The spirit of pharisaism

To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Introduction

What makes us unhappy here as well as after death is the poisoned root in our soul, so-called original sin, or old man. The only Saviour from sin and from eternal perdition is Jesus. The condition of salvation – the loss of soul for Christ’s sake (Mk 8:35); the biggest obstacle – the spirit of pharisaism (Mt 16:6).

The Virgin Mary said her YES to God, received God’s life – she did God’s will. By doing God’s will, however, she immediately came into conflict with the Law. The Law is holy and divine, and by doing God’s will she, so to say, stood beyond the Law. The blessed Fruit of her womb – Jesus – by doing the Father’s will was as if in permanent conflict with the Law. Finally the conflict led to the point that those who represented God let the Son of God be crucified. How is it possible? How is it that the doing of God’s will does not fall into harmony with God’s Law but into conflict with it? Nobody would expect this. The hierarchy who delivered the Lord Jesus to death said: “According to our law He ought to die!” (cf. Jn 19:7) The fact is that sheltering itself behind God’s Law there is the spirit of pharisaism and this spirit abuses it. And today we are witnesses to it again. The one who does God’s will, witnesses to Jesus and follows Him, the one comes into conflict with the spirit that holds those who do not have the Spirit of Christ. These shelter themselves behind God’s Law, that they may officially liquidate God’s life.
They do not want God’s life because it will reveal that “they say they are apostles and are not, but are liars” (Rev 2:2). 

They do not want God’s life because it convicts them of their spiritual death.

They do not want God’s life so that they do not have to repent but, on the contrary, in the name of God’s Law may crucify Jesus and His Mystical Body – the Church – anew (cf. Hebr 6:6).
The whole Gospel is a testimony of how Jesus was constantly exposed to the hatred of the pharisaic spirit and to its cunning efforts to make a criminal of Him. The Pharisees claimed that Jesus was breaking the Law so it was impossible that He might be from God and He had to be “justly” punished. The spirit of pharisaism and scribery perpetually repeats this liquidation process against everyone who has the Spirit of Christ. And this very pressure is what all weak Christians are afraid of. They do not follow Jesus in truth because they are afraid of coming into this so-called conflict with the Law and with its “guards”. The terror of the spirit of lie goes so far that the deceived victims have fear lest they should fall into perdition when they follow the way of truth, and for this fear they leave this way – they leave the living Jesus. What a paradox! 

For example, a married couple, after going through a spiritual recollection where they were genuinely converted, travelled to a certain place of pilgrimage. There they sincerely opened their hearts to a priest who had a pharisaic spirit of death. They believed his lies and let themselves be hurt by him so much that they were no longer able to continue the path of conversion, and, what is more, they even became adversaries to the way of truth (see 2Pt 2:2). Such priests are not servants of God but of the devil. You will know them by their fruits.

When Jesus healed the man blind from birth, the Pharisees did not wonder at God’s power but said: “He breaks the Sabbath.” They said so that they could have the right to draw the conclusion: “He is not from God.” (cf. Jn 9:16) And thus they got rid of hated competition. The same thing happens in the Church nowadays. This is the greatest sin – the sin against the Holy Spirit.

It was so in the times of Christ and it is so even nowadays. All that Jesus in the Scripture addresses to the religious caste of the Pharisees, Sadducees and high priests refers in full measure to everyone who today holds Church office but does not have the Spirit of Christ (cf. Rom 8:9). Such religious functionary will be killing the Church – the Body of Christ. Every time such person will stand before a choice: I or Jesus, this person will reply: I, and will deliver Jesus to death. 

Saint Paul in the fight with this spirit abolished the circumcision as the Christians coming from Judaism were diverted by it from the substance, i.e. from the living relation to Jesus. To a Jew the circumcision was the fundament derived from the Holy Scripture itself. Saint Paul had the courage to stand against the Apostle Peter in Antioch and to call him a hypocrite: “For before certain men came from James, he (Peter) would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.” (Gal 2:12-13) For this hypocrisy Saint Paul publicly rebuked Peter, in spite of the fact that he recognized him as the highest authority in the Church. In the whole Epistle to the Galatians the Apostle deals with this problem. He says clearly: “By works of the law shall no one be justified.” (v.16) Next he writes: “O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified? Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law, or by hearing (the Gospel) with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh?” (Gal 3:1-3) Paul emphasizes: “For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse!” (Gal 3:10) These Christians from Judaism clutched at an outward certainty and were not willing to leave hold of it, banking on it as on the most essential thing. Therefore Saint Paul had to say to them: “If you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing.” (Gal 5:2) That means, if you want to have a certainty in formality, you will not be saved. Preaching of the true Gospel had to destroy to the root all behind which was hidden the artful self-realization of the “old man”. The whole Gospel explicitly points to the Lord Jesus as to the First and the Last, without whom noone will be saved. Without the radicalism of the Apostle Paul God’s life would be choked with the thorns of the old man who destructively works on the believers through that hierarchy which does not have the Spirit of Christ. 

In the structure of the present-day Church the living Jesus has almost no place. There are various regulations issued, whereby false authority is created which is without Christ. This authority declares demagogically – When you are against us, and we are as if God, you shall go to hell. You must obey us! –Millions of people are thus being spiritually killed inside the very Church. Millions of people run into perdition owing to this lie. The Church’s own hierarchy, which does not have the Spirit of Christ, thus liquidates the Church, sheltering itself behind God’s authority. Pharisaism is legalized, death is legalized and it is impossible to defend the truth or the way of truth. Official laws are rendered by this pharisaic hierarchy so as to kill Christ and to kill life. 
Jesus says clearly: “They will persecute you, put you out of the synagogues … whoever kills you will think that he offers God service.” (cf. Jn 16:2) This is mastery of deceit. Therefore one needs to distinguish between the Church organization and the Mystical Body of Christ – the Church; both ought to be in unity, but unfortunately, today they are not. By convicting the apostate hierarchy of sin, we are not against God. They, however, are against God. Not being in spiritual unity with them, we, on the contrary, will save ourselves, not perish! “We must obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)

To obey those who do not obey God is a way leading to eternal perdition! It is a strange mystery that behind the Law of God and even behind the Word of God may be hidden a different spirit – the spirit of death. The fight against it is interpreted by those who serve this spirit in the key posts in the Church as a fight against God Himself. Church officials with the spirit of antichrist abuse God’s authority which they have usurped. All Christ’s witnesses and defenders of truth are “justly” punished by them and liquidated. The liquidation is performed for the ostensible benefit of the Church. These internal blows dealt by the Church officials are worse than the blows by which the Church was liquidated under the totalitarian regimes. This spirit crucified Jesus and crucifies those who belong to Him. 

What a fear the pharisees had and have lest people should have an opportunity to experience a living moment of encountering Jesus. Because as the man blind from birth was disembarrassed from the power of fear by knowing Jesus and began to witness to Him, so it is with every truly converted person. The parents of the blind man had not experienced this living moment and remained in fear. The system how to keep the souls in false fear is such: To remove all means that lead to the living encounter with Jesus. Instead of interior prayer to promote various philosophies, theologies, ecumenisms without Christ, peculiar dialogues, meditations on the basis of false spirituality (zen, yoga, various psychologies…). The preaching of the living Word of God has been replaced by historic-critical theology (HCT) and false respect for paganism (i.e. syncretism). In Christ only is the true wisdom and freedom. Who clings to his intelligence will easily become a victim of the spirit of deceit and fall into his trap.

The Lord Jesus used every opportunity to point at the perniciousness of the pharisaic spirit. When one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to dine with him and Jesus had not first washed before dinner, he immediately took offence at Him. Was it so hard for Jesus to wash His hands, could He not behave conventionally? No, because He did not come to dine with the Pharisee but to save his soul, to deliver it from the power of deceit. It was similar when He “profaned” the Sabbath, or when He entered the house of Zacchaeus – a Gentile, or when he spoke with the Samaritan woman, …

On Good Friday the Pharisees went to the Praetorium to exact the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus. But they did not enter the house of Pilate, lest they should be defiled. What blindness! What an abomination – to shelter oneself behind that which is as if divine so that they might kill God and at the same time be quite content that they act exactly in compliance with God’s Law!
Today instead of the word “law” they have a magic and hypocritical catchword “obedience”. 
With whom did Jesus come into conflict and why? With the hypocritical hierarchy, because He pointed out the substance. 

Hypocritical hierarchy and teachers of HCT with the spirit of Sadduceanism as well as contemporary pharisees and scribes (jurists, ceremonialists and so-called theologians) discuss only on the field where as if they were always true. For example: He does not observe the Law. Here is the evidence – profanation of the Sabbath, so He is not from God. Everyone who discusses with them in this field is driven into a corner by ostensible facts. They demagogically stick to their way of thinking, they will not abandon their perverted norms, which they claim to be God’s, and they sovereignly present their attitudes as the official standpoint of the Church. If you are against their crimes, you are against the Church – you ruin the Church. The spirit of pharisaism must be shown up by quite the opposite Spirit. Discussing with them is good for nothing. It is necessary to reveal the meanness and cunning of the pharisaic intentions. Jesus never let Himself be drawn into their discussions either by their questions or by their flattering and treacherousness or by their false accusations. He never tried to prove them His innocence; on the contrary, He convicted them of sin. 

What arrogance of the pharisaic spirit! St. Paul says: “You put up with it if one takes from you, if one strikes you on the face.” (cf. 2Cor 11:20) The Apostle Paul worked unselfishly… Everyone who works unselfishly at the salvation of souls will go through similar experience. Those who have been converted will begin to be extorted, intimidated, officially bound… (cf. 2Cor 11:3-21).

Those who will want to do God’s will will encounter that all. God’s Word says: “If the Lord had not shortened the days, no human being would be saved.” (Mk 13:20) Who will not want to lose his soul will not be able to stand. One must have the willingness to be literally put out of the synagogue – out of the Church – by these people. Those who will want to save themselves in officialism will perish. Man will get caught at his strivings to have certainty in something which is not Jesus. Nowadays this all becomes a trap. “No one shall be saved by the law.” (cf. Gal 3:11) Today the official Church has been turned into false self-redemption without conversion and repentance. Life is spiritual. It cannot be grasped somehow. Law, on the other hand, is something firm. This is what man likes. However, in the process of putting off the “old man” one has to go even through this stage of abandoning all external certainties for the sake of the living Jesus. Supposing that we want to save something for ourselves, we shall perish. Coming out from the world, man considers it a matter of course that he has to separate himself from it, and he takes it for granted that the Church will shield him. However, nowadays one mostly sees the same spirit in the world and in the Church. Therefore the only line for these days is to lose everything for Jesus’ sake. It is enough to keep a small certainty through which I want to save myself – that means that instead of Jesus and instead of following Him I want to respect something external, official, which moreover is called holy and divine – and the cunning of the spiritual fight lies in the very fact that because of this so-called trifle I will perish.

Why can the spirit of deceit vegetate in the Church? Because many people who nowadays hold the key posts here have nothing in common with the substance of the Gospel. They have never had a clear line that their self has to die for Christ’s sake. They have never experienced what it means to enter Christ’s death. They are just religious people who have learnt to philosophize at theological schools but who lack conversion and the Spirit of Christ. Even when they are given true information afterwards, they already understand everything in a different spirit. They do not even know whose they are themselves, not then speaking of their being unable to mediate God’s life to others and to follow Christ. Without conversion and true following of Christ in the present-day Church such “servant of God” will find the largest space for his own self-realization and pride. In reality he will no longer work for Christ but for antichrist. The unmasking of this whole deadly system these false apostles say to be a liquidation of the Church. 

When we pointed out the abuse of the participation of the Holy Father John Paul II in Assisi (1986, 2002), spiritual hypocrites from among the clergy and religious stated: “They are against the Pope!”

We respond: We are not against the Pope; on the contrary, we want purification of the person of the Pope! But in fact it is those that manipulated him, making him take part in Assisi, who are against the Pope and against the papacy.

Other pharisees shout: “They are against the Church!”

We respond to it: We are not against the Church but you who keep her in artificial darkness. We love the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ, and point at those who liquidate the Church in the name of the Church. Unless one points to the main cause, the renewal of the Church cannot come!!!
The substance of pharisaism lies in the fact that one substitutes the means (even good ones) for the aim. 
The real aim of a Christian is unity with Jesus, and the means – self-denial and carrying of one’s cross. 

Conclusion

What makes us unhappy here as well as after death is the poisoned root in our soul, so-called original sin, or old man. The only Saviour from sin and from eternal perdition is Jesus. The condition of salvation – the loss of soul for Christ’s sake (Mk 8:35); the biggest obstacle – the spirit of pharisaism (Mt 16:6).
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