True or false reform?

To Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

I. Reaction to the “notificatio” of J. Sobrino SJ
The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith condemned two main and widely spread books by John Sobrino, a Jesuit from San Salvador. The Congregation named six thematic complexes in which the statements of John Sobrino are not in compliance with the teaching of the Catholic Church:
1) Author’s methodological approach
2) Divinity of Jesus Christ

3) Incarnation of the Son of God

4) Relation between Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God

5) Self-consciousness of Jesus Christ

6) Salvific value of Christ’s death

In 2004 John Sobrino was made acquainted with the reprimands to his writings. He responded in March 2005 with an extensive argumentation amounting to over 100 pages. This argumentation of his he submitted to a criticism of renowned contemporary theologians of Latin America and Europe. In their theological expertises all of them drew a conclusion that the presentation as well as argumentation of Sobrino’s Christology do not contain any heresies! In defence of J. Sobrino there stood up – among others – the German theologian Peter Hünermann (Herder Korrespondenz, 4/2007) who referring to the contemporary Catholic and Evangelic exegetes (adherents of historic-critical theology /HCT/) claims that the Congregation, the Pope as well as the hitherto faith of the Church are mistaken and that Sobrino along with these modern so-called theologians are right. These de facto claim that Jesus Christ is not true God and true man nor the only Saviour. These theologians and modern exegetes together with J. Sobrino claim that the New Testament does not speak explicitly about the Divinity of Christ, they say that Jesus Christ was not true God and that He did not even think Himself to be, but that the idea of His Divinity was formulated no sooner than by the first Christian community which later allegedly wrote the Gospels.

The substance of the heretical teaching of these theologians consists in the fact that according to them the Gospels were not written by eyewitnesses and that they do not record authentic words, deeds, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. According to these theologians, as stated by one of them – Peter Hünermann, the death of Christ does not have a salvific character because the Lord Jesus, in his opinion, is not true God. On top of it, according to these theologians the death of Jesus Christ was an unfortunate tragedy and an alleged misunderstanding from the part of the Pharisees who, as these theologians say, mistakenly thought that Jesus made Himself God, though according to these HCT theologians He did not make Himself God at all. Allegedly it was a tragic mistake. Hünermann writes: “The question how Jesus approached his death and how he understood it was fervently discussed owing to the Bultmann’s statement: ‘This execution can hardly be understood as an innerly inevitable consequence of his activity. It rather happened by reason of a wrong comprehension of his activity as political one. However, then it would have been – from historical point of view – an absurd fate. Whether Jesus found any sense in it and what kind of sense it was, we cannot know. The possibility that Jesus collapsed cannot be excluded.’ These deductions published in 1960 gave at that time an impulse to many exegetic works which J. Sobrino encompassed in his descriptions.”
That which R. Bultmann writes and with which the so-called Catholic theologians like e.g. P. Hünermann, J. Sobrino and many others identify themselves is the highest degree of blasphemy, it is a demonic lie, offence and ridicule of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is not in the least theology but heresiology. For this blasphemy P. Hünermann and others like him should be publicly excommunicated from the Catholic Church since with such attitude they no longer belong to her anyway. 

This demonic lie turns our Lord and Saviour into a deceiver and ridicules His redemptive death in the dirtiest way. If such blasphemer of God and theologians united with him publicly teach and form future priests, then the responsibility for it falls upon all cardinals, bishops and upon the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, too!
Brazilian missionary, religious Fr. Basil Zinko OSBM, who at the present time serves in Ukraine, has written a theological essay under the title “Lefebvrism and Aggiornamentalism”. He points at lefebvrism which did not preach any doctrinal heresies and was condemned. On the other hand an opposite stream in the Church which eroded all rudiments of faith and morals has not been condemned until this time: “Such apostles of ‘theology of liberation’ as Franciscan Fr. Leonardo Boff (Brazil), who for years performed a downright subversive work and undermined the truths of faith and the pillars of Christianity, were not condemned. Noone condemned his books which likewise contain a lot of noxious elements for the believing Catholics. Well, he himself recognized that there was no more place for him in the Peter’s Church, he stopped celebrating the liturgies and eventually it appeared that he had a mistress and children with her. It was similar with the idol of youth Fr. Emir Callufo (Curitiba – Brazil) who degraded himself from a Jesuit into a mere idol of youth, in the end he married his niece and died soon after. Yet one more ace of aggiornamento is a Capuchin from Chile Fr. Lariañaga. Noone condemned nor excommunicated them…”.

We ask all cardinals and bishops to urge His Holiness Benedict XVI to give Sobrino, Hünermann and all theologians who have the same spirit of apostasy a similar ultimatum as John Paul II gave to Archbishop M. Lefebvre. They will either publicly renounce the spirit of heresy and apostasy, confess the Apostolic and Catholic faith, or they will be excommunicated from the Catholic Church! They are real enemies of the Mystical Body of Christ – the Church. By this step those little and defenceless ones in the Church will be saved from the danger of being misled to the way leading to eternal condemnation.

What actually are Sobrino and his adherents aiming at? (see a competent answer to the question of so-called theology of liberation, Card. J. Ratzinger, Dialogue with V. Messori, 1984) Under the guise of care for the poor, instead of preaching Jesus who is the true redeemer from the slavery of sin, instead of this true service they actually eliminate sin and the Decalogue and deny the Divinity of Christ. Their counterfeit help for the poor has led them up to the legalization of homosexuality, prostitution, adultery, contraception, abortions, violence etc. This, however, is a broad way that leads to eternal destruction. These theologians do not care about the poor at all, the less so about their eternal salvation. By that all they just want to justify their godlessness. Therefore we are grateful to the Holy Father and to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith that they stood up together not only for the defence of God’s laws but also for the defence of the Divinity of Christ. They thereby help the poor to know Jesus so that they may share His sufferings and may know also the power of His resurrection. Thus they will be made free indeed because only Jesus can make man free indeed, free from the system of lie and lusts of the flesh. Only Jesus as true God gives sense to human life, human suffering and to human poverty.
The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and the Pope write in the “notificatio”: “Confession of the Divinity of Jesus Christ is the absolutely essential point of the belief of the Church from her very beginnings and it is testified in the New Testament…” However, P. Hünermann arrogantly declares that “this statement of the Congregation and of the Pope is at variance with the coincident opinion of the prevailing majority of Catholic and Evangelic exegetes”. These exegetes ridicule sound thinking which they censoriously call metaphysics and claim that in different philosophical systems the truth can look differently. The Council of Chalcedon and all dogmatic statements of the Church are called by them a violation of the Bible and they allege that only an exegete using HCT knows how to interpret the Holy Scripture and how not. They even go so far that they claim that along with the development of so-called exegetic science the faith must necessarily be changed, too, so that, they say, we not find ourselves in a conflict between faith and reason. This new “magisterium” declares: “Now the essential question no longer sounds –what happened and what will yet happen… there is a completely different question that more or less emerges as essential – what is it?”

However, it is quite the opposite – for adherents of such heresies the essential question is what will happen. And we respond to it immediately: Know that unless you are converted you will perish in hell about which you claim that it does not exist. There you will rouse from your pseudotheological hangover and for the first time you will meet with the reality but unfortunately at that time it will already be late. To the question: What happened?, we respond: You have already lost the saving faith, the living relation to Jesus, you are therefore spiritually dead and thereby excluded from the Mystical Body of Christ, from the Church.

And to the question: What is it?, we respond: The greatest misfortune for you. It is the spirit of heresy which has led you to the apostasy from Christ and from His Mystical Body.

II. Quality of theology and ratio fidei

What is the true quality and what the false one? Concerning the quality, theology must explain in a right way the substance of Christ’s teaching and, likewise, there must be experience of how to incorporate or realize this teaching in the life of an individual, of the parish (community) and of the whole Church. In other words – quality theologians were the saints and martyrs who not only heard the Word of God but also realized it (cf. Mt 7:24-25). The main aim of this theology of true quality is that it ensures the immortal souls an access to salvation. 

Liberal theologians, however, bring into the Church a chaos of the spirit of the world and cover it with Christian terms. They deny all basic truths of Christian faith, leading thus souls to eternal destruction. This pseudotheology of theirs they falsely call “quality theology” and boycott the one of true quality! 

Ratio fidei

Hünermann states that the ratio fidei of theology must nowadays be worked up “within the framework of a highly complex sophisticated society with its complicated problems in the social, economic as well as human sphere and with its blind alleys”.

Let us first point at the true way of solution and later at the false one.

A) True way

Ratio fidei defends the fundamental truths of faith and morals and clarifies even the mysteries of faith (the Most Holy Trinity, Christ’s Incarnation, redemptive death, Resurrection, the Eucharist…). This intellectual defence – apologia of faith – is indeed very needful today. It shows that the truths of faith are not contrary to reason, though many times they transcend it, but that they are reasonable. On the contrary, the teachings of pagans – buddhism, hinduism, animism – tied with the worship of animals as gods and with immoralities are in comparison with the teaching of the Gospel like a glass full of poison against a glass of drinking water.

Concerning the present-day society and its social, human, political and economic problems, there really can be and is a positive influence of the true ratio fidei and of the true quality of theology, provided that it passes on to believers a sound teaching of the Gospel and the Spirit of God. Such Christians will then indeed become the light and the leaven that will leaven and shine through the whole society with all its problems. However, that Christians may be that, first it must be the religious and priests who will become this light and this leaven, and that is why there must be a sound formation of both the future clergy and religious secured in the Church. This is what the true quality of theology consists in. The responsibility for this quality really falls first of all upon the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.
That the believers may resist the pressure of the destruction of current heresies and consumption, they need to experience personal conversion and to go through further formation in the way of living biblical and prayer communities, in the way of a new celebration of the seventh day according to the model of life of the early Christians. (see www.community.org.ua)
B) False way
P. Hünermann points at the way which is followed by the destructive stream of theology. This way denies all truths of faith and destroys the morals. It does not admit the fruit but is troubling waters by incomprehensible or ambiguous theological terms and phrases. P. Hünermann states: “This theology fulfils the task of a revival of society and it has such degree of complexity that the censorship of old type does not even reach its ankles and can be no match for it.” From the position of this false light P. Hünermann intends “to intelligently reform and reorganize the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith”. 
One just wonders at the extraordinary arrogance of these distortionists who on top of that regard themselves as Catholics and even want to reform the Church along with her leadership! To let these “experts” “intelligently reorganize the Congregation” would mean to set the wolf to mind the sheep. The result would be eating up of all that is living in the sheep-fold of the Church! Or it is something similar as if criminals wanted to reform the Ministry of Justice. The result: expansion of criminality and liquidation of justice!

III. God’s Word and pseudotheologians

Pseudotheologians have eroded the foundations of faith and morals, they “depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron” (1Tim 4:2).

“As Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith.” (2Tim 3:8)

Their way of thinking does not have terms like truth, lie; “they refused to love the truth, and so be saved… so that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2Thes 2:10-12).

They deceitfully refer to the Holy Scripture, yet in essence they are atheists denying the inspiration of the Scripture and the Divinity of Christ: “Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?” (1Jn 2:22)

Some of them have already received the spirit of the New Age or the spirit of buddhism, where one no longer distinguishes between good and evil: “These people are like wells without water… while they promise liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption.” (2Pt 2:17-19)

Biblical thinking, the thinking of the Apostles and the thinking of Jesus Christ Himself is absolutely contradictory to their philosophical systems and to their perverted attitude of mind: “Such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.” (2Cor 11:13)

In different scientific disciplines – mathematics, physics… it is useful to search and the errors are immediately proved by practical ineffectiveness. On the contrary, in the field of faith (theology) there is a large space for heresies, so unstable people easily receive another Christ, another gospel and another spirit (cf. 2Cor 11:4). And many even “will not endure sound doctrine… they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables” (2Tim 4:3-4), thus they follow the way to destruction. Therefore the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has to guard the deposit of faith, that it may be preserved undefiled, for on this depends the eternal salvation of many. Apostle Paul declares: “I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.” (Gal 1:9) This another gospel is being preached by many contemporary theologians and exegetes! To them fully apply the above-quoted places from the Holy Scripture.

The heresies of Sobrino, Hünermann and their colleagues are in essence identical with the heresy of Arius, Nestorius or of other long condemned heretical theologians. At Vespers on Sunday before the Feast of the Descent of the Holy Spirit (Sunday of the Church Fathers) the Eastern Church sings a hymn in which she makes a mention of the Council of Nicaea and at the same time gives instructions what attitude the Catholic Church even today is to have towards this problem (Eastern Liturgical Offices, p. 721, Rome - 1990 - Toronto): “… let us faithfully venerate the God-bearing Fathers who gathered from all over the world (in Nicaea)… for they piously and wisely rejected the godless teaching of cunning Arius and jointly expelled him from the Catholic Church. They orthodoxly and definitively confessed the Son of God who is from all eternity and is of one Being with the Father…”
IV. Spiritual recollection and profession of faith

Let us put another question: What in particular would the Lord Jesus Himself demand of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith today?

We suppose that probably the following: That the Congregation in the name of the authority of the Holy Father should oblige all cardinals, bishops, teachers at theological faculties, all religious and diocesan priests and students of theology to go through a week’s recollection in this year 2007. The recollection should include the essential truths of faith concerning our salvation, a reflection on the sense of life, death, God’s judgement, eternal condemnation, sin, forgiveness of sin and deliverance from its slavery through Jesus Christ.

We as Eastern monks recommend the Roman-Catholic hierarchy and clergy the classic spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius. These contain a particularly truthful reflection on two banners. Everyone has to make a decision – either he will stand up under the banner of Christ or of antichrist. There is no other choice.

The final point of this recollection should be the renewal of baptism. This consists in profession of the belief in Jesus Christ as one’s personal Saviour and Lord and in renouncement of the spirit of darkness and of any collaboration with it. From personal experience we propose the following dynamic exercise: Each individually comes and kneels before the Eucharist or before the cross, the exercise director puts him concrete questions:

1) Do you believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is true God, born of true God, not made, of one Being with the Father?

Answer: I DO.
2) Do you believe that He died on the cross for us, that means even for you and for your sins, and the third day He rose again from the dead, and that historically and really?

Answer: I DO.

3) Do you commit your whole life to Him and do you receive Him as your only Lord and only Saviour?

Answer: I DO.

Next the exercise director asks the concerned:

1) Do you renounce historic-critical theology (HCT) and the spirit which is behind it?

YES, I DO.

2) Do you renounce syncretism with pagan religions and false interpretation of Nostra aetate?

YES, I DO.

3) Do you renounce satan and demons, especially those which nowadays work through different forms of magic and divination, and the spirit of the New Age?

YES, I DO.

This confession of the teachers of theology, priests and seminarists should also be confirmed by personal signature and later through the exercise director transmitted to the local bishop.

The written confession of faith of the cardinals and bishops should be transmitted to the Holy Father.

(For the one who has already gone through a recollection this year it is necessary that he do so even for the second time this year.)
Who will refuse the renewal of baptism, the one thereby publicly shows that he disagrees with the essential teaching of the Catholic Church and no longer desires to be her member! This recollection connected with the profession of faith will substantially contribute to the guarantee of the quality of theology and of the spiritual renewal in the whole Church.

We thank the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in advance for this guarantee of theological quality.


In Christ, 

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 27th May 2007

On the Feast of the Descent of the Holy Spirit

Copy to: 
· His Holiness Benedict XVI
· H.E. Card. William Joseph Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine
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