response to a question.” The facilitator gives the client particular questions which are personal and touch the most intimate sphere of one’s private life. The very phenomenon that there is a particular response evoked, i.e. a tension of muscles, would be nothing bad. Yet, this apparently irrelevant element is tied with certain practices connected with divination and oriental spirituality, and these are dangerous for mental and spiritual life of a Christian. One thus enters the sphere of divination and of oriental spiritual powers tied with the oriental philosophy and religion (taoism). 

V. ACUPUNCTURE

As a consequence of a one-sided publicity the public opinion has adopted a standpoint that acupuncture is absolutely scientific and harmless. However, the reality is different. 

A majority of physicians practising acupuncture consciously work by help of occult methods. 

We have to realize that acupuncture is a component part of pagan occult Chinese medicine (or rather of a traditional healing). It is based on a pagan comprehension of the world energy and of the world spirit Tao or Chi. It stems from the theory of ying and yang which is incompatible with Christianity. 

It is necessary to make a conclusion: Acupuncture is grounded on a philosophy encompassing  astrology, pantheism, hypnosis, and is rooted in Buddhism. Therefore, from both medical and Christian point of view acupuncture must be definitely rejected. Acupressure as well as Chinese point-massages are built upon an equal basis and have a similar aim. A Christian is to know this and act accordingly. 

There is no scientific evidence that there exist some acupunctural points or so-called meridianes. 

The fact that acupuncture often causes harm to one’s health is kept completely concealed. Dr. Manfred Heide writes: “Beside damages caused to nerves and vessels it can bring about the infection of hepatitis B. The most serious, acute complication reported from several places and resulting in death is pneumothorax caused by an inaccurate prick.”

Dr. Schnorranberger, head of a research institute for Chinese medicine in Germany, said: “With the acupunctural needle it is even possible to kill a person. An example is an event from 1981 when in Munich one healer inaccurately acupunctured the patient who immediately after being put the needle died.” 

Prof. Oepen, a forensic physician from Marburg, said in a telecast: “Acupuncture is not so safe as it is being claimed.” And she continues: “We know neither the number of the acupunctural points nor their localization, whether they are on the surface or somewhere deep, so eventually it is not quite clear: why?, when? and where? to have the needles pricked.”

VI. HYPNOSIS

S. Freud, who occupied himself with hypnosis, writes the following: “This practice reminds of magic, spells and whatever kind of witchcraft.” 

MUDr. P. Madre, who likewise had experience with hypnosis though later he dissociated himself from it, writes: “Hypnosis is a method based on suggestion, which necessarily means that what happens here is, at least to a certain extent, a process of subdual of one person by another. Such a state may, and it occurs quite often, cause mental harm and sometimes it may even bring about a loss of mind. Many people have gone through such experience that they woke up with a growing feeling of anxiety, aggressiveness  or guilt. And what we are speaking here about is just the results of medical practice, undoubtedly of a ‘blind’ one, which but considers itself to be therapeutic. Concerning the performance of hypnosis in connection with occultism, or parapsychology, in such cases the consequences are sometimes terrible and the demonic power immense. It is frequently inevitable to undergo a prayer of liberation, because it is a generally valid principle that hypnosis considerably accelerates destruction at mental as well as spiritual level, which may have been evoked by magic practices. For hypnosis, actually, by weakening one’s will for a certain period of time, facilitates a process of penetration of demonic influence into that particular human being. Example: The person to be spoken about is a heavy neurotic that was hypnotized through magic powers. Unfortunately, the process of awakening was unsuccessful. All attempts to psychically re-vive him were in vain and this person remained in a state of a more or less deep trance. He has since been placed in a psychiatric clinic.” 

In his book Wandering ways to health, MUDr. M. Heide writes: “Nowadays one is offered a wide range of literature on medical hypnosis… Yet, the doctors applying this method are unfit for God’s service. Therefore, keep aloof from everything that smells of hypnosis! By means of this ‘science’ one has laid down a ground for spiritism…” The old pagan demonic art of suggestion and hypnosis has appeared again under the guise of a so-called modern science, and thus almost undisturbedly it is preparing a way for other modern blinding “methods of therapy”.  

What is the attitude of the Church towards hypnosis? The Sanctum Officium in 1847 and 1856 warns against the danger of hypnosis. This attitude is nowadays not crystallized in practice. The Orthodox Church in present-day Russia permits its believers no use of hypnosis. We repeat: no use, neither in medicine, nor in psychiatry, nor any kind of “scientific” experiments. Why? For they consider hypnosis to be an undeniable element of occultism.

VII. MAGNETISM

Magnetism is tied with magic and spiritism. For this reason it is impossible to judge it separately from other occult practices. Magnetizers often speak about laying hand upon a person, by which they actually mean magnetizing. This is quite deceptive, for Jesus and His disciples were often laying hands on the sick and healing by blessing, yet this has absolutely nothing to do with the laying of hands performed by magnetizers (cf. Mk 16:18). When answering the question if in the case of magnetism one can speak of a spiritual gift, W. Dam, a contemporary expert in occultism, writes: “If the Christian magnetizers think of their ‘gift’ as having come from God, there is a question where the ‘gift’ of  the non-Christian magnetizers comes from. For non-believers, in fact, receive no gifts of the Holy Spirit… In reality, the magnetizer unconsciously makes his clients come into contact with demonic powers.”

 Fr. J. Verlinde writes: “The magnetizer opens himself up for cosmic powers. Once he receives an ‘unwelcome guest’, it is quite probable that this guest will also be passed through him further. The magnetizer and the person magnetized get into a state of inter-fusion. I could mention numbers of concrete examples when this state persists even months after one’s visit at the magnetizer. These people feel new negative effects: headache, insomnia, mental disorders. The same will occur also after visiting a healer, hypnotizer, fortune-teller, soothsayer and the like.”

The attitude of science: What is now called as bio-magnetism or magnetism has in reality nothing to do with the common physical phenomena. It is all just an abuse of terms, hiding magic practices under the guise of science and leading people in a confusion. 
The attitude of the Church: The Sanctum Officium condemned any use of magnetism. (August 4, 1856, DS 2823-25)
VIII. CONTEMPORARY PSYCHOLOGY AND OCCULTISM 

Contemporary psychology is divided into many approaches. The basis of them all is the teaching of two “fathers of modern psychology” – S. Freud and C.G. Jung. They were both brought up as Christians.  They both abandoned this faith, but they did not become atheists.  

The world view of S. Freud was permeated by ancient mysticism and occultism. His theories were shaped on the basis of tests with a hypnotized patient. During these tests, the patient “recalled” incidents from his early childhood, of which he had not been conscious by this time. This is how the theory of subconsciousness was formed. As we presently observe from the development of contemporary psychological approaches, the parallel between Freud’s opinion on determination of the present of man by his early childhood, and the teaching on reincarnation is not accidental. The link among these views is Jung’s theory on collective consciousness. C. Jung taught that “depth analysis”, by means of which individual layers are “torn off” from man’s consciousness, results in a revelation of “primordial archetypes”, and those have the level of consciousness of the most elementary forms of life (amoeba). This theory enabled the teaching on reincarnation to penetrate into the psychotherapy. 

C.G. Jung was a disciple of S. Freud, but he severed contact with him in 1912. At that time, being on the verge of psychic breakdown, he “got” a new spiritual leader – “Filemon”. This spirit-leader (demon) helped him to discover things, that testified his main theories on “collective consciousness” and “archetypes”.
Only at the end of his life Jung confessed that his work and writings were by no means a science, but they originated in frightful experience with spirits, who often attacked him and almost drove him crazy. Jung mythologized his spiritual experience and denominated it as an “exteriorization” of suppressed desires, memories, fears and archetypes originating from the mythical collective consciousness.  His work Seven Preachings to the Deceased was written under the influence of these spiritual beings within the span of three evenings. In the answers to the basic questions on God, world and man, which he asked the spirits, the entire core of his later work in the field of psychology is contained.  

In addition to the experiments with hypnosis S. Freud made several experiments with drugs as well. He was convinced that cocaine is a miraculous cure and there is no doubt that some of his works were written under its influence. Freud also prescribed drugs to others which ended up with the death of one of his friends. It is known that drugs themselves are one of the ways to an “extension of consciousness” – that means opening up for demons.  

We can see that the very root of modern psychology is poisoned and rotten. We therefore cannot wonder that the whole contemporary psychology is saturated with occultism and false mysticism (mainly by that of the Orient). C. Rogers, the founder of humanistic psychology, does not conceal his participation at spiritistic seances. The Mysticism of the Orient is more and more attracting psychologists and psychiatrists. The Union of Humanistic Psychology congress participants were in August 1987 bringing one another into the “channeling, rebirthing, energy healing, metaphysical counselling”, whereby the traditional morning meditation – yoga and aerobic – was supplemented by several new techniques of  “brain hemispheres synchronization”. A lot of contempo-rary psychologists gain their experience from Indian gurus, some of them even let themselves be “ordained” Hindu monks. The auto-actualization of  A. Maslow is actually a civilized version of the auto-realization in yoga. Certain psychologists, as for example J. Houston, openly acknowledge the New Age movement which uses modern psychology as one of the means to a planned destruction of Christianity. The result of all this is that, as the psychologist B. Zilbergeld puts it: “Those whose predecessors were drawing from the Word of God and were bowing in front of the altar of Christ and Yahweh are today bowing in front of the altars of Freud, Jung, Rogers… and before a crowd of similar authorities.” (elaborated according to D. Hunt, T. McMahon, Amerika nowy uczeń czarnoksięźnika, Warsaw 1996)

Questions and answers: 

· What to say about the books by A. de Mello offered in Catholic bookshops, e.g. the book “Sadhana”?

· The books are psychologically attractive. As to the spirituality, it is the New Age spirituality which is putting Lord Jesus Christ and various “masters” on the same level. So, it is not evident here that salvation is only in Christ, the sin is clouded, there is no need for repentance, no need to care for the most important thing – salvation of one’s soul. De Mello’s proposal how to spend the last hour of one’s life is dreadful: no repentance, no prayer, mere talking – however, not with Lord Jesus, but with one’s own leg! (note: The books by A. de Mello were prohibited by the Church in 1998)
· What about the works by Chalil Džibrán and the books of a “Chicken soup for soul” type? 
There is the same spirit breathing as in A. de Mello, even a worse.

· And what about the priest and palaeontologist T. de Chardin, has he also got a relation to the oriental spirituality? 
Yes, in his books he is promoting pantheism and his theories are not in compliance with the Christian teaching.  

· What about the Czech hypnotist Břetislav Kafka? 

His fundamental experience comes from spiritism. 

· What about the Czech priest František Ferda? 

The point is the prohibited practices of divination and soothsaying.

· What about ecology and Mother Earth (gaya) respect? 

Nowadays ecology is abused by the philosophies of the New Age religion and of pantheism: they both are incompatible with Christianity.

· What is “channeling”? 
A transfer of information from the invisible world through media. It is connected with the prohibited spiritism. (An example of channeling: the popular “revelation” of Atlantis..., which, of course, is a nonsense.)

· What is “rebirthing”? 
It is bringing people into their supposed previous lives through hypnosis. It is not only prohibited by the Church but also harmful for human mind. It is intertwined with the false teaching about reincarnation.   

IX. RADIOESTHESIS, RHABDOMANCY AND GEOPATHOGENIC ZONES  

From among numerous scientific analyses, let us look closer to the statements of three prominent experts:  

a) Doc. RNDr. Petr Řepa Csc., the Chairman of the Czech Mathematicians and Physicists Department, writes: “The existence of what the dowsers and their supporters call geopathogenic zones, dragon’s veins, Hartmann’s zones etc. has never been proved and therefore they are ranked among superstitions… Moreover, a danger of serious disorders emerges because instead of a fair treatment the patients rely on the movement of their beds.”  

b) Members of the Slovak Academy of Science, Dr. Kapišinský, MUDr. Ujházi and MUDr. Zikmund DrSc., in their discussion with the psychotronic popularizers clearly stated that dowsing rod, pendulum and geopathogenic zones belong to the realm of superstitions and that they have nothing in common with a solid science. (the Slovak Radio 9th and 10th August 1995)

c) A brief commentary by a collective of 12 scientists from Charles University: “The opinion on pathogenic zones is unambiguous: pathogenic zones do not exist, it is a mistake or a deliberate deception.” (Alternative Medicine, Options and Risks, Prague, 1995)
The Holy Scripture and the Church perspective:

1. The Catechism of John Paul II (art. 2116) refuses all forms of divination. This can be applied also on rhabdomancy. (It is a form of divination.)

2. In 1942 the Sanctum Officium prohibits the religious persons from using dowsing rod or pendulum.

3. In the Pastoral Letter by Tuscan Bishops from 1994, rhabdomancy is condemned as a spirit of fornication by a quotation  from the Bible: “My people consult their wooden idol, and they are answered by a stick of wood; for a spirit of harlotry has led them astray; and they have departed from their God.” (Hos 4:12; cf. Isa 2:6)

Prof. Fr. T. Ivančič from Zagreb told one dowser  to find harmful radiation in his room. The dowser gave him an answer: “There is nothing that could harm you because you are praying!” Prof. Ivančič added: “What kind of  powers are these that they can be driven out by prayer? It is a clear proof that it is the work of the evil spirit.”

It is surprising how many monks and priests nowadays use pendulum and dowsing rods. It is known  about several monasteries and parish houses that they were checked by dowsers and that there are so called negative energy suppressers inbuilt in the walls. 

The fact that rhabdomancy belongs to the area of divination can be easily proved. Actually, the dowsing rod can react not only over the ground but also over a map, and there is no radiation coming from maps! And that it is a form of divination is even more evident from the fact that you can ask the dowsing rod also about the things from the future. Similarly, dowsers are tracing from photographs whether the particular person is alive or dead. The same applies to pendulum. It is absolutely clear that these are divination practices, that means a sin against the First God’s Commandment.

X. MUSIC 

Music is not something neutral; at first it brings affection and later it opens for a spirit. However, the question is what kind of affection and what kind of spirit?! The Holy Spirit, or spirit against God? Music coming from God inclines one’s heart towards love for crucified Jesus and towards pure love for human beings, which is revealed through mercy, forgiveness and desire for their highest good – salvation of their immortal souls. Music coming from the other source disposes to drugs, alcoholism, impurity, perverseness, hedonism, revolt, hatred, violence, malediction, nihilism, murders, self-murders, occultism and satanism. Not nearly all but all rock groups as well as all types of rock music dispose to some of the above mentioned iniquities.

This music, this negative repertoire, has become a drug of the present generation and unfortunately even many Christians who consider themselves converted do not realize that unless they take a radical stand even on this issue, i.e. unless they break up with rock music, there is actually no real conversion. There is only half-heartedness. It is not surprising that those who apparently received Jesus as their Lord, and renounced all “only” except for that bad music, came to a bad end. A warning example is a group from USA, the so-called “Jesus’ Movement”.

Mother Basilea Schlink: “There exist medical documents attesting the contradiction between the rhythm of the rock music and natural rhythms of the body. The consequence of the continual rock music rhythm, is an extreme imbalance in the brain. The result effect is an excessive production of hormones, which can lead to a decrease of moral inhibitions, or to their complete loss. In addition, when a person is exposed to the manipulation through light effects used at the rock concerts, or discos, all restraints are shed definitely. One loses sober judgement, and is helplessly exposed to whatever kind of influence. And supposing that light and darkness alternate even faster than 26 times per second (which is not unusual), it can cause a total loss of control over senses. Thus, the statement that rock music combined with light effects can bring about a real violation of one’s consciousness, is not exaggerated. 

Playing LPs backwards (back-word masking) is a famous method for passing secret messages (which remain unnoticeably coded in human consciousness and covertly but strongly manipulate not only one’s thinking but also his acting). These messages have a satanic or blasphemous content and one can come across them in all kinds of modern music starting from soft-pop up to death-metal. E.g.: Led Zeppelin (Stairway to Heaven): ‘My sweet Satan, no one else showed me the way…!’ and Queen: ‘To hell with Bible! I only want the magic!’. Two of the Beatles’ songs inspired one satanist to commit seven terrifying murders. With the blood of the dead he wrote on the wall of the room.

Demonic rapture into which thousands of young people fall during the rock concerts is worse than narcotic ecstasy. Its effects are even more far-reaching, because drug addiction is not such a straight and direct way of addiction to Satan as rock music; among young people there is certainly a greater number of rock fans than of those who assist at the satanic masses or deal with occult things. Therefore, owing to its demonic effect rock music is an extraordinarily slick instrument for mass seduction. 

And what about the so-called Christian rock? The Christian rock musicians may wish to give unambiguous testimony of Jesus Christ, but the music they are using for it is defined by a different spirit. For the rock music will remain to be rock music regardless of the lyrics it accompanies; the essence of the rock is in music, it is independent of the lyrics.

Missionaries who worked among pagan nations confirm the above-stated: ‘Rock is a music of demons. When they invoke them, they often use this kind of music.’ The indigenous inhabitants of Kilimantano reacted to ‘Christian’ rock music as follows: ‘Why do you invoke demons with your music?’

A certain young man, who converted ten years ago and was miraculously saved from heavy narcotism, took part at the yearly Christian festival in England. Apart from Biblical lectures and seminars the programme also included ‘Christian’ rock music – and for the first time since this man became a Christian, hallucinations emerged with him again.” (acc. Rock Music: Where from? Where to?, 1998) 

Not only rock, techno, house…, but also New Age music, so-called sphere music (J.M. Jarre, Vangelis, Kitaro, Enya, Mike Oldfield etc.) ranks with the so-called modern music with negative spiritual background. 

Those who want to live authentic Christianity should put their CDs, MCs, LPs… in order and get rid of all bad music. 

What kind of music is then acceptable for a Christian who wants to follow Jesus in truth? This was replied by David Wilkerson (the author of a well-known book “The Cross and the Switchblade”): “It is such spiritual music, listening to which I can receive Jesus Christ.” It is written in the Bible that we should celebrate God with spiritual songs, psalms and hymns (Eph 5:19; Col 3:16). So we are not to delete music from Christian life. King David was singing to the Lord with a harp and a cither. In the book of Revelation (14:3) the beautiful singing of a new song is described, but noone  could learn that song except the chosen ones. 

XI. THE CANONS OF THE EASTERN CHURCHES (of the Orthodox church) 

· rule 61 (VI. general assembly)

“Those who look for witches or other similar to them… fall under the rule of a six-year epitimy. Those who keep on doing so and will not convert, without avoiding such pernicious and pagan falsities, we order to completely eliminate from the Church.”

· rule 65 (St. Basil the Great)

“Who made a repentance from witchcraft or from homicidal poisoning, should live out in the repentance time determined as for murderers.”

· rule 72 (St. Basil the Great)

“Who committed himself to magicians or other similar to them (i.e. healers, psychotronics etc.), shall remain under epitimy for the same period of time as a murderer” (20 years).

· rule 81 (St. Basil the Great)

“…Those who without greater violence betrayed their faith in God, touched the beschovian table and received pagan’s vows (note: nowadays a consecration through transcendental meditation and other initiations), shall be eliminated from the Church for three years, two years shall listen to the Scripture, three years shall pray in great bows, other three years shall pray with faithful believers. Only then  (after 11 years) they can be admitted to receive holy sacraments.”

· rule 83 (St. Basil the Great)

“Those who dealt with magics and followed pagan’s customs or received somebody into their house to make magic or cleansing (cf. geopathogenic zones), are subjected to the rule of a six-year repentance, one year with weepers, one with listeners, three years they shall do great bows and one year shall stand with faithful believers (during the Liturgy until Credo) and then they can be accepted.”

This penitent practice, which served for the sake of soul healing, does not exist in the Western Church anymore. But instead it is possible to pray one hour daily from 2000-2100 at least for one year and to join the continuous prayer of 10 days per month. Everyone shall pray for his/her own purification as well as for the purification of the Church. 24 people fill 24 hours during the day, each of them selects one hour. It is recommended for the community to meet once or two times per month in order to encourage and motivate each other. One can practise this way of penitence voluntarily for 6,11, or 20 years. (It is possible to add Bible reading to the prayer.)

Watch out, do not open yourself.

All forms of occultism from dowsing, reading one’s palm, magnetism, soothsaying, acupuncture, hypnosis, homoeopathy, up to the so-called “mysterious powers” acting in Hindu or Buddhist religions, have one common base. This base is that man opens himself to some kind of non-natural, mysterious, or occult powers  – “spiritual energies” or so-called parapsychological abilities. All these are just synonyms for hidden dark power which causes that man is able to perform things overreaching the abilities of human nature. Nowadays it has not yet been clearly and in authority – on the base of the Holy Scripture and the Church tradition - defined what, or rather who, these “energies” are – mysterious occult powers or parapsychological abilities. Nor was it announced what attitude Christians should assume towards them. The Holy Scripture and the Tradition of the Fathers definitely call these powers “demons” (i.e. fallen angels) and the above-mentioned abilities they call white or black magic (cf. Deut 18:9-16).

The Catechism of the Catholic Church condemned magic and divination in all forms, but it is necessary for the believers to know concretely what it refers to, otherwise they are confused. For example: homoeopathy, the method of Silva, reiki, kinesiology, acupuncture, acupressure, hypnosis, magnetism, radioesthesis is either a form of magic or  divination, and is thus a serious sin against the First Commandment.  The powers of darkness (demons) can work by means of these practices. (See the fortune-teller in Philippi (Acts 16:16nn), or Simon the magician (Acts 8:9).) 

How can a person receive these energies?

1) Through personal contact with an occultist, healer (e.g. dowsing rod, pendulum does not work, but when the radioesthesist touches me, it mostly starts to work; it is like getting infected through an ill person – passing on the divination spirit).

2) Through  reading of occult literature (when a person opens himself to it in faith).

3) As a spiritual heritage from the ancestors (from  3rd – 4th generation).

A testimony from the University of Prešov (Slovak Republic): Endeavours to reach “the world standard” or to be interesting in one’s scope of work caused that teachers include ancient occult practices disguised in scientific clothes into their curriculum, all this without least resistance from the side of Christian students. I am a graduate of the Pedagogical Faculty of the University of Prešov and I was shocked to see that no field of study avoided this hidden or evident influence of occultism. Let me draw some examples:  

Pedagogy and psychology: promote  hypnosis, alternative occultism-based education, astrology, Zen-buddhism, Waldorf school, so-called healthy school…

Philosophy: the future educators of youth hear such opinions as that the drug use or meditation can lead us into a connection with God, but drugs are supposed to be more effective. One believing girl openly stood up against it, and consequently she had problems with her credits. 

Music classes: the teachers invited a popular shaman from Austria. His lessons were obligatory and the students had to lie down on the floor with their heads close to each other, close their eyes … and he introduced them into shamanic practices accompanied with music. A common part of the lessons is  rock music as well as relaxation music of New Age.

Visual Arts: inspirations are searched in Oriental religions, alcohol, drugs, in mystic teachings, occultism, spiritism, magic. During one installation, students built an altar to demons with a dead cat and plenty of candles. None of the teachers protested, on the contrary, together with students they were amused by this “work of art”. An interest in unknown powers manifested in paintings and works of art gradually led students through various experience with spirits up to drugs, magic and satanism.

Physical education: yoga and martial arts are a common practice…

Ecology and biology: guruism, Zen gardens, philosophy on the Mother Earth (gaya), oriental meditations in the nature, obligatory one-hour long meditation over a severalfold enlarged guru picture.  

(note: It has now become fashionable to arrange one’s garden in a style of a so-called bonsai, however this also is tied with Chinese paganism, with a belief that this is the dwelling-place of the ancestors and of a kind of spiritual beings. Let us therefore be precautious when coming into contact with anything that is called oriental.)

Foreign language classes: use occult movies in a foreign language (on Chinese Emperor, Dalai Lama, reincarnation...)

Technical tools for classes: professor wanted to lead the students to “alpha” and “gama” levels by means of a computer.

There are many more concrete examples to be mentioned, but since occultism is slowly but surely becoming an official part of the education, it is meaningless.

What is a Christian to do when he has been involved with divination or magic?

The spiritual connection he entered into, remains. The soul comes under a kind of a curse due to the occult sins committed. In this respect it is necessary to do penance: particularly that I adopt the attitude of the Word of God towards this issue, then in the presence of two witnesses I renounce the power of darkness which passed on me through this or that occult practice, and finally I confess it to a priest. Do not forget to receive Lord Jesus as Your Saviour and Lord and then receive the Holy Spirit and let Him lead you! 

A brief summary: 

1) Renouncement in front of two witnesses at least; designate concretely every form of the occultism…

Proceed as follows: the person concerned shall kneel and one of the present witnesses asks him/her the following questions: 

a) … (name), are you renouncing the power of darkness which came upon you through  (e.g. reiki etc.) as well as the spiritual background related to it?          The person concerned replies:  Yes.

b) … (name), are you cutting this spiritual bondage in the power of Jesus Christ? The person concerned replies: Yes.

Continue in this way with all forms of the occultism.

2) Confess  this sin against the First Commandment to a priest. 

3) In case of spiritual troubles, ask an experienced authority for a prayer to untie the spiritual bondage (in case the problems continue even after renouncing).

4) Burn all occult literature and things related to occultism, fireproof objects (e.g. pendulum, talismans) shall be broken (cf. Acts 19:19).

5) Occultism presents a constant trap to the person afflicted. Therefore, to continue the therapy, a person should join a living Christian community. 

Principles:

a) Contacting people with these “abilities” passes on me a spiritual infection. Effects can be seen even as late as in the hour of death. 

b) Whoever extols mantras, chakras, meridianes, aura, reincarnation, oriental meditations, macrobiotics, ying-yang, zen, yoga, carma, energies, holotropic breathing …, does not have the Spirit of Christ. One must be on the alert, in order not to open oneself to a false or dangerous spirituality. 

c) Among the sins against the First Commandment the following ones can also be listed: superstitions regarding child birth, wedding, funeral, St. Andrew feast (in particular in Ukraine), Halloween, bewitching, magic away, cinders, wax casting; visiting fortune-tellers; reading zodiacs or bad literature; superstitions related to Christmas, black cat…

d) Buying for someone homoeopathic remedies is worse than buying him drugs.

e) May the martyrs be an example for us in the fight against idolatry. They did not consider it a trifle to throw one incense grain to divinities in order to save their lives, they preferred to die to keep their relationship to God pure. 

CONCLUSION 

The First Commandment says: “I am the Lord your God… you shall have no other gods before Me… you shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you.” (Deut 6:4-14)

The Catechism of the Catholic Church condemns magic and divination in all forms. We have shown here concrete forms of magic, such as homoeopathy, reiki, acupuncture, hypnosis, radioesthesis… “If the foundations (of the Catholic teaching) are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Ps 11:3) We do not want people to leave the Church anymore. We do not want the believers in the Church to bow down before foreign divinities and thus to become just dead members of the Church. If the process of silent liquidation of those “who have not knelt down before the Baal” (Rom 11:4) continues in the Church, then let them be encouraged by this word from our cross  to draw back not even by one millimetre! It is worth to sacrifice even one’s life for Christ and His bleeding body. The words of prophet Elijah on the Carmel mountain are still valid for many idolaters in the Church: “…How long go you limping between the two sides? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him...” (cf. 1Kings 18:21) Lord, may the fire from heaven come down upon Your people and purify Your Church!  
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