The issue of the celibate

Open letter to Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Your Eminence,

we are turning to You in humility with regard to another issue topical in the Catholic Church in the present time, namely the issue of the celibate.

The reality is that a big crisis has arisen among the Catholic clergy in relation to this sphere. Some will try to solve this crisis by abolishment of the celibate. They will unwearingly put pressure on the Holy Father in order to make him abolish the celibate or at least allow some experiment. The conditions for such experiments and consequently for the creation of precedent are found particularly in the Czech Republic where is also our Byzantine Catholic Church. 

We are glad that on 16th November 2006 the Holy Father acknowledged the importance of the celibate again; however, we know that the opponents will not let themselves be discouraged thereby. We, as the Greek-Catholic monks, are well acquainted with the situation in Ukraine where the number of married clergy is the highest. Since we are likewise familiar with the situation in the Roman-Catholic Church in both the Czech and the Slovak Republics, we take the liberty to give our opinion: 

If the Church authoritatively prohibits:

1) historic-critical theology (HCT), 

2) interreligious dialogue which relativizes Christianity and puts it on equal level with paganism, 

then there will be conditions created for spiritual awakening, and when this comes, the crisis of faith and thus also the crisis of priesthood will be solved. Only with the coming of the awakening one can objectively deal even with the issue of the celibate. 

If simultaneously with the spiritual awakening there would come for example a hard persecution of Christians and instead of in churches the believers could only gather in their houses, then to these secret priests it would probably be more suitable to be married. 

However, in the present conditions it is necessary to point at the real root of the crisis of the faith and thus of the celibate as well, and that is HCT. 

The abolishment of the celibate would nowadays bring even greater liberalization and desacralization of the Church. 

A concrete example from the past is the establishment of the Czech Hussite Church in 1920. Many Catholic priests influenced by the spiritual stream of modernism at that time established a new Church and abolished the celibate. Later on they even began to ordain women. The statistics of divorced priests and priestesses are high!

The abolishment of the celibate often rather became a hindrance of the true return to the saving faith. This spirit of unbelief (modernism) is witnessed by the Catechism of the Czech Hussite Church from that time. The Divinity of Christ is denied here! Unfortunately, nowadays through so-called postconciliar spirit, so-called biblical science (HCT) and through emphasizing of interreligious dialogue the spiritual state of the current clergy is just as critical. The solution is not, as shown by the sad experience from the past, the abolishment of the celibate but the way of conversion, namely renouncement of the spirit of HCT and false dialogue and receiving in fullness the Holy Spirit who will guide us into the way of healing repentance.

Your Eminence, please, help His Holiness Benedict XVI. to renew the Church and to reform the formation of future priests!
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Copies:

· Card. Joseph William Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

· Card. Tarsicio Bertone, Secretary of the State of Vatican

P.S.: Letters and papers wherein the conditions for the spiritual awakening are formulated are at the disposal on www.community.org.ua:

· Four Words from Ukraine

· Who do say that I am (4th June 2006)

· Prophetical service (16th April 2006)
· Renewal of discipleship and of services in the Church (13th May 2006)

· Diagnosis, Encyclical by St. Pius X. (28th August 2006)

· The fruit of Nostra aetate (21st September 2006)

· Prospect of internal reform of the Church (13th October 2006)

· Letter to His Holiness Benedict XVI. regarding the obligatory pronouncement as to the most acute problems in the Church (1st November 2006)

