Two problems for consideration

Cardinal

Lubomir Huzar

Supreme Archbishop

Lviv

Your Beatitude,

We would like to present to You two issues: 

I.   The activity of the authorities of OSBM fathers 

II. The activity of the head of the Patriarchal Commission for Religious s. Dia Stasiuk, OSBM

Besides, we would like to present both to You and to all believers in Ukraine a book called “Four Words from Ukraine” giving it at Your disposal and to Your spiritual and theological orientation. The book shares an experience of contemplative prayer and at the same time in the spirit of a sound Church tradition (Fathers of the Church, apostles, and saints) it clarifies the first and greatest commandment and specifies it for our times. We were struggling for the trueness of faith as early as the Communist regime in 1981-1990 on the territory of former Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. This was a struggle against false pseudomysticism, New Age and liberal theology. It was then we came to understand that the biggest enemy of the Church is not Communism but various kinds of heresies and phariseism inside the Church (see essays: Neomodernism in the Church; Occultism within the Church,…). The adherents of this false spirituality set against us the STB (State Security Service) (KGB). In this fight for a purity of faith and sound spirituality we mainly drew from the orthodox theology of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, the present-day Holy Father Benedict XVI. 

ad I. The activity of the authorities of OSBM fathers:

Having come to Ukraine and preaching here the living Christ and the living Gospel, after about a year the authorities of the OSBM created a monstrous process against us, engaging also the state authorities, which was now no STB but the Department of Religious Affairs at the Regional Council in Lviv. Our OSBM authorities joined them to be helped in our physical liquidation i.e. deportation from Ukraine! This Judas helping the Church to liquidate its own monks cost the Regional Council breaking of the law of Ukraine, the international law as well as the basic human rights, because without any ground they  punished 23 citizens of the Czech and the Slovak Republics. Two of them, though one had never been to Ukraine, on 26th May 2005 had their passports stamped with a three-year entrance prohibition. 

On the press-conference on 2nd June 2005, You were asked by one of the journalists to state Your view of this delicate and compromising issue. You answered: “I was visited (August 2004) by the Superior General OSBM from Rome and by the Provincial Superior OSBM from Ukraine, dictated a letter and given names of 23 undesirable persons who are harmful for the Church in Ukraine. I had no reason not to believe them… It is now a matter of the state authorities what they are going to do with it.”
We reply: The Ukrainian President V. Juščenko has opened the borders. Ukraine is inflowed by many sectaries and real enemies of the Church. Noone is giving them three-year entrance prohibitions, until they break the law of Ukraine; however, this right to an entry to Ukraine is by desire of the OSBM ungroundedly denied to civil citizens of the Czech and Slovak Republics. If they were some drug smugglers or members of some dangerous sect, then it is logical.

Two priests, citizens of the Slovak Republic (SR), guiltlessly punished by the authorities of the OSBM, asked in May 2005 a Latin bishop in SR to receive them to his diocese. The Bishop Sofron Mudryi (Ukraine – Uk), by whom they had been ordained, gave them a positive recommendation and a leave. The OSBM authorities cast doubt upon these priests in the eyes of the Slovak Bishops’ Conference. The bishops believed this lie and pronounced a negative judgement against them with an aim not to allow them service in the Latin eparchy. A similar pressure was created against ten students of theology studying in a Latin seminary, aiming to cease their further studies. The “apostolic zealousness” of the OSBM authorities is remarkable.

When Fr. Basil, a post-graduate student in Rome, was ungroundedly expelled from the Order, he was given such a report that an uninitiated person would guess that he is a member of some criminal organization with perverted moral principles and must be put in prison. 

When Fr. Samuel was excluded and the Bishop M. Koltun (Uk) received him as a parish-priest in the Pidhirci village, the initiative of the OSBM authorities joined with Mr. Kuráš from the Department of Religious affairs (the former KGB) which resulted in the state refusing to give Fr. Samuel a permission for religious activity for half a year; moreover, on 21st April 2005, again by the initiative of this OSBM leadership, he was included in the list of dangerous people who are threatening both the Church and the Ukrainian state and in the nearest days must be deported. Such is the reward by the authorities of the OSBM for his zealous mission! 

Because the new leadership of the OSBM in Ukraine was attacking us, on 4th July 2004 we applied to the OSBM authorities in Rome for a dismissal from the bond of centralization and for an autonomous “sui iuris” monastery according to the Eastern tradition and the CCEO (Codex canonum Ecclesiarum Orientalium) norms. Two things were necessary to this: a permission of transition (but we were punished and excluded instead) and second: an admission by a bishop. The Bishop P. Vasylyk (Uk) received us and gave us a decree which we sent to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. However, the eagerness of the OSBM authorities was such that he was exposed to intimidation and in fact, not only him but the other bishops as well were given instructions that we cannot be admitted by any one of them. We were blackened as ones who are bringing about conflicts and are of a great harm for the Ukrainians – with a false accusation pointing at our activity in the Czech Republic. During our work in Prague we were giving the Ukrainians an all-round help; in addition, we morally supported their wish for an establishment of the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) since in the Czech Republic (CR) there are more than 200 000 Ukrainians on work there. For this we were blackened in the spirit of those by whom the Ukrainians are oppressed (the Bishop L. Hučko in Prague) and by whom they are allowed not even a least possibility to have in the CR their own Ukrainian Church centre or their own Church established similarly as other countries have. False arguments of the enemies that we were inciting conflicts and caused a harm to Ukrainian people were used by the Basilians to blacken us. The Ukrainian people brought forth their positive testimonies that the opposite is true. 

All members of the Czech delegature who had temporary vows were without any confrontation excluded from the Order. Those who had perpetual vows were through false arguments canonically reproved and excluded. As an explanation to the artificially constructed process of lies we elaborated two essays: “Abuse of Church authority” (22nd February 2005) and “Religious’ Phariseism”  (7th March 2005). 

Against the lawlessness we appealed to Rome. We are now in a state of recourse, we are still members of the OSBM. Yet, we have also been included by the OSBM authorities in the list of deportation from Ukraine. 

The General Superior ordered Fr. Cyril in the name of sacred obedience, i.e. under sin, to admit doing something which he did not do, otherwise he will be excluded from the Order. Fr. Cyril could not do so for he would thus be lying and thereby committing a sin. For this disobedience he was consequently excluded from the Order!

Fr. Roman (a Ukrainian) resolved to join the Order of Minimi brothers. On 31st May 2005, the General Superior of this Order visited the General Superior B. Kovbyč, OSBM, in Rome and announced that in case he dismissed Fr. Roman, this would withdraw his recourse. The response was negative – Fr. Roman must be blackened, punished, expelled, there is no legal transition possible for him. 

One should not be surprised at such measures. We know from history how through phariseism the spirit of the world has been destroying a true religious life. When St. John of the Cross wanted to reform the Order, he was put in monastery prison, pronounced disobedient and a rebel against the Church and every Friday for a period of nine months he was scourged. If he had not escaped, these superiors would have tortured him to death. St. Benedict was to be poisoned by those who desired the superior posts and who did not want to renounce the spirit of the world. The founder of Redemptorists St. Alphons was excluded from his own Order by monks having the spirit of the world! After the Council of Trent, St. Charles Borromeo initiated a reform of monastery life. The superiors unwilling to receive the spirit of repentance made an attempt on his life but unsuccessful. Selling the chalice and the monstrance they gave the money to the murderer.

The whole history of the Church is turning round one point: Either we have the spirit of the world or the Spirit of Christ! Either we serve as monks to Christ, or to antichrist!! Jesus said it clearly: “Noone can serve two masters.” (Mt 6:24)

Concerning the phrases about disobedience and wilful monks, we reply: The fact that we officially and according to the option given by the CCEO applied for a “sui iuris” monastery was no disobedience from our side. When taking whatever steps one should take into account not only the law but the circumstances as well. This is a principal rule otherwise the law might be abused for those biggest crimes. Nowadays the circumstances in the OSBM Order are such that the authority is being abused for a liquidation of those who sincerely want to follow Christ. The Church structures, which are to serve the things of God and are based on law and obedience, are hidings of spiritual criminals who abuse the authority of the Church! The Lord is calling through a prophet:“If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Ps 11:3) The former Provincial Superior of the Redemptorists in SR wrote an article on the abuse of obedience for a liquidation of the Church, in which he is citing a statement from the Masonic journal ‘Alta Vendita’: “In the name of obedience many will believe to be marching under the banner of Peter’s keys, while by that time they will already be marching under our (Masonic) banner.” This reality should not be overlooked. It is not that this or that superior must be an official Mason; however, even if he is not but is doing just what the programme of this secret organization sets (not concealing its purposes to liquidate all the living in the Church), then, in fact, he already is so by his spirit. Regrettably, the activities of the OSBM authorities as well as of those who are in collaboration with this spirit, show clearly whom they serve. Are we aiming at a revival of monastery life, or its liquidation? Let the OSBM authorities ask themselves: What do we really want? For certain it is not a revival or a true repentance - the deeds witness to the spirit of death to which they opened themselves for a liquidation of Christ and His mystical body! So the obedience, which is a principal element of monastery life, is now abused to its liquidation, and that is why we must be alarming so that at last false principles may be revaluated (see the essay on abuse of obedience). 

We are 6 priests with perpetual vows (4 ThD., 2ThLic.). Three of us, Czechs, are now in Ukraine waiting for deportation. According to the Gospel we should wipe the dust off our shoes and call down a curse (cf. Lk 10:11-12); however, we rather take the punishment of that curse upon ourselves (cf. Rom 9:3), for we so took to the Ukrainian believers that we want to call further to heaven for a true and deep spiritual awakening. 

For one year we were preaching the living Christ and doing a mission. We did no harm to anyone. We are Czechs, one of us even from Velehrad, the late centre of St. Cyril and Methodius’ mission for all Slavonic nations. We are surprised at the simple faith of the Ukrainian people which is apparent even on the outside. Probably nowhere else in Europe one can see images of Christ and Holy Virgin in buses, schools or universities. We have an experience from the West how speedily and destructively secularization and mass dechristianization are progressing and how craftily the historic-critical theology is killing the souls of students. We perceive with pain how young Ukrainians desiring a monastery life are exposed to the destructive influence of the spirit of Americanism connected with practices of the New Age. Our heart is bleeding when we see how the work of God is being destroyed and how indifferently this all is being watched by those whom God has entrusted with responsibility. Instead of realizing the need of help in this severe spiritual struggle for the renewal of the Order and the Church and receiving it gladly, they use various cunning means and liquidate the Church by help of state authorities. 

An uninitiated person questions himself: What actually did those fathers do that 29 monks together with postulants were punished by an exclusion from the order? If we are to tell the truth, then reason is that we preached living Christ and full Gospel. However, this is not said aloud, but we are charged with grounds that are false. An evidence of this is our appeal to the Church court so that we may be justly accused and justly punished. But the OSBM authorities are avoiding this. 

There is another question, why the students who have already been excluded from the Order are punished? If we are some dangerous sect or preach some heresies or moral deviations then we repeat again:  we apply for a Church trial so that there can be a due charge and a due punishment, and then let the whole Church be warned against us as against some dangerous infection harmful for the Church.

We were punished without any opportunity to defend ourselves and without any guilt given. If in such a way authority is abused in the Church, one cannot wonder that people are leaving the Church and joining sects! Who takes the guilt for this? 

ad II. The activity of the head of the Patriarchal Commission for Religious s. Dia Stasiuk, OSBM

Your Beatitude, we would like to bring to Your attention four matters:

1) Statute of the Council of Higher Superiors of all women monasteries of the UGCC

2) Seminar for confessors and spiritual directors of sisters

3) Seminar – Cure of a holistic person (note: Holistic cure of a person)

4) Congress of Religious

ad 1) Statute of the Council
The Church recommends to create councils of higher superiors with an aim of mutual encouragement, consultation and help, but by no means with such a statute. 

On the base of which Codex or which Church canons did the idea of a statute with such content arise?

The aim the Council is marking out is spiritual. Concretely: a co-operation in seeking ways of spiritual development and apostolic zealousness.  

The means stated in the Statute, which the Council wants to have legalized, is: financial-agricultural activity. 

How is it possible to achieve spiritual development and apostolic zealousness through a financial-agricultural activity? 

Why should the higher superiors of all women monasteries own common lands, enterprises and be engaged in farming etc. as it is mentioned in pt.5? Why are all to unite on this basis? The wish to witness to the world by all religious sisters without exception being engaged in business and calling this a unity, is a scandal. Nowadays when sects are carrying out a mass-mission, it is a betrayal of one’s vocation to put Christ and one’s relation to Him on a secondary place. Renouncing the life of prayer and charisma of the founder and seeking new ways without foundation in Christ, is apostasy. 

And how do the founders of this Council Statute imagine it practically? Who will work in those businesses that they are going to establish? Religious sisters? Co-ordinatively from all monasteries? Is that the realization of life consecrated to God? Is this a testimony of Christ and a mission to the world? Similar “spiritual” (business) enterprises can be found with the New Age gurus, who under a false obedience wash human brains and turn their adherents into cheap slaves. 

And why, on the whole, is the Council of Higher Superiors establishing enterprises (see pts.5,6)? The foundation of religious life is created by religious family, not by some artificially created production- colossus. It is incomprehensible that something like that is proposed as “a way of spiritual development and apostolic zealousness”. In fact, the point here is an enforcing of the false spirituality of NEW AGE. The Council Statute leads to a globalization of all women orders. This is a way of internal decay of monastery life. 

ad2) Seminar for confessors and spiritual directors of sisters
Only from the very orientation programme one can read out the character of the seminar. There is not a single sentence here which would point at the substance and sense of spiritual direction, which is following Jesus Christ in truth. Modern psychologies are put in centre instead of spiritual life. By this escape from the substance, monastery life is inconspicuously infiltrated with the New Age thinking. Artificially screwing on some principles of spiritual direction, even if they seemed to be beneficial, has nothing in common with passing on the Spirit of life that awakens a vital relation to our Lord Jesus Christ. Without bringing in the Spirit of Christ one cannot speak of any spiritual direction, or to put it in a better way, of any spiritual paternity. St. Paul writes: “…for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the Gospel.” (1Cor 4:15)

Life in the spirit of the Gospel, it means turning entirely to Jesus and living by a relation to Him, makes man become a spiritual father, not the courses of modern psychology. A true devotion to Jesus brings a concrete fruit of the Spirit which is a conversion of souls and their spiritual revival. Modern psychology has its base in the New Age spirituality which denies the fundamental truths of Christianity (the reality of sin, the Divinity of Christ, existence of soul, heaven, hell, grace). If this is the base of the courses aiming to bring up spiritual directors – fathers (elders), then it is similar as if we would like to cure someone with a strong poison. For the effect is, in fact, contrary – death. 

The programme of the seminar, though designed also for confessors, makes no mention of sin. Pride is called a consequence of self-non-acceptance and an inferiority complex. Modern psychologies disguise the reality of sin. Instead of it they introduce psychological terms like: failure, non-acceptance, complexes etc. The consequence then is that where sin is not called a sin, there is no need of Saviour, that is no need of Jesus – and thus the essence of salvation breaks down. Through a false humanism and false compassion for sin a Christian loses vital relation to Jesus and thus also the assurance of salvation. 

It is shocking that the programme for confessors of religious sisters mentions, as if some important point, the term of narcissism, which not only means self-admiration but is also connected with a serious sexual deviation. Then one can get an impression that these are confessors designated to some penitentiary and not to monasteries. The one who committed himself with all his being to Jesus Christ, even if he or she in the past, before entering the monastery, committed such a sin, the Lord through his/her conversion is liberating them from these bonds, and the wounds from the past left in one’s soul by the sin are healed through a prayer already during the postulate. 

In the programme there is no mention that a solution to every outer or inner problem is in turning to Jesus and that in my relation with Him I can find everything. He is the only One who really liberates and heals, all the rest is just substitutes.

The introduction of modern psychologies through the seminars organized by s. Dia Stasiuk, OSBM, reveals the root, which is the New Age. It is necessary to realize that one of the main pillars of the New Age movement is modern psychology, which is to substitute to the religious the life of repentance and vital relation to Lord Jesus Christ. This seminar and all similar to it fulfil that role! 

ad3) Seminar – Cure of a holistic person (Holistic cure of a person)

The title ‘holistic cure of a person’ is a very popular term of the New Age, and a means for this so-called healing was to be homoeopathy. This seminar, impulsed by the Patriarchal Commission for Religious and under its patronage, took place on 24th and repeatedly 25th January 2003 in the monastery of Studite sisters in Lviv. 

The central point of the programme was homoeopathy. It is by now a widely known fact that homoeopathy has its root in magic and divination, that is in an activity forbidden by the Church. In the book “Four Words from Ukraine”, in the chapter “The First Commandment”, this issue is discussed in more detail, with a definite statement of scientists that the matter here is charlatanry (Alternative Medicine, Options and Risks, Prof. Mudr. K Heřt DrSc. and coll. of 12 professors, Prague, 1995). The Head of the Academy of Sciences in Czech Republic Prof. Dr. R. Zahradník DrSc. expressed himself: “On a world-wide scale milliards of dollars are here at stake. Attacking homoeopathy is almost as naive as if one would try to attack the car industry. However, it is important that people know how an absurd fraud they are victims of.” Consequently, from the scientific point of view homoeopathy is a fraud, from the spiritual point of view it is an occult practice, and this is an extremely significant fact for a Christian because using of any kind of occult practice is a sin against the First Commandment. Cardinal G. Danneels names four fundamental pillars of the New Age. Besides modern psychology, one of them is occultism. It is well-known that the after-effects of occultism are such that they cause spiritual bondage and darkening of one’s soul insomuch that it completely loses the sense of essence, which for Christians, and especially for religious, is to live a vital relation to our Lord Jesus Christ and to fight for the glory of God and salvation of souls. 

A secondary phenomenon which homoeopathy brings is an institution of business. 

The overall consequence of homoeopathy practising is tragical – a decay of spiritual life. 

And the fruit for the Church and the nation? Through the orders opened to this destructive spirit the infiltration of the New Age is the fastest. In Ukraine religious are still considered to be a pattern, and thus those who should draw people to heaven, instead of it, because they had opened themselves to magic, call down a curse and draw whole crowds to eternal perdition. 

ad 4) Congress of Religious
The idea is not bad. However, the question is – in what spirit the meetings are carried out and with what kind of programme? For similar meetings are carried out by Protestants, but also by sects like Jehovah’s Witnesses, or by Amway groups. 

If the meetings of religious include readings of 20-page-long academic lectures, then it is tiring. In testimony of the participants: the atmosphere incited feelings of importance so that one thought that all that was here was a top level; however, in reality it cannot be compared with the atmosphere of a living faith and testimony of a living relation to our Lord Jesus Christ, which might be found with those who live an interior relation with Jesus. Simply there is no place for living Jesus on these religious’ congresses! Concerning the work in groups, these solve would-be actual problems but without foundation. This foundation is a real conversion and a spirit of repentance. One could see there nothing like this! Therefore such congresses of religious are spiritually fruitless for one’s interior life.

Your Beatitude, we are aware that You have a lot of worries and responsibilities and that You cannot watch exactly and in detail the whole diocese. Yet, You appointed s. Dia Stasiuk, OSBM, who is a citizen of the USA, the head of the Patriarchal Commission for all religious. She can acquire for Ukrainians various financial grants from various organizations. However, in a monastery life this aspect is not on the first place, and it can even be harmful. 

It is a big shame when on a congress of religious, in the midst of bearded monks with long veils, she was in a skirt and white shirt with short sleeves, as a head over all religious and religious-priests! Nothing like that has ever existed either in Eastern spirituality or in the Western one, that woman should stand as a superior to priest-monks! Even if such a woman was known for her holiness of life, she can by no means hold such an office, and if she holds, then it is a sign of decline of monkhood in the Greek-Catholic Church. In addition, this woman propagates covert as well as open forms of the New Age, namely:

a) globalization of all religious sisters of various spiritualities, which contradicts all rules of religious life, CCEO and CIC;

b) instituting and emphasizing modern psychologies instead of solid spiritual life with Christ and in Christ, this is a betrayal of Christ’s cross and of His Gospel;

c) institution of seminars of homoeopathy, which is a public propagation of commercial business based not only on fraud but also on magic and divination, which is idolatry. For such activity a curse comes not only upon an individual but also upon the monastic community and the Church. 

We remind You again in front of God and the whole Church that the activities of s. Dia Stasiuk, OSBM, as the head of the religious, is unjustifiable and gives a great offence not only to the religious but to believers as well. Therefore we require that she is deposed from this office as soon as possible! Unless You do so, then You will bear a responsibility for an abuse of Your office in front of the whole Church but soon also in front of God!

We do not want a curse and moral decay to come upon the Greek-Catholic Church, but we are praying night and day with many (groups of constant prayer, 24 people each) for a spiritual revival and spiritual resurrection of Christ’s Church in Ukraine.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk, ThLic., OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík, ThD., OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal, ThD., OSBM

Copies of the letter to: 

· The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Rome

· The Congregation for Religious, Rome

· The Congregation for the Oriental Churches, Rome

Pidhirci, 7th June 2005 
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