A CRITIQUE ON THE HCT 

(HISTORIC-CRITICAL THEOLOGY)

This paper originated in Ukraine at the time when Ukraine started opening itself to a strong influence from the West. Christianity in Ukraine is exposed to for the time being a slow, yet a strong pressure, which affects the Church destructively not only externally but internally as well. There are many dangers of spiritual poisoning but the most cunning and the most dangerous is the spiritual poison called historic-critical theology – HCT. The question here really is eternal salvation or everlasting perdition of millions of souls for which the death of Christ and His sacrifice on Golgotha – owing to this influence (HCT) – would be in vain. It is the life or the spiritual death of the whole nation that are at stake here. 

We are sending this paper also to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (Prefect – Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger*) as an impulse to a fight against this heresy within the Church on a Church-wide scale. 
Without a true conversion and a definite decision to follow Christ as well as without opening oneself fully to His Spirit, not only that we will not be able to fight, but on the contrary, we will receive the poison of the HCT and spread it further. These are not just phrases, this is a real fight, namely a spiritual fight (cf. Eph 6:11-19). May this paper open the eyes of many and give them an impulse to fight and endure mocking and suffering for Christ and His bleeding mystical body – the Church. May new and new groups of a constant prayer be created in Ukraine, that will fight for a protection and purification from the spiritual poison of the HCT, for a mission and a spiritual conversion and resurrection of Ukraine!
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PREFACE

In Christ’s times religious spirits that like parasites vegetated on what was God-given in the Church of the Old Testament were acting through a common base – through seeking one’s fame. The theologians opened for them were divided into scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees. Besides, even other religious spirits were destroying the Lord’s vineyard. All these got united and crucified our Lord! 

What does the Scripture say about the Sadducees? They did not believe in angels (neither good nor bad), did not believe in the resurrection from the dead, did not believe in any miracle. This spirit is the same as the spirit that nowadays in the Church is represented by the theologians of the historic-critical theology (HCT) who, in fact, deny the Divinity of Christ. They have a different gospel and a different spirit than the apostles Paul, John or other apostles had! The truth here is: “Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ is not His.” (Rom 8:9). “Even if an angel from heaven should preach any other gospel to you… let him be accursed!” (cf. Gal 1:5-9). It is possible to preach a different gospel, a different Christ and to have a different spirit. However, this no longer leads to salvation, rather to condemnation! John the Apostle writes that many heretics who deny Christ have gone out into the world. He warns the believers against these antichrists, not to receive them into their house nor greet them and have thus any share in their heresy (cf. 2Jn 1). 

Nowadays, the HCT takes a pretension to scientifically explain the Scripture and thus also the whole Catholic teaching without subordinating itself to the authority and tradition of the Church in the affairs of teaching (dogmas) and morals. It is based on atheistic philosophy, does not believe in any miracle, covertly denies even Christ’s resurrection, does not believe that Jesus is the true God and the true man, the only Saviour in the way the Church has been teaching it for 2000 years. It has a new teaching in which Christ is divided into a historical Christ, and a Christ of faith that is said to have been imagined by the first community of believers. And this is already taught even in Ukraine. This old-new heresy has been spreading from the West through the studies of theology and through theological literature, somewhere, regrettably to say, even with an imprimatur by the Church. If I accept the heresies proclaimed by the HCT, then actually, even though I am a professor or a student of theology, whether in Ukraine or in Rome, I am automatically internally excluded – for a covert heresy – from the Church community! This is not a triviality! 

The acting of the spirit of HCT can be compared to a poisoning through potassium cyanide (cyancali). Cyancali gets chemically bound on oxygen blood receptors. This bond with a poison which brings death is much quicker and easier than a bond with oxygen which brings life. Death is caused by a lack of oxygen. Similar is the effect of the spirit which is behind HCT: it flatters the thinking of one’s old self whose binding on the spirit of lie is quicker and easier than binding on the Word of God and the Spirit of truth. The natural, carnal man with his purely rational approach to the Holy Scripture was always producing and will be producing heresies and spreading them with easiness and great speed. Cyancali has a pleasant almond smell. Similarly, all heresies, including HCT, pleasantly flatter the carnal man. After the use of cyancali one is easily, mercilessly and quickly suffocated because one can no longer receive the vital oxygen from the air, may he even be breathing as much as he can. His organism is no longer able to inbuild, incorporate it into its structure. The same thing occurs with a student of theology or a reader of the HCT literature. Everyone who has opened himself and received in his soul the poison of HCT is no longer able to receive the living Word of God, and thus, through unbelief, a spiritual death comes. Dazed by a pleasant smell of the spiritual poison (heresy), behind which there is a spirit of lie  and death (cf. Jn 8:44), one is innerly suffocated. 

St. Basil clearly shows that the Holy Scripture is given for life and everyone will be responsible for whether his life was directed by this dependence on God’s Word or not. The theologians of HCT have no understanding of the Holy Scripture at all, and that attitude that the Fathers of the Church have is completely strange to them. What is then the benefit of HCT for the Church? If it only were zero, but their influence is completely misleading and destructive, and brings an eclipse and death into the soul. 

Crucial for the Church is not the issue of history but the one of presence. History is to have just that position which is due to it and be presented in a spirit subordinate to the basic line which is the glory of God and salvation of souls. Then it is to supplement this line, and not to dissolve it or substitute it by a completely irrelevant, totally misleading and artificially constructed solution to artificial problems in which human pride is self-realized. 

If something like that should occur for example in agriculture, then the soil yields would no longer be decisive and instead of it one would just theorize, making up intellectual “top-level” problems, and the result would be the inhabitants starved to death. For the Church the activity of liberal theologians (HCT) is the same as for agriculture would be a training of agronomists who would cultivate various species of pest, competing with one another, until they would infest all the crops so much that eventually they would cause a world famine. 

St. Basil is calling at the time when the Church is being internally destroyed by the heresy of arianism: “… The whole intelligence of those who are learned in word is filled with a delusion of false and half-true assertions like an eye is full of dust. …All these people are overcome with an incurable epidemic of a crazy love for fame, so that every one longs to be higher than the other, but, in fact, at the same time their ship is sinking to the bottom of a terrible depth. …Every border-line (dogma) set by the Fathers of the Church has been moved, every fundament, every strong-hold of a sound view of the true faith has been shattered… unless our enemy attacks us first, then a friend by our side will hurt us…”. Such a state is there even nowadays; however, by this time many cannot see it – they got spiritually blind!

I. CONVERSION OF A STUDENT OF R. BULTMANN

Professor Eta Linnemann (further prof. L.) gives this testimony: “Why I am saying: ‘No!’ to the historic-critical theology? As a student of Rudolf Bultmann and E. Fuchs, F. Gogarten and G. Ebeling, in this field I had the most qualified teachers to offer me the historic theology. In any other way I did not come off badly, too. My first book became a best-seller. I worked as a regular professor of theology and methodics of catechization at the University of Technology in Braunschweig. After my habilitation I was appointed professor of honour of the New Testament at the Faculty of Theology of Philips’ University in Marburg and accepted as a member of The Association for the Study of the New Testament. I enjoyed the growing esteem from my colleagues. Spiritually anchored in HCT, I was absolutely convinced that by my theological work I was serving God and contributing to the preachment of the Gospel. However, later, on the basis of particular observations and information, as well as getting to know it by myself, I had to admit that such work did not serve the preachment of the Gospel. 

The atheistic historical science has a term ‘pou stoo’, that one treats the Word of God without occupying oneself with it. And this is still called theology – talking about God! This perversity is enormous. God’s revelation must be ‘professionally’ and ‘indeed separately’ learnt in a way when God is spoken about no more, when God is no more worshipped as God and noone gives thanks to Him. God’s children, one generation after another, those who were willing and eager to serve God, those we let ‘go through fire’ and sacrificed them to this Moloch of the atheistic theology. The result is generations of deceived deceivers. When will we finally get converted and leave this idolatry? Who once starts going this way of godlessness, is no longer free in his decisions; there is something or someone that forces him. This pressure is not exerted just through practised methods. This is demonic powers under the pressure of which falls everyone who starts going this way. From that moment one is no longer free but under the control of an irresistible power. 

I irrevocably consider as rubbish all that I had taught and written before I opened my life to Jesus. Here I would like to use the opportunity and bring to Your notice that I condemned my books ‘Gleichnisse Jesu’ and ‘Studien zur Passions-Geschichte’ as well as my contributions in journals and textbooks. Whatever of this I had in my house, in 1978 I carried it to rubbish by myself and I ask you in earnest: If there is still something of it in your bookcase, do the same.” 

5th July 1985                           Prof. Dr. Eta Linnemann

II. HCT TRANSFORMS THE THINKING OF STUDENTS

Prof. L. writes: - “Producing hypotheses when studying the Old and the New Testaments is a system which stabilizes itself. 

· It is an idle playing with God’s Word; it does not ask for God, though a single researcher may be convinced that he thus serves God. He puts therein much work and endeavour – for these researchers a 60-hour-long working week is quite normal, and this is for all their life, as much as their physical and mental powers can withstand. 

· On the basis of his work, a professor of theology necessarily comes to a conclusive conviction that it is not possible to understand God’s Word unless one adopts the system of hypotheses of the Old and the New Testament science. He is really convinced of it and therefore able to mediate this conviction to his auditors as well. Since these ‘research results’, gained due to a long-life work, can never be adopted in the same extent by the students, these then become puzzled and get into a dependence. 

The conviction that was inoculated to the theologian, namely that only the historic-critical theology can decode the Holy Scripture, is passed by him further to his community where he teaches how to short-circuit in the way he learnt it himself at the university. The more effort it cost him to acquire this knowledge, the more precious it has become to him. Besides, it brings him a credit that he stands as  a ‘specialist’ in front of his students or community members. A simple occupation with God’s Word leading him to become a doer of the Word will not win him such a tribute. 

Nowhere else things are ‘believed’ so much as in the study of theology (HCT). Though individual hypotheses are based on arguments, still, an average or even an eagerer student accepts 80-90% of these hypotheses without being able to evaluate or consider the arguments, and 40-50%, maybe more, without knowing these arguments at all. 

The recognized hypotheses of the HCT are theoretically not put on an equal level with reality, though, in practical use this is so, it means they are treated as if they were realities. Who thus adopts them in his mind, is then formed and transformed by them. That is why the risk of the study of theology is quite big, because these changes happen unavoidably and unobservably. One breathes in an atmosphere which is deadly as carbon monoxide, yet the one who keeps staying in it cannot recognize it anyway. If the Churches condition the access to the office of a parish-priest exclusively according to a regulated study at these theological faculties, thereby at the same time they actually make these faculties, as they are, have in this case a clear conscience. How great responsibility every bishop has in front of God, students and believers when by his silence he is giving consent to the spread of HCT at theological faculties and in the diocese! 

The literature given at a disposal in seminary and university libraries is filtred in advance. More often than not, Christian literature of the authors faithful to the Bible is taboo. The production of many such publishers is already beforehand considered inadmissible. 

- In essence, HCT causes a loss of faith which is but specially called a ‘crisis of faith’, with a hidden meaning as if the question here was its development or improvement and not its degradation as the reality shows. A professor at theological faculty said to his students: ‘After a certain period of time you will encounter a crisis of faith. But this is normal. After having gone through this crisis (note: that means after having lost the saving faith), you will get a new view not only of the Holy Scripture and the Church, but of other religions as well.’  Face to face with the pressure of information, it is difficult to preserve a sound understanding of the Word of God since it is disqualified as ‘unscholarly’. A believing student often meets with an opposition from the side of the teacher, which can be recognized from these methods of play:

Condescension: ‘Don’t worry, you will learn it later!’ 

Temptation: ‘But still, take this standpoint at least theoretically!’ 

Misleading: ‘Is your faith really so weak and your trust in God so small that you do not even want to give attention to these ideas?’
In this way the student is led to adopt those ideas that oppose to what he had learnt in God’s Word beforehand. 

· At the same time, the student is exposed to a great pressure of the group. The colleagues, especially those from higher classes or those who are exceptionally endowed, are ‘co-educators’ and significant co-bearers of this socialization. The believing student who due to his different attitude towards the Word of God is not willing to accept certain methods or results of HCT, is usually discriminated. He is ridiculed, mocked and treated as an outsider. 

· The more the student is initiated into the historic-critical thoughts, the more he gets estranged from people with whom he was joined in faith before. ‘They can no longer speak together’ and he finds it difficult to listen to them. He can understand them no longer and they cannot understand him. He gets into isolation and is in a risk of becoming conceited. The more accessible he then becomes to the group pressure of the teachers and colleagues. 

· The student has to write and present such papers in which he is to prove that he has sufficiently adopted the way of work of HCT. He is under a pressure which forces him to think, speak and write in a historic-critical way. This leads to substantial changes in his thinking and in his faith. He is no longer himself. His treatment of the Word of God is radically changed. All that he has learnt in his studies is put in front of the Word of God and obstructs his access to it.” (note: If only there existed such system at theological faculties that could push one to holiness so much as HCT – let us say it frankly – is pushing to hell! If only students could change their thinking according to the Gospel as Christ asks for it (Mk 1:15). If only they were no longer themselves but Christ could live in them at last (cf. Gal 2:20).)

Twenty years ago noone would even have thought of theology being studied by women, nor of it being studied by laymen. And it is them who are most influenceable to become bearers and spreaders of the HCT infection! 

Right in the first week of their study at theological faculty (in Ukraine), the new women-theologians were given a task to think over the text from John 2nd chap. – the wedding in Cana of Galilee – and to clarify that no miracle happened there, that it simply was natural, that in fact, Jesus did not turn water into wine. Yet if they are going to train intellect in this way, proceeding even further, and analyze all miracles including the Resurrection of Christ, then the greatest miracle will be when they will not lose the saving faith! After the miracle in Cana it is said: “And His disciples believed in Him.” But what about these poor children? These will lose their faith!  

An example from Prague: At an exam in moral theology seminarists were to write on the topic of homosexuality. One of the students quoted a classic part from the Epistle to the Romans. The professor did not let him pass this exam arguing that in the Scripture there is no mention of homosexuality. The student asked him: “Then what is it that is spoken about when it says here: ‘…their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural, and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women…’ (Rom 1:25-27).” The professor insisted that these were only the student’s own inferences, that there was nothing about homosexuality there because this was what the scientific exegesis of HCT was claiming. 

A testimony from Warsaw: When the professor began to teach the heresies of HCT, a certain student objected that this was not the teaching of the Catholic Church. The professor smiled and said in the beginning when he had come across HCT, he himself had also had big problems and also it had not been easy for him, but when he had gone through that crisis, he had come to a conclusion that HCT had opened the door not only to the interpretation of the Scripture but of the whole theology as well. He promised that next time he would give a lecture on that topic. He did; however, after two hours the student said: “Professor, you still have not persuaded me”, and raised several questions and arguments. The professor got offended and showed that any discussion was inadmissible, for it was him who must always be right. Here it came to an end. The student understood; if he wanted to finish his studies, he had to be silent, and though studying at a Catholic university, he could not defend Catholic faith! Simply, now the time and the spirit are different, he understood. 

A testimony from Prague: “During my studies at the school of social pedagogy and theology I often met with a phenomenon that someone was going through a ‘crisis of faith’. I came across this ‘magical term’ for the first time at the beginning of my studies, when ThDr. M.R. (a lecturer on the Old and New Testaments) – de facto a leading person of the school – told us that in the course of the second or third year of study the student goes through a ‘crisis of faith’. She said that this was a period necessary for the life of faith, a kind of beginning of a ‘sound’ view of the issues of faith, of Christianity, that one must build his faith on a solid foundation which in the case of our school was HCT. The person going through the ‘crisis of faith’ was viewed as ‘untouchable’, all around him/her just ‘tiptoed’, s/he had talks with ThDr. M.R. where s/he got all problems ‘clarified’. At the beginning of the studies one friend coming from a genuine Catholic family tried to oppose ThDr. M.R. in her theories (grounded in HCT); however, some time after he had to resign (due to his lack of acquaintance with the Scripture and the teaching of the Church) and finally he received the teaching of HCT. The classmates, mainly girls, who came here as believers with a desire to devote to social work and at the same time to learn something from theology and from the Bible, after having gone through the so-called crisis of faith, changed beyond recognition: breviaries and Bibles on desks were exchanged by cigarettes, or by liberal literature, entering the school they adopted manners of, gently speaking, loose morals, started drinking alcohol, smoking, dressing extravagantly etc. ‘They found the way...’ (or, so to speak, they ‘got mature’).”

III. DECALOGUE OF HCT

1. The reality of God is excluded already beforehand.

Some researchers admit Him, however, this is not the living God who created, maintains and manages all creation. 

Response: St. Pius X in his encyclical Pascendi Dominici Gregis writes: “They are blind, indeed, and leading the blind, those men, swollen with the proud name of ‘science’, so far they have gone in their foolishness that they are distorting the long-standing conception of the truth and the true meaning of the Christian religion, and are establishing a new system. Leaving the saints and the Apostolic tradition, the result is now a seeking for (and propagation of) a different, bad, ungrounded and uncertain, ecclesiastically unauthorized teaching.”

2. God’s Word and the Church are no longer the supreme authority, there is a “principle of science”. 

This principle of so-called scientism is represented by artificial hypotheses and theories of HCT. Cardinal J. Ratzinger gives a response: “The exegesis which no longer lives or reads the Bible within the living body of the Church is turning into an archeology: the dead are burying their own dead. In any case, studying the Scripture in this way, the last word as to the Word of God no more belongs to the authority of legitimate shepherds, the Magisterium of the Church, but rather to experts, various professors, with their constantly changing conclusions!”

3. The Bible and Christian faith are on an equal level with pagan religions and their “sacred” writings.

Prof. Linnemann gives a response: “Ranking the Bible in such way is an artificial product, which originated from turning away from the living God. In HCT the term ‘Holy Scripture’ is religionistically relativized. So according to HCT we are not allowed to assume in advance that the Bible is the true and the only Holy Scripture! However, at the same time one is overlooking the fact that through such comparisons God’s Word is reduced just to religious images and theological terms!”

4. According to HCT the Bible is not the Word of God. 

The New Testament is put into contrast with the Old Testament, this leading up to a suspicion that God of the New Testament is not the same because, as they say, Jesus brought a new conception of God. Paul is confronted with James. It is also claimed that Paul from the Acts of the Apostles is not identifiable with Paul who wrote the Epistles to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians etc., the Acts of the Apostles are often valued as a literary form only, Luke is not taken seriously, the Epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians have been labelled as false…

Since HCT does not believe in the Scripture as inspired by God, then it does not even accept the fact that individual books of the Scripture complement one another. HCT views them as mere literary or theological works, ones that give us no promises and no obligations, as ones that are two or three thousand years old, written by ancient authors for ancient readers. 

What is the response of the Church as to the inspiration and unity of the Scripture? CCC 136: “God is the author of Sacred Scripture because He inspired its human authors; He acts in them and by means of them. He thus gives assurance that their writings teach without error His saving truth.” CCC 140: “The unity of the two Testaments (New and Old) proceeds from the unity of God’s plan and His Revelation. The Old Testament prepares for the New and the New Testament  fulfills the Old; the two shed light on each other; both are true Word of God.” 

5. HCT is a new Magisterium, the only one to interpret the Scripture. 

Bultmann and his school of HCT regard themselves as a new Magisterium which is the only one that in the name of “science” has the right to interpret the Scripture. At the same time, it denies the real Magisterium, the Apostolic and Church tradition and their relation to the Holy Scripture. The CCC (art. 85) gives an answer to this: “The task of giving an authentic interpretation of the Word of God, whether in its written form or in the form of Tradition, has been entrusted to the living, teaching office of the Church alone.” Though a direct approach to the Scripture is not denied by HCT, still it is regarded as subjective and dilettante. A thorough exegesis destined for other people has to be methodically interpreted according to the HCT rules only. Noone else can “correctly” understand the meaning of the Bible. 

Is it then, after that all, still possible for a Catholic believer to read his Bible without occupying himself with complicated exegetic questions? Cardinal J. Ratzinger gives the following answer: “Certainly, every Catholic must be confident in believing that his faith (in union with the faith of the Church) is superior to any new Magisterium of specialists, intellectuals. It is a prejudice of an evolutionistic origin when one claims that a text can be understood just on the basis of the study of its origin and evolution. Today, the same as yesterday, the rules of the faith are in no case based on the revealing of Biblical sources and layers (whether these are true or just hypothetic), but on the Bible as such, such as has been read in the Church from the time of our Saint Fathers up to this day. It was the faithfulness to the reading of the Bible in this way that gave us saints who were often uneducated and no specialists in exegesis. And still, it was them who understood the Scriptures best.” 
6. What is written in the Bible could in no case be in the way it is written there.

Working with a “biblical text” the exegete concentrates on inventing and solving “problems”. The better the exegete is, the more inventive he will be in this area. For if he as a professor wants to be good for something, he must “win a name”. It is his duty, unless he wants to be a thief who receives his professorial salary for nothing. He is under a pressure: he has to endeavour after his reputation among people, even if in his nature he is not ambitious at all. 

Prof. E. Linnemann testifies: “My former colleagues are in their nature mostly humble and modest, as I like to say about them. However, in the system of university theology they are under a pressure to win a good name for themselves and strive for an acknowledgement by people.”
A student of theology who has not yet completely suppressed the need of human acknowledgement is under the same pressure. No wonder that many believing students of theology soon have serious problems with faith. It is often the case that they are turning away from faith without even noticing it. There is always something they recall from what they have learnt – this simply cannot be otherwise. They are taught: “the pastoral letters are not by Paul”, “of course the author of John’s Gospel is not the John of Zebedee”, “the five books of Moses are not his but they were collected from different sources”. Whoever has not learnt this till the sixth term, is generally considered “thick-witted”.

7. HCT defines what in the Bible is a truth and what is a lie – myth.

Only this very attitude by itself is highly offensive, even demonic. Spiritual realities are judged naturally. Here one can say:“The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit for they are foolishness to him; he is not able to understand them because they are discerned only by the Spirit of God.” (1Cor 2:14-15). All that is supernatural, that means all the miracles, is considered to be a lie – myth. The almightiness of God is given no account. Also the wonders that are done nowadays and are authentically evidenced and medically proved, are denied. Behind the HCT is a spirit of atheism which lies and distorts the truth. 

8. Separating the Church from the Scripture.

The essence of the saving faith is the Word of God which is preserved in the Bible and is protected and interpreted by the Church. Cardinal J. Ratzinger says: “The tie between the Church and the Bible has been broken. This separation began (two) centuries ago in the Protestant environment from where it has recently penetrated even to the circles of Catholic theologians. What is meant by this is the historic-critical interpretation of the Scripture (HCT). Separating the Church and the Scripture creates a tendency to acquire knowledge from each of them apart. However, without an authentic Biblical basis the Church, in fact, becomes a casual historical product, one of many organizations with a merely human organizational frame. On the other hand, not even the Bible without the Church is the Word of God, but only a collection of literary monuments from various historical sources, a collection of heterogeneous books out of which one can choose anything that fits his actual needs.”

9. According to HCT Jesus is neither God nor Saviour.

With the young generation of theologians one can more and more observe a socialistic hotbed. Instead of God’s plan of salvation and eternal redemption in Jesus Christ there came human endeavours to make the world better. They are decorated with freely selected words of so-called “historical Jesus” who correspondingly to the method of play is interpreted either as a social reformer or as a revolutionist. The title “the Son of man” in Mk 2:28 is interpreted simply as “the man”. Jesus’ sitting at table with tax collectors and sinners (Mk 2:15-17) is taken as an evidence that He reformed the unjust social structures and that we are to follow Him this way. 

Cardinal J. Ratzinger says: “This is a dubious Christology in which one one-sidedly emphasizes human nature of Jesus. The Divine made one with the human nature in one and the same man is darkened, concealed or treated insufficiently. One could see therein as if a return to the ancient Arian heresy. Naturally, one would nowadays hardly manage to find a ‘Catholic’ theologian that would openly deny the old formula which says that Jesus is the Son of God. They will all be claiming that they accept it, however, at the same time they will add in what sense it should be understood. And it is right here where one often operates with various diversities which not unfrequently lead to a reduction of faith in Christ as God. As I have already said, Christology, when separated from supernatural ecclesiology or when remaining on a mere sociological level, leads to a loss of the divine dimension. It has a tendency to split into a kind of ‘Jesus Project’, into a project of purely historical, that means human salvation. Bultmann’s ‘historical Jesus’ is abysmally different from the (so-called) Christ of faith.” (This teaching about historical Christ and Christ of faith is a heresy condemned by the Church a long time ago.)

10. The Ten Commandments (Decalogue), according to HCT, are no longer in force. 

The Old Testament is far-reachingly pushed aside as something with which we have nothing to do. It is conceived either complexly or partially, as a kind of spiritual construction which is a product of the patriarchal social structures and manufactural relations of that time and whose task was to justify and stabilize them. According to this theory the Ten Commandments are not obligatory for us. 

Is nowadays the Decalogue no longer obligatory and does it touch us no more? 

A response from the Catechism: “The Ten Commandments are obligatory for Christians and the justified man is bound to keep them.” (CCC 2068) “Noone can dispense from them!” (CCC 2072) “Far from being abolished, (the Commandments) have received amplification and development from the fact of the coming of the Lord in the flesh.” (CCC 2063)

This is the teaching of the Church.

After reading the “new Decalogue” given by the “new Magisterium” man is shocked by the pride manifesting itself with an arrogance of those who want to have themselves called teachers of the Christian faith. On the other hand, one also gets astonished at the Christians, who are a royal people, but, unfortunately, they let themselves be guided by a different kind of pride, namely by the fear of being mocked. And so we Christians become so silly that for fear of being considered unscholar and uneducated we let ourselves be deceived and remain silent. 

It reminds of one fairy-tale: The imperial palace was visited by two cheats who suggestively explained that they were the greatest experts in sewing and that they would make a beautiful dress for the emperor, one that had never been made by anyone. The emperor agreed and the cheats began their “work”. When the courtiers came to check them, they could see that the cheats only pretended to be sewing, having no cloth. The clever fellows briskly clarified that the cloth they were using could be seen only by those who were really on a high scholar and intelligence level, noone else could see it. At once all courtiers, one more than the other, began to speak in praise of such “precious” cloth. They made it known even to the emperor. So on Sunday when the emperor with a large procession was walking through the town in his new “dress”, accompanied by the sound of fanfares and by general admiration of all courtiers and serfs (since everyone was acquainted with the conditions upon which the emperor’s precious dress could be seen), something unexpected happened… Quite small a child from the crowd cried out: “The emperor is naked!” At that moment as if the eyes of all opened - “Really, he is naked!” And with this big fiasco all was ended.

This tale characterizes two types of pride – the arrogance of the HCT on the one hand, and the fear of being mocked on the other (especially among the students of theology and Christian intellectuals). In the whole Church it should be cried at last: “HCT is naked, it does not have the Spirit of God, it does not have eternal life; quite the contrary, it is bringing death!” But naked in front of God is also the one who has opened himself to it and who defends it, even if he holds a high position in the Church. The fairy-tale does not explain further the terrible consequences of HCT for the Church, namely a decay of the saving faith, and the salvation of millions of immortal souls left at the mercy of this decay. Because we were avoiding true repentance for all kinds of reasons, God allowed as a punishment that those who were openly denying the essential truths of faith, took high positions in the Church. The reason why the spirit of HCT gained control almost over the whole Church is that we did not turn from the spirit of the world and from the sin in us (1Cor 15:56), and did not receive the Spirit of truth and repentance! To our big shame we have to admit that we are naked and miserable (Rev 3:17), that we let ourselves be deceived by spiritual cheats of HCT. Because we drove out the Holy Spirit who was convicting us of sin (Jn 16:8-9), therefore we have got blind and coward! Blind to see the systems of lie and coward to call things by their real names. When are we going to repent both as individuals and as the Church?!

“…when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be My witnesses.”  (Acts 1:8)

How did the Church arise? Our Lord Jesus Christ said: “When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be witnesses to Me.” (Acts 1:8)

Who is a witness? A witness is the one who in person was present at some event, in person experienced it. It is never possible to call someone a witness if he did not meet the person to whom he is to be a witness. 

That is why the Holy Spirit has been given, that whoever opens his heart to Him, could meet Jesus. In other words, the Holy Spirit makes people become witnesses to Jesus, that means that Jesus is present in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit guides into the presence of Jesus, opens the inner eyes and ears of man to make him see through the living Word of God all that Jesus has done and is doing for him, and thus to save him for eternal life. 

The Church, it is then the witnesses to Jesus, those who live from His presence. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth. In no other spirit is Jesus present – neither in the spirit of the world, nor in the spirit of lie, heresy or science is Jesus present, noone can find Him, meet Him there, this spirit will never make anyone a witness to Jesus, for Jesus is simply not there. 

We are asking: Do the professors of HCT witness to Jesus in power? Not at all! On the contrary, they covertly cast doubt even upon the most essential truths of the faith. And if they are no witnesses to Jesus, it means that they still have not opened themselves to the power from on high – to the Holy Spirit – so they are only formal members of the Church, and they still have not truly become a living part of Jesus’ Church. But then, how can they hold there the office of teachers? What happened? In his Letter to Roman Bishops, St. Basil as if characterized the situation we are in: “…however, the present state is harder and sadder, and requires more attention. We are not looking at physical slavery but at the fact that souls are being taken in captivity, which day after day is caused by defenders of heresy. Unless You stand up without hesitation to defend us, You will soon find no men to whom You could lend a saving hand, because all will have got in the bondage of heresy. The pernicious seed of this heresy was earlier sown by the evil-doing Arius, and due to the efforts of many who were endeavouring after its growth, it has rooted so much that it is already bearing its deadly fruits. For the teaching of the true faith is in ruins and the Church decrees have been turned to nothing… …Therefore we are urging You to send someone to the Churches in the East, someone who would remind us what kind of reward is prepared for those who persevere in tribulations for Christ‘s sake…”

IV. Six condemned heresies of HCT (from the encyclical by St. Pius X)

Modernism as well as HCT claim: “One cannot prove the Divinity of Jesus Christ from the Gospel!” - heresy № 27.
Jesus was casting out demons, healing the sick, raising the dead, doing various other wonders, He was raised up from the dead as an evidence that He is the Son of God. The whole Gospel and the whole New Testament are a testimony that Jesus is the true God and the true man. 

Heresy № 29: “The (historical) Christ, as described by history, stands deeply below the Christ that represents a subject of faith.” This is a heresy which is condemned by the Pope St. Pius X and is nowadays proclaimed by HCT. The question here is a heretic allegation about the existence of a Christ of history and a Christ of faith. 

Heresy № 31: “The teaching about Christ, as presented by Paul, John as well as by the general Councils of Nicaea, Ephesus and Chalcedon, is not the teaching preached by Jesus, but one which the Christian consciousness created about Him.”

This is partly a lie and partly a heresy condemned by St. Pius X. 

John the Apostle was an eye-witness of Jesus’ life. Paul the Apostle likewise met Christ, passed over the teaching preached by Him, and due to his testimony he went even to death. In 325, the Council of Nicaea confirmed the veracity of the testimony of the Gospels and of the New Testament. Besides, the Council re-confessed the essential truth of the faith that Christ is the true God and the true man (CCC 465) and condemned the heresy of Arius who was denying the Divinity of Christ. The Council of Ephesus condemned the Nestorian heresy and formulated that the subject of the human nature of Christ is only the person of the Son of God (CCC 466). In 451 the Council of Chalcedon again confirmed the essential truth of the Gospel that Jesus is the true God and the true man (CCC 467). 

Heresy № 16: “John’s writings are said to be not a real history but rather a mystical contemplation of the mystery of salvation without historical reality.”

Again, a lie and a condemned heresy. John the Apostle had no mystical dreams, he was an eye-witness of the life of Christ, of His death and resurrection. The so-called Johnian letters and Johnian theology are an artificial product of HCT, with an aim to depreciate the author as well as the obligation of his Gospel and of his Epistles.

Heresy № 36: “The resurrection of the Saviour is not a real historical event but an unproved and unprovable phenomenon…, which has been gradually derived by the Christian consciousness.”

This article was also condemned by St. Pius X. However, today this heresy is further proclaimed through HCT. From the book by Trutwin “He Opened the Scriptures to Us” (the book has an imprimatur by the Church and is used for the lectures at theological faculties) we quote: “Resurrection… cannot be proved by any scientific procedure, it is based on the credibility of witnesses only… But the first witnesses did not experience (the moment of) the resurrection.” What to add? During the night a patient died in hospital. But we insist: His death cannot be scientifically proved because in the moment of death noone was present, so even those who found him dead in the morning are not credible witnesses. Ergo it is not true that he is dead! Even a little child will laugh at such silliness; however, the “scientific” theology of HCT is making up such foolishments continually. This is its main task. 

“The mystery of Christ’s resurrection is a real event with manifestations that were historically verified, as the New Testament bears witness.” (CCC 639)

Heresy № 12: “If an exegete wants to get occupied with Biblical studies, first of all he must put aside whatever prejudice as for the supernatural origin of the Scriptures, and cannot interpret the Bible in a different way than other, purely human monuments.”

This heresy has been condemned; however, nowadays it is proclaimed at theological faculties in full measure through HCT.

What does the Catechism (CCC) write about the Holy Scripture? “God is the author of Sacred Scripture.” (105), “God inspired the human authors of the sacred books.” (106), “The inspired books teach the truth.”(107)

“The Second Vatican Council indicates three criteria for interpreting Scripture in accordance with the Spirit who inspired it” (CCC 111):

a) First, “be especially attentive ‘to the content and unity of the whole Scripture’” (112).

b) Then, “read the Scripture within ‘the living Tradition of the whole Church’”(113).

c) “Be attentive to ‘the analogy of faith’” (the coherence of the truths of faith) (114).

V. CARDINAL J. RATZINGER ON HCT


Like the Horse of Troy, the historic-critical theology has passed from liberal Protestantism into the Catholic Church. As early as the beginning of the 20th century, by the influence of the spiritual background which is hidden behind HCT, a spiritual trend called Modernism arose in the Catholic Church. The Pope St. Pius X issued the encyclical Pascendi Dominici Gregis (1907) through which that spirit of death and atheism was unmasked and the Catholic Church got officially separated from it. About half the professors and students were expelled from theological faculties and seminaries, and for a few years there came a revival of the Church through a living relation to Christ (first Fridays, devotions to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus). However, after the Second Vatican Council this spirit returned to the Church again, and now through theological faculties it has struck the majority of priests, religious and, as a matter of fact, the majority of the Church as a whole. Here a total decay of the Catholic teaching and a mass apostasy from Christianity (especially from the Catholic one) began to impend. The spirit which is behind HCT is, in fact, atheistic, it separates and destroys all that is spiritually living in the Church. 

Cardinal J. Ratzinger: “Due to its merely human character (dimension), HCT can interpret the Scripture only in its historical dimension but never in its actual religious demands.”

What does it mean, as is stated above, that “(it) can interpret the Scripture only in its historical dimension”? As far as historical dimension is not interrelated with philosophy, it can be enriching. Unfortunately, HCT does not use objective natural information to serve a deeper understanding of the Scripture. If it does use them, then only as a trap to the adoption of a new thinking and of a new (atheistic) spirit! A murderer, when luring his victim, hides his purpose. Certain truths in the mind, heart and the mouth of the murderer are fatal for the lured victim. “HCT does not interpret the Word of God disinterestedly and objectively, not even in its historical dimension” – this is the experience of prof. Linnemann!

Cardinal J. Ratzinger further says: “HCT cannot interpret the Word of God in its religious demands.” However, HCT as a “new Magisterium” is making the highest and infallible pretension to obligatorily interpret (in its atheistic spirit) not only the Scripture but also all the essential truths of Christian and Catholic doctrine (dogmata – articles of faith).

Cardinal J. Ratzinger continues: “Where this interpretation forgets its boundaries, it becomes illogical and thus also unscientific.” But HCT consciously “forgets” its boundaries almost everywhere. “HCT forgets that the Bible as a message can in the dimension of presence and future be understood only in the living connection with the Church… HCT has broken the tie between the Bible and the Church.”

The Holy Spirit is not only the true author but also the interpreter (exegete) of the Bible! HCT has taken possession of the role of the Holy Spirit, but this is nothing new, “for even Satan transforms himself into an angel of light and so do his ministers” (2Cor 11:13-15). There is really a spirit behind HCT, yet it is not the Holy Spirit but the spirit of lie and death! He, as the first exegete, manifested himself already in Eden, and the fruit of his exegesis was death! In the desert likewise he interpreted the Scripture to our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus told him: “Away with you, Satan!” (Mt 4:10). The same He said to Peter who was not mindful of the things of God, but of the things of man (Mt 16:23). And the same words can be referred to all exegetes of HCT along with their “scientific” method! 

Cardinal J. Ratzinger continues: “Following HCT, the Scripture is no longer read with respect to the tradition of the Church and with the Church, but in the sense of modern exegetic methods which are presented as scientific.” These methods have nothing in common with a solid science, these are simply philosophical norms which are to be adopted. The basic rule of HCT is that God is not taken into account at all – it “is mindful of the things of man only”. HCT authoritatively wants to interpret the Word of God, but the Word of God in the first place has a spiritual dimension. HCT does not believe in any miracle, does not believe that Jesus is the Son of God, God from God, Light from Light…

Prof. L. adds to this: “It has been decided to stand up in opposition to the Word of God as the revealed truth, and to stand up on the side of the wisdom of this world which in essence is atheistic even though it is holding the form of religion or taking God’s name in its mouth. This method is not scientific but demagogic. Demagogical hypothesizing (must be accepted as evidence without any criticism), this is the (main) principle of HCT. The Word of God tells us that God manages the destinies of nations; historical science is already in advance reluctant to even think of a possibility of God’s acting in history – and this atheistic, antichristian ‘science’ is acknowledged by the historic-critical theology as the only factually correct approach to God’s Word. Everyone who wants to be regarded as theologically learned must accept it.”

In her book The Original or a Fake prof. L. says: “To reach an academic level in theology, I must dare to give space for atheism in my mind. Pious feelings are kindly allowed to me but my thinking has to follow the principal atheistic conviction and to proceed ‘methodically’ – ‘ut si Deus non daretur’. It is a perversion!
Both historic-critical theology and historical science are based on lie. Here science, in fact, is not a synonym of truth but a rebellion against God which unjustly suppresses the truth. The acquired true knowledge is broken and distorted by lie.”

So prof. L. herself testifies that this so-called science, or rather a pseudoscience, is based on lies, that it is a rebellion against God and that it suppresses the truth. That much as to the seeming scientism of HCT. When on the basis of HCT, in the name of so-called science the Bible is separated from the Church, then, as is further said by Cardinal J. Ratzinger: “Such ‘independent’ reading will finally result in a contrary of the benefit expected. To the reader reading in the sense of the interpretation of critical exegesis the handed-down faith of the Church no longer appears as an acceptable basis of Christianity.”

VI. TOPICALITY OF THE ENCYCLICAL BY ST. PIUS X: PASCENDI DOMINICI GREGIS

Cardinal J. Ratzinger: “From this subjective untraditional comprehension of the teaching of the Church, dogma is often considered to be an unbearable prison. However, here one is leaving out of account that dogmatic definition is, vice versa,  a service to the truth,  a gift to the believers from the authority appointed by God. Dogmas (the wall that protects the sheep from wolves) are not a wall which would obstruct our view; on the contrary, they are like opened windows through which we can freely look to infinity.”

To the question of the journalists whether there are any heretics even nowadays, Cardinal J. Ratzinger replies: “The canon 751 says: ‘Stubbornly denying the truth which after receiving baptism is to be believed by divine and Catholic faith, or stubbornly doubting about this truth, is called heresy.’ And the canon 1364 further determines that a heretic falls in excommunication ‘latae sententiae’ in the same way as an apostate.”… “Stubborn denying and stubborn doubting, which the Codex  is speaking about, can no more be found in an open form nowadays…”

St. Pius X writes: “Modernists (present-day HCT) claim that it is necessary to admit that sacred books have a kind of life development that originated from the development of faith and corresponds with it. It further claims that the traces of the development are so clear that it is even possible to write its history. And they indeed write it and that with such sureness that it seems as if they saw each of the writers with their own eyes. To confirm their teaching they refer to a so-called critique of the text, trying to prove that this or that statement is not in place or giving other similar reasons. Certainly you would say that in front of their eyes they had some original patterns of discourse or speech according to which they would exactly determine what is in place and what is not… The one who hears how much incorrectnesses they found recorded there can easily believe that noone had ever read or studied the Holy Scripture before them. However, before them there was a whole scale of scholars who far surpassed them in talent, education and holiness of life. And these humble scholars not only did not degrade the Holy Scripture but, on the contrary, the more carefully they were searching into it, the more earnestly they were giving thanks to God that He had resolved to talk to people in this way. In their study of the Holy Scripture these teachers were not using such means as modernists (present-day HCT) who base on philosophy which denies God. Nor their reason did they regard as the highest or absolute criterion of their conclusions. We suppose that it is clear to everyone what, in fact, is this method of modernists (present-day HCT) in history. First goes a philosopher (unbeliever), after him there comes a historian (unbeliever), these are followed by atheistic criticism, as internal so textual. The main direction is determined by atheistic philosophy, therefore the matter discussed is eventually not ordinary (objective) criticism but agnostic, imanent and evolutionistic one. And thus, who acknowledges and uses it, acknowledges the heresies contained there and is an opponent of the Catholic doctrine.”
The Holy Father Pius X further continues: “For that reason it could seem to be quite strange that among Catholics this (philosophic-historical) criticism is enjoying a big respect nowadays. 

It has a double psychological cause:

a) Power of unity – a close contact by which historians and critics are connected together irrespective of their religions.

b) Power of demagogy – a big courage (arrogance) with which what one says, others exalt with one voice and praise it as a progress of science. 

However, they collectively attack everyone by whom their ‘fiction’ is rejected. Such person is accused of ignorance. On the other hand, the one who accepts their ideas is defended and praised by them. That is why there are a lot of deceived, who would get horrified at the thing if they paid more attention to it. This extremely powerful supremacy of the strayed, this careless consent of shallow spirits cause a kind of contamination of the surrounding atmosphere, which penetrates everything and spreads destruction.”

Restraint upon reading

The Holy Father Pius X writes: “Similarly, bishops have a duty to take care that modernistic (today historic-critical) writings or writings that are soaked with modernism (present-day HCT) and support it, should not be read in case they have already been published, or else that their publication should be prevented. Moreover, that such books, papers, journals should not be allowed to be read by young men in seminaries or by university auditors. Indeed, these are even more harmful than immoral books (pornography), for they are breaking the foundations of Christian life. 

The prohibition includes also the writings by certain Catholics who may have no intention to do evil, but they have no orthodox education and are soaked with a newer philosophy (note: nowadays modern philosophies along with reincarnation are popular). Those are trying to bring this philosophy into conformity with the faith and use it for the benefit of the faith. These writings, read without worry due to a good name and a good reputation of their writers, are the more so dangerous because by their influence one will gradually incline to modernism (to HCT)… We then wish that bishops put aside any fear or worldly caution, not caring about the shouting of the evil ones and that each of them mildly but resolutely fulfil his duty. Let ordinaries see to it that noxious books and other writings are not published and spread in their dioceses and that they are taken away from the hands of believers.”

Establishment of a supervisory council (a commission for the doctrine of the faith) in all dioceses:

“However, venerable brothers,” writes Pius X, “what would it help us to give orders and regulations if these were not properly and accurately followed? It is necessary that the heresies already spread are expelled and stopped, it is necessary that they are not spread further, and likewise, that in the Church there are no more any teachers of godlessness, through whom the harmful effects arising from the spread of these heresies (HCT) are continually renewed. Therefore, following the example of St. Charles Borromeo, I summon a congress so that in every diocese an advisory council is established comprised of well-tested men of clergy (note: beware, not of those who have by now opened themselves for those heresies). The duty of these well-tested men is to watch whether new heresies are sneaking or being scattered and how. They are obliged to bring a message about it to their bishop, so that he can consider and then use some means through which the evil could be stifled at the very beginning and would no longer spread further and ruin souls. 

The duty of the advisory council is to carefully watch marks and traces of modernism (present-day HCT) so in books as in teaching. Their duty is to issue well-considered but quickly effective regulations for the protection of the clergy and the youth. They are not allowed to introduce new expressions or a new terminology. They should remember the warning by Leo XIII that: ‘It is not allowed to approve such expressions in the writings of Catholics that ridicule orthodoxy and piety…’”

When nowadays, after 100 years, we think of the root and the aim of modernism, we can see that we are in the same, if not in a worse, situation. Unless Ukraine is to experience a mass apostasy from the true Catholic faith in the following years, it is necessary to take concrete measures.

“Theologians of a certain stream (today of HCT) are trying to get hold of the key positions in the Church, so that they thus could win as many adherents as possible. They are trying to usurp the academic posts in clerical seminaries which they are eventually turning into posts of a pestilential contagion!” Pius X continues: “What kind of methods do they use to win students and the youth? Through uproarious emphasizing of scientism and through turning things into ridicule on the other hand, the minds of young students become stupefied and excited. Partly because they do not want to be considered uneducated and dull, partly because they want to seem scholar. Driven by their own pride and curiosity they often succumb to modernism (present-day HCT) and wholly yield to it.” 

Let us notice at the very end what a clear view the Holy Father had into the problem, which is expressed at the beginning of the encyclical: “Therefore we can no longer be silent, not to seem that we do not care about our most sacred duties. We are urged especially by the circumstance that today the adherents of heresies are not to be sought among evident enemies only, but that they are hiding in the very bosom and heart of the Church, and they are the more harmful the less they are evident or known… For these men do not endeavour after the destruction from the outside but from the inside. Nowadays the danger is in the veins and the inwards of the Church itself. The more responsible positions they hold in the Church, those covert heretics, and the more intimate information they have of the inner structure of the Church, the more dangerous and greater catastrophe is impending. It is also necessary to take into account that these covert heretics do not lay their axe to branches or trunks, but to the very root, that is to the faith and to the deepest nourishing roots of the faith! When thus having violated the root of immortality, they are diffusing the poison further through the whole tree, so that there is no article of the Catholic faith that they would spare or not try to undermine…” According to CIC 1364, these heretics are already excommunicated – excluded.

 In 2007, there will be the 100th anniversary (1907) since the most topical and the most needed encyclic of the last few centuries was issued. The liability and topicality of this encyclical for the protection of our faith is the same even for nowadays! Following the example of St. Pius X, let there be commissions for the doctrine of the faith established in every diocese, which will be responsible for orthodoxy in teaching at theological schools and will issue appropriate Church authorizations or point at heresies in religious books that have already been published and warn against them. This is the second step. The first one is a deep conversion of each professor of theology. 

VII. Statistics and repentance

A student believer says: “Professor, this teaching is not the Catholic teaching.” He receives a reply: “You are disobedient! The way I teach is the way how it is taught in the whole Church. I was appointed here by the bishop and the bishop was appointed by the Holy Father. And who are you? By whom were you appointed? You are disobedient to the Holy Father and rebelling against the Church!” These professors shelter themselves behind obedience to the Holy Father and thus they manage to shuffle out masterly. Cardinal J. Ratzinger writes about them: “…I have always admired their skill with which they succeed in defending quite the contrary of what is written in clearly formulated documents of the Magisterium, as well as in presenting it with a brilliant dialectics as the ‘true’ sense of the particular document” (and of the attitude of the Church).

A consequence of the secularization wave, whose constituent part inside the Church is the so-called scientific interpretation of the Scripture by HCT, is apostasy from the faith. The statistics shows:
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In the 60-ies, the attendance in Catholic churches in USA was 75%. Nowadays it is about 28%. 
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Attendance in Poland in 1989 was about 75%, only four years after the fall of Communism the attendance dropped to 28% and in Warsaw to 18%. The collapse that in USA lasted 30 years, lasted four years in Poland. 

Growth of the Churches in:

Australia (1976-1981): Catholic Church - 24%, Pentecost Churches - 385%

Ghana (1976-1986): Catholic Church - 7%, Pentecost Churches - 100%

New Zealand (1971-1981): Catholic Ch. - 2%, Pentecost Ch. -150%. 

It must be considered that the Pentecost Churches receive the Word of God as the Word of God and not as the word of men (cf. 1Thes 2:13), and HCT is regarded by them as a work of the devil. The Epistle of John is a response: “Now many antichrists have come. They went out from us, but they were not of us. This is the antichrist, he who denies that Jesus is the Christ.” (1Jn 2:18-23). How is it possible that especially in the Catholic Church a theology of death (HCT) has spread so quickly and massively? It is a mystery of lawlessness and sin, and a mystery of great apostasy! Cardinal J. Tomko, Prefect of the Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith, says India to be the “epicentre” of theological tendencies which radically undermine the basic Christian mission and all missionary efforts. One of the main reasons of the growth of sects in India and in whole Asia he sees in a doctrinal confusion within the Catholic Church which excludes explicit preaching of Jesus Christ. “This doctrinal confusion (which is most on the conscience of HCT) represents a serious danger for the faith in Jesus Christ: it weakens the spirit of mission, reduces evangelization to an ordinary dialogue and at the same time leaves aside the preaching of the Gospel, conversion and baptism.” (L’Osservatore Romano, 15th April 1991)

Repentance: Emanuel Mounier wrote: “The modern Christianity is continuing in preparations for its own death. It will be so brutal, so absolute, that one will have a feeling that Christianity in Europe has died out… In my opinion, the more I go back to the beginnings of Christianity and compare it with the present situation of modern Christianity, the more I am convinced that we all will find the true faith only after the fall of this modern (spirit of) Christianity.”

Cardinal J. Ratzinger says: “There is no doubt that de-Christianization has spread to such an extent we could not even imagine at the time when the Second Vatican Council was at an end… We are witnesses of a rapid progress of paganization, and Christianity, which thirty years ago still seemed to be present, is disappearing from life and from public opinion.”

The fact that it is HCT whose share has an extraordinarily great influence on that progress, is clear! HCT brings about an internal decay of the Church! We are asking: How long will this be? 

Fr. Benedict Groeschel, one of the founding members of the Franciscan revival, says: “It is a disaster when Christianity becomes too self-indulgent, when it settles itself in a kind of sacred materialism, when it forgets the sense of perpetual repentance… The majority of Christians, instead of being motivated by the idea of repentance, accept with pleasure a deceptive idea that everyone is saved, that we all will come to heaven on a sledge and that there is no chance of eternal perdition! Under the influence of such thinking we can expect a deep decline! Christianity is based on repentance. If Christian-ity is not doing that, it will slowly fall ill of anaemia and in some parts of the Christian world it can even die out.” In the history of the Church it has already happened several times. Is this the matter also nowadays? In Europe? How to repent? To give your life to Jesus and get separated from HCT.
VIII. Vision, perspective, spiritual revival project

The early Christians had four basic spiritual pillars, namely: a) prayer, b) apostolic teaching, c) brotherly community – koinonia, d) the Eucharist – the breaking of bread (Acts 2:42). This sound base gave out the fruit of a true life – they were of one heart and one soul and even had everything in common, and noone said that any of the things was his own. St. Basil in his rules chose this ideal for his order. Unfortunately, this ideal and its realization are strange to the sons of St. Basil today. 

We should realize that ideal of the first Christians especially on the day of our Lord (on Sunday), in order to be able to live from it all the rest of the week. Beside the liturgy there should be gatherings of smaller groups of converted Christians who would be willing to offer not only their houses but also their time at disposition on Sundays, namely for the sake of: 

a) Prayer: On this day the believers should pray together not only for one another but also for the problems that are actual, pray with a faith that moves the mountains and works wonders. 

b) Apostolic teaching: This is not the interpretations by present theologians; however, this is the living Word of God, preached in power, springing from one’s own experience or the experience of those who practise this Word. Moreover, it is in full unity with the essential truths of the faith exactly in the way it was preached by the Apostles, by Saint Fathers of the Church and by saints!

c) Brotherly community: Sharing of the experience which individual members had with their faith during the last week or in their past, which brings encouragement to others. Here likewise one can open also his problems and share the trials of his faith. The others help him analyze it, encourage him and then pray together for him and his problem. In such community believers begin to experience the truth that where two or three are gathered in Jesus’ name, He is there in the midst of them! A living community has power. This is the place from where evangelization may be carried out, and the people who have got converted have a place where they can come and grow in faith. If there is no such living community, no such revived Church, then believers are being atomized, sucked out and manipulated by the spirit of the world and heresy. They are exposed to ravenous wolves.

Today it is no longer enough just to be participant in the Holy Mass.

What about theological seminaries and faculties? 

In accordance with the Church documents this study should last at least four years, today it is six years. To someone the propositions given here may seem unrealizable and to others they may even seem as craziness. However, let us realize what non-Christians are doing for their mission. Each Mormon (man) is doing a two-year-long mission, mostly outside of his nation. In Ukraine, Lviv or elsewhere, we can meet Mormons who are hunting souls here. They have a strict and well-thought system. Also the Jehovah’s Witnesses are doing a mission, every one of them, and that for all his life! Now there is probably no longer a Catholic in Ukraine that would not have met them. 

The project proposed here stems from life experience, community and a life-long prayer in community. 

So, first – two years of practice in an internal mission, then three years of study, and a year of practice. 

First year: at the beginning a one-month recollection

First week: conversion, opening oneself fully to the Holy Spirit, (Jn 19:25-27), the First Commandment.

Second week: the Last Things, a prayer of faith from the Scripture.

Third week: teaching and practice in an interior prayer, 4×1 hour of prayer and 4×1 hour of sharing of testimonies from the prayer (after 1 hour of prayer there is 1 hour of testimonies).

Fourth week: practical training for a mission.

This recollection is followed by a training led by experienced brothers and a mission done in couples for the rest of the year. 

Daily programme for 6 days: beside liturgy 1 hour of interior prayer and 1 hour of testimonies. Then again 1 hour of prayer and 1 hour of testimonies. In the time assigned for testimonies I am giving a testimony about what I experienced during the prayer, what encouraged me when reading the Scripture and what during the mission from the day before. In the afternoon – a mission in couples. Supposing that the missionaries would live in the seminary then the prayer group could be formed out of 4-8 students, supposing that they would live outside the seminary it would be necessary to set up mission stations where two couples – four students would live. The principles of mission are stated in the Gospel – Mt 10. It is presupposed that on the territory of the mission there are already students of the second year working, who ocuppy themselves with the teaching of God’s Word,  not with inventing problems as it is practised in HCT. They teach how to realize God’s Word  in one’s life – how to live by faith, how to walk in the Holy Spirit. The people who get converted during the mission, join the groups where God’s Word and the essential truths of the faith are taught. 

Second year: catechists – teachers
After going through a year of mission there will again be one month of recollection (for students as intending teachers), and then they will serve in the mission all over the year. Their daily prayer programme is the same as in the first year. In the morning – two hours of prayer and two hours of testimonies, and liturgy. Reciting the office (breviary) is not obligatory. In the afternoon they will prepare themselves for catechization which would then be done in the evening. Ideal is to have one catechization lecture and to repeat it during the whole week in different groups. It is useful to have 40-50 catechization lectures prepared (good literature needed). The matter here is not preaching of some dead theologies, the matter is a testimony of faith (practical life of prayer, how to live with God, how to fight the sin, how to respond to buddhists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, hinduists, Mormons, lukewarm Catholics, Catholic intellectuals, theologians etc. and how to evangelize them).

Sunday keeping: for the 1st, 2nd year and the whole (6-year) study:

In the morning, the same as every day, only in the second hour of prayer one shall experience the reality of Resurrection and Descent of the Holy Spirit, which is the substance of Sunday – the day of Resurrection (a help could be texts from the Scripture and (Greek-Catholic) breviary to this topic). In the afternoon, a gathering of a bigger community together with the converted – here common praise singing, at least one hour of prayer, testimonies, God’s Word, discussion, mutual encouragement. 

The place? A room in the school or somewhere else may be hired. Besides, it is appropriate to have one day in a week (out of those 6 days) for a rest. One hour of prayer, testimony, liturgy and free time.

Theological studies 3rd, 4th, 5th years: 

Learning of the Holy Scripture by heart 1-2 hours daily. There are to be such subjects that will make students adopt the essential truths of the faith and of the doctrine and that will develop in them “sentire cum Ecclesiae” (sensibility to the true Spirit in the Church), which, unfortunately, cannot be seen with most of the present-day students or post-graduates. Then study of subjects practical for life (apology, Christian family, sound doctrinal and moral principles and how to practise them in faith).

It is necessary that teachers themselves pass through 3 years of practice in the field, that they could give students orientation in literature, what is really valuable and practical, that they teach them how to discern, how to fight against doctrinal and moral heresy inside the Church, and how to defend themselves. How to discern what is an orthodox doctrine and what a heretical one, what leads to upbuilding of the living relation to Christ, to upbuilding of the living Church, and what is idle, even harmful! This is not possible without true conversion and true discipleship. It would be convenient if students prepared a cycle of sermons for all Sundays all over the year, which would also serve for an upbuilding and would contain all the essential truths of the Christian faith. It is important to bear in mind that the matter here is a formation of Christ’s disciples, witnesses, good shepherds, not of theoreticians. Gifted students are nowadays drawn into the heresy of HCT and to other heresies through their curiosity and intellectual pride. 

During the study – necessarily one hour of inner prayer (which has its own order) daily, and then one hour of testimonies (which serve to an upbuilding of the community). It is necessary to learn how to witness of faith, of overcoming one’s spiritual problems. Keeping Sunday in the way as in the time of practice. During the 5th year of study, writing a thesis which in future could be used for the mission, apologetics or teaching.

Final practice – 6th year: 

What they prepared during the three years of study and practice, they can now utilize, e.g. as leaders for the first or the second year. 

Theological school for girls: only 3 years
It could be given to the charge of such religious order which has a spirit of repentance, zealousness, the best would be active and contemplative sisters. The contemplative sisters would teach them how to practise an inner prayer, how to fight one’s own pride, they would pass over  a living relation to Jesus and a living faith. At the same time, the active sisters would teach them other things practical for evangelization and catechization. Condition: both groups of sisters have to be wholly turned to Christ, have a clear goal and be of one Spirit! The formation of girls could be of three years only, that would mean – the first and the second year practice, similar to boys, but two days in a month (e.g. once in two weeks) they would have lectures on practical theology and then do exams. The whole third year they would go to school and as a part of study they would prepare systematic catechization lectures. Keeping Sunday during those three years would be similar as brothers have. It would be good if girls could organize a theatre group and could practise even some plays with children using Biblical themes as a practical evangelization and a testimony to living Christ. They could likewise learn how to express the truths of faith in a literary form, by short testimonies that would encourage others in their life of faith as well as in their following of Christ. After finishing their studies, some girls can continue their studies at other universities, there they will do a mission, organize biblical and prayer groups and witness to Jesus. Other girls could go to monastery, other could get married. 

CONCLUSION

This paper originated in Ukraine at the time when Ukraine started opening itself to a strong influence from the West. The most dangerous and the most cunning spiritual poison for Christ’s Church is called historic-critical theology – HCT. What is at stake here is the life or death not only of the Church but of the whole nation, too. This is a real spiritual fight (cf. Eph 6:11-19). 

May doctrinal commissions be established in every diocese according to the example of the Pope St. Pius X! 

If only there could be new and new groups of constant prayer created in Ukraine that will fight for a protection and purification from the spiritual poison of HCT, for a mission, spiritual conversion and resurrection of Ukraine! (note: 24 people pray 10 days a month, one hour each of them. Three groups (3×24)=72 people are divided within 30 days. In this way they continue even in the following months. Every day the hour from 20-21o’clock is common for all. Everyone prays at the place where he is.)

Let us not forget: the most important thing in our life is – to lose my soul for Christ (Mk 8:35), so that He can live in me (Gal 2:20). 

Cardinal J. Ratzinger says: “The renewal of this fullworthy (living) relation to Christ is the thing that really matters (most). It is not possible to persuade anyone about this relationship by verbal arguments (nor by various philosophies or theologies). This relationship has to be lived and thus made trustworthy even for others.”

This is a true conversion and a true mission! (Acts 1:8)
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