Ukrainian Catholic University
- what it pretends to be and what it is in reality

Introduction

In recent years we have been witnesses to great boosting of the Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU). Among the believers there is such public opinion being created that it is an élite modern university which is to bring renewal and “salvation” to the Ukrainian nation. Therefore in this situation we would like to point at the real face of affairs and to make a brief diagnostic view of this university. If we read the advertising materials of UCU, we get an impression that everything is quite in order and UCU is boldly marching forward… 

What does UCU pretend to be?

1) UCU pretends to be a centre of education and renewal after years of illegality and liquidation of UGCC. 

2) UCU makes an impression that it is in full unity with the Holy Father. 

3) UCU is presented as a modern educational centre which cooperates with other Western universities. 

4) UCU wants to be regarded as a spiritual centre with deep Eastern spirituality. 

However, what in fact is this university and what is its main concern? 

I. Ecclesiological direction of the university
Only the very word “Catholic” gives the leadership of the university and the spirit that rules there a pain in the neck. This is testified even by the fact that every day in the liturgy the students are called “pravoslavni” (Orthodox – i.e. members of the schismatic Church) and at the close of the canonical prayers they also sing: “Maintain, O Lord, the holy Orthodox faith!” (not the Catholic one!)
Many young people believe that they will find here true Catholic theology and philosophy with true spirit. Unfortunately, the university implants Western theology based on the principles of historic-critical theology (HCT), which denies the basis of Christianity – the Divinity of Christ, supernatural inspiration of the Scripture, biblical miracles etc. In the educational programme of the humanities the school lectures so-called interconfessional ecclesiology and theology, which, however, are not built on the basis of sound Catholic doctrine. Through these ecclesiologies and philosophies a false spirit is covertly introduced even into the neutral subjects (e.g. history, pedagogy, sociology, psychology…). This is the spirit of the New Age which is presented as so-called “post-confessional Christianity”. The heresy that salvation is also in hinduism or in buddhism is not said openly, but the students themselves automatically deduce it from the schemes and attitudes presented to them by the professorial staff. 

In the book by A. Arzhakovskyi (vice-chancellor of the Ecumenical Institute of UCU; of Orthodox denomination) “On Post-confessional Christianity” Cardinal L. Husar himself casts doubt upon the ecclesiological legitimacy of the existence of the Greek-Catholic Church. He also is the sheltering authority without which this university could not exist and develop in this false spirit. Therefore we cannot be surprised at the fact that the rector of UCU B. Gudzyak wrote a preface to this book which indirectly endorses homosexuality and even promotes divination which, however, is one of the gravest sins.

After all, the very leadership of the university reveal that they are not really serious about their faithfulness to the Catholic spirit: “As one of the greatest values at UCU we foster intellectual independence... in spiritual as well as scientific views.” (B. Gudzyak, The Circular of UCU, special issue, 2007) So the university is not only “independent” in relation to Catholic or Christian teaching but there downright rules the opposite spirit. 
Why then does the university have the name “Catholic”? It is of double benefit. On the one hand Western Catholic Christianity along with beneficent organizations feel a duty in various ways, and above all financially, to support and maintain this “Catholic” university. Another advantage of the name “Catholic” is that many families which suffered persecution owing to their Greek-Catholic identity send their grand-children to their “Catholic” university. These deceived people know nothing about the fact that this university has neither Catholic, and many times nor even Christian spirit but that it just keeps an exterior image. Such root such fruit. In the root of this university there are people who have nothing in common with true Catholicity or with Christianity either. These people are Americans with pseudochristian spirit, spirit of the New Age (Card. L. Husar, I. Datsko, B. Gudzyak, A. Arzhakovskyi, M. Dymyd etc.). They mask this spirit with the name “Catholic” and with so-called Eastern spirituality, and hide behind liturgical ceremoniousness. In reality with students this results in a gradual spiritual transition from the remains of traditional Christian faith to a false faith of so-called post-confessional Christianity (see the book by A. Arzhakovskyi under the same title). 

II. A place where one loses the living faith
Only in the first two years of study the students of theology obligatorily have to attend liturgy, later the attendance is voluntary. The formation which they go through at UCU secures gradual and inconspicuous transition, a change of spirit or, to put it more concretely, adoption of the spirit of the world! However, so that none of the students could find their bearings and see what in fact the matter here is and so that they do not fall into salvific doubts, the university purposefully emphasizes certain positive aspects, e.g. that professors do not accept bribes for examinations, that students are led to integrity and to other sound principles and so on. Regrettably, these merely moral principles torn from the substance – from the true rootage in Christ – lead only to pharisaism. The students are decent, humane, they are not like the others who bribe. Yet all that without conversion, without personal relation to Christ, without the Spirit of God is nowadays a way to the New Age, that means a way to the loss of faith and salvation. Who in this university is a mature, adult Christian that would follow Christ and have experience of spiritual fight, of fight with himself and with the spirit of the world? Who opens and shows the way of openness to the Holy Spirit and then teaches to walk in Him? The leaders of UCU do not teach anything of it. Regrettably, they teach just how to walk in the spirit of this world. 

Starting the first year, on the desk of the student there is a Rosary. In the fourth year instead of the Rosary there already is a pack of cigarettes and instead of decent clothes the latest fashion. The students will lose the living faith and receive a “new” faith and the spirit of the New Age. 
III. An obscure relation of unity with the Holy Father 
This obscure relation of faithfulness to the Pope is evident not only from the above-mentioned ecclesiological direction of the university. At the beginning of 2007 to the accompaniment of uproarious publicity the Congress of theologians of UGCC took place with the topic – “Eucharistic intercommunion (note: common celebration of the Eucharist with the Orthodox) – a challenge of tradition and of present time to traditional Churches”, one of whose organizers was also UCU. The aim of the Congress was: “To consult the questions raised and to issue a practical document that will express the standpoint of the UGCC theologians in relation to the question of Eucharistic intercommunion within the boundaries of traditional Churches.” This topic of the conference was chosen instead of the topic “The 60th anniversary of liquidation of UGCC”. Even a small child can recognize how in a so-called scientific forum one is step by step pushing through aconfessional religious relativism instead of emphasizing the identity of the martyrish Church which suffered for the unity with the Holy Father. While as from the point of view of the Catholic Church, so from the point of view of the Orthodox Church (!) such “intercommunion” is rather to the detriment of mutual relations. In the exhortation Sacramentum Caritatis (article 56) from 22nd February 2007 the Pope Benedict XVI shows that the official standpoint of the Church is contrary to the standpoint of UCU. The Holy Father reminds: “The respect we owe to the sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood prevents us from making it a mere ‘means’ to be used indiscriminately in order to attain that unity. (172) ... There would be even less sense in actually concelebrating with ministers of Churches... which are not in full communion with the Catholic Church... Everyone is obliged to observe these norms faithfully.”
No wonder that in such atmosphere evoked by Card. L. Husar and by the UCU leadership the former Ukrainian Provincial Superior H. Hrinkiv OSBM exhorts in Vatican Radio to celebrate the holy liturgy together with the Orthodox. He knows well what kind of spirit blows under the leadership of Card. L. Husar in UGCC and that in return for this gesture he can expect, similarly as the leaders of UCU (B. Gudzyak, I. Datsko), designation to the post of bishop. These people make, where there is a need, an impression that they are in unity with the Holy Father, so that in a different place and before a different auditory they may declare: “What does Rome matter to us…”, as it was stated by Card. L. Husar in 2005 when he was advancing a utopian conception of unity with the Kievan Orthodox Church. In its consequences this conception of unity would actually mean apostasy from the true Christ’s Church. It was therefore more than actual that on 29th June 2007 Vatican issued a document in which it termed the Catholic Church “the one Church of Christ.” “Christ established here on earth only one Church... and this one Church subsists in the Catholic Church”, reads the declaration. It then mentions that other Churches – the Orthodox Church and the Protestant communities – cannot aspire after this position.
So if UCU on the title page of its circular uproariously announces: “The Pope’s generous gift for UCU”, it does not mean at all that they want to express their genuine gratefulness to and unity with the Holy Father. The spiritual leaders of UCU know well that the Ukrainians have a deep relationship to the Holy Father and that they suffered for their faithfulness to his primacy. One needs to work on people psychologically...

After reading the statement of Cardinal L. Husar in his pastoral letter that such “generous gift is an example to be followed by all believers”, one arrives at the conclusion that really the main concern of some people in the Church is just money and power. 
We have to remind here that it is no secret that when Benedict XVI was elected the Pope, the first reaction of the UCU leadership to this news was unconcealed fear and discontent. They were all clear about the fact that this man represents a spirit quite contrary to UCU. The leadership of UGCC as well as the leadership of UCU have deceived the Holy Father and they deceive even the common believers – by their inward attitude they are against the Holy Father; however, at the same time they shelter themselves behind his authority and abuse it to liquidate the faithful and those who do not want to submit to their dictate and to the thinking of the New Age.
IV. Without true discernment one gets opened to heretical philosophies and theologies 

UCU is paid tribute for its endeavour after modernity of this university as in material so in personal aspect. One also pays tribute for a higher level of foreign lectors, particularly regarding the study of foreign languages. Now if we yet add the praises by the rector of UCU B. Gudzyak to the address of the students as “the élite and the future leaders of the nation”, we get a fuller picture, but at the same time even a suspicion that there is something relevant missing. 

Above all, one needs to state that contacts with Western universities do not secure a Christian direction of the university at all. Rather the reverse, one is introducing here the thinking of liberalism and relativism from the West, and hardly anybody admits that the West is now already reaping what it has sowed – the fruits of its decay. It is wrong to think that the East is immune against these ideologies and false philosophies à la Kant, or theologies à la Bultmann. History teaches us that in the East they may do yet much more harm. The students, of course, are unable to discern that, and thus certain achievements of the Western culture become to them gold-leaf which by its glitter blinds their eyes. They forget the great suffering and the spiritual treasure of their parents and grandparents and it seems to them downright “foolishness” that they suffered for their faith, faithfulness to Christ and unity with the Holy Father. Under the pressure of masterful behaviour of these pseudoapostles from America, who proclaim that “the primary task of the university is to foster intellectual independence... in spiritual as well as scientific views”, they no longer perceive the truth of Christ’s words which show the way to true freedom: “If the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (Jn 8:36) The question of conversion and salvation in Christ, which ought to be the primary concern with each of the professors and students, actually becomes at UCU a mere academic issue of theoretical discussions. In consequence, the students of UCU are in a worse situation than students of other universities in Ukraine. For the latter in their study do not have the fundamental Christian truths and attitudes distorted, they do not fall into pride and false euphoria, they do not have the spirituality of the New Age implanted in them so quickly, so their salvation is not in such great danger. 

V. A centre of the New Age

Ukraine by its incorporation into the bloc of so-called socialist states was for a long period protected by “the Iron Curtain” from the Western influence of the spirit of the New Age. With the fall of the Iron Curtain this spirit began to penetrate even to this territory, and that with far greater intensity than in other states of Europe where, after all, prophetical warning could be heard against the invasion of false spirituality. It is a crime that the very UCU, which should be such prophetical warning voice for Ukraine, opens the door to the spirit of the New Age most intensively. Emphasizing of globalization tendencies, of religious unity with all religions, of humanism and of so-called ecumenism without definite principles slowly, but surely leads to the loss of the Christian feeling with the young generation, already so much weakened by the period of communist atheism. 
Similarly, e.g. the Ecumenical Institute under the leadership of I. Datsko and A. Arzhakovskyi, independent of Church authority, surely does not contribute to the formation of clear Christian identity, rather the reverse. 

Because UCU does not emphasize the basic truths of Christianity, the existence of sin, the reality of salvation or perdition, the Divinity of Christ, the fight against sin, but on the contrary it emphasizes humanism, ecumenism and so-called academic level, nowadays the result is already spontaneous adoption of the antichristian spirit of the New Age. 

VI. Immense investments in self-liquidation

From informational leaflets of UCU we learn that the university has 340 employees and about twice as many students. A problem of certain disproportion, connected with the financing of such study, is the first flagrantly disputable question. 

In recent time, however, we have come to learn not only that the believers are downright demagogically urged to support this university but even that all financial help from foreign beneficent organizations will be directed merely in this way. 

Moreover, what is absolutely amoral is that Card. L. Husar about a year ago wrote a letter to the organization Kirche in Not that they should cut off their financial support for medication for old and ill sisters in a certain religious order as well as the support for their novitiate, the reason being that these sisters are faithful to the truth and defend themselves against the covert globalization of all religious orders and against the transition to so-called post-confessional apostatic Christianity. This spirit of globalization is represented by the head of religious sr. Dia Stasiuk OSBM from USA who was appointed to this function by Card. L. Husar. What hypocrisy of Card. L. Husar, B. Gudzyak or I. Datsko when they abuse benefactions for the liquidation of the Church and for their personal profit, and at the same time hypocritically call upon the poor believers to give away money from their last for the sake of the centre out of which comes the spirit of death in order to direct them to eternal perdition. It is a deceit that money of beneficent organizations that could be given over to the real welfare of the Church are concentrated on building a spiritual system intended for the liquidation of the last remains of this martyrish Church.

VII. Without conversion and repentance

The current state at UCU is such that not only the students but even the professors may only dream of some spiritual formation. In reality there is no spiritual life there, it rather is a high-flown bubble that has nothing to do with true spiritual life which is rooted in Christ’s cross, in denying one’s self and in the imitation of Christ (cf. Mk 8:34). 

Today UCU already receives practically unbelieving students with the worldly style of thinking and the worldly way of life. The UCU leadership not only tolerates this state, but the question of their conversion, moral change of life and rootage in Christ is not encompassed in the university programme at all.

VIII. Is there a remedy for this state of UCU?
Finally, let us put a question whether it is possible that this colossus, this centre of the spirit of the New Age for Ukraine, which already has its firm rootage and whose development continues, may be used to train up a really sound future Christian generation. Supposing that the whole professorial staff have opened themselves to this spirit, it seems to be impossible. Yet there still may be hope. The whole formation and maintenance of the spirit of the New Age depends on key personalities that represent and introduce this spirit. In the first place it is Card. L. Husar. If he was withdrawn and instead of him there was a really God’s man appointed as the head of UGCC, one who has the Spirit of Christ and who sensitively perceives the spiritual fight, he could start the reform of UCU, that means the change of the spirit of the New Age for the Spirit of God. It would be necessary to withdraw the closest co-workers of Card. L. Husar – I. Datsko, B. Gudzyak, A. Arzhakovskyi, M. Dymyd. Then the teachers’ staff would have to go through spiritual exercises which lead to true conversion, in which instead of the false spirit they would receive true and living Jesus and instead of the spirit of the New Age they would receive the Holy Spirit in fullness! 
In Christ, 
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