Pidhirtsi 24th February 2006

Synod of UGCC bishops

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

Most Reverend Bishops, 

we inform You of uncanonical treatment by H.E. Bishop Sophron Mudryi, head of a so-called investigation commission. 

In an extra session of the Synod of Kiev-Halych Metropolitanate, on 16th January 2006, there was “a commission for a canonical investigation of the situation regarding fathers Eliáš Dohnal, Metoděj Špiřík and Markian Hitiuk” appointed. Head of the commission Most Rev. Sophron Mudryi, and members Most Rev. Ihor Voznyak and Most Rev. Vasyl Semenyuk. In the previous 28th session of the Synod on 10th November 2005 it was officially announced that against these fathers there begins “a procedure of canonical admonishment…, for their inadmissible activity”. Owing to this, our good reputation suffered harm even before whatever commission investigation or trial. This is a violation of the can. 1468 §2 CCEO. Moreover, in the announcement it was purposefully omitted that we are Basilian fathers, which in result created an opinion as if we had been expelled from the Order. 

Most Reverend Bishops, once more we want to bring to Your notice the real legal state of our situation (though You are probably acquainted with it): 

In 2004 we were illegally, in sharp contrast to CCEO, expelled from the Order of St. Basil the Great (OSBM) without any evidence of concrete guilt. This lawlessness was participated by OSBM General Superior Basil Koubetch, OSBM Provincial Superior Hryhorij Hrinkiv, Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches (COCh) Mons. A. Veglio with the consent of Card. A. Sodano. These were joined by Card. L. Husar who in contradiction with canonical and civil law turned to state authorities by a decree № 399/2003 from 6th August 2004, blackened us (24 citizens of Czech and Slovak Republics) before them and demanded our deportation as well as a prohibition of entrance in Ukraine. A direct consequence of the activities of Card. L. Husar was that 5 citizens of CR and SR have already been given such prohibition. The Security Service of Ukraine (SSU) is now waiting for a canonical document of “our condemnation” (e.g. by the Synod of bishops) in order to accomplish their “job by order”. Regarding the fact that in Ukraine the Church is separated from state, the activity of Card. L. Husar by help of state authorities “by order” is illegal and immoral. 

The true reason of our liquidation is that we are preaching a sound Catholic teaching (see our book “Four Words from Ukraine” – www.community.org.ua) and defending the true Catholic character of UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church). We also are not afraid of pointing at the crisis and problems in the Church, bringing forward their positive solution. 

Against our expulsion from OSBM we appealed to the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura which by a decree № 36626(7,8)/04 CA ceased the effect of punitive decrees against us and officially announced that we still remain full members of OSBM! They informed us, too, that our cause had been passed directly to the Holy Father who would settle it himself in person. Until the final resolution “one should not introduce any changes” (see CCEO can. 1194 pt.5). With regard to this, neither the UGCC Synod, nor Card. L. Husar, nor the commission headed by H.E. Bishop Sophron Mudryi is competent in that cause. 

Another matter is our letter to the Holy Father for which the UGCC Synod wants to admonish us canonically, and punish afterwards. We are convinced that we committed no “inadmissible acts” as it was written about us in all Church journals. We were writing only about generally known facts and pointing at problems in the Church with which all are acquainted, yet afraid of speaking about them. We suppose every person has a right to know the truth, though it may sometimes be painful. 

On 3rd February 2006 H.E. Bishop Sophron Mudryi demanded from us by phone a written testimony of the genesis of our situation. We replied to him that it is necessary to take official steps and that therefore he should send us a document of his competence as well as all that is required of us. Bishop Sophron has not done so until the present day. On 20th February 2006 in the evening he informed us again that the commission mentioned wants to meet us, assigning the date and place of the meeting. We replied to him that noone had officially informed us of that matter at all and that one does not settle such serious things by telephone. On 23rd February 2006 in the evening Bishop Sophron telephoned us again and said that he had mailed by internet an announcement of a meeting assigned for 27th February 2006 at 11 o’clock in the Pidhirtsi monastery. We replied to him that internet cannot be considered an official mail and that we are still waiting for an official letter on what actually the matter is in this whole affair. Nevertheless, Bishop Sophron still demanded an official meeting, ignoring our right to a legal procedure. Until this time nobody has informed us what we did wrong, why they want to punish us and on the base of which CCEO canons. 

Taking into account the painful experience we have from the pseudo-visitation by General Superior B. Koubetch OSBM and H.E. Bishop H. Lonchyna, we demand that the matter of our letters to the Holy Father should be solved only and only by a court treatment. If anyone feels wronged by our letters, let one accuse us in front of  a competent court, or let it be done by a promoter of justice according to the CCEO norms. At the same time we remind You that we as monks of OSBM are subordinate directly to the Apostolic See. 

The so-called visitation by General Superior B. Koubetch OSBM took place as follows: General Superior was putting questions on such things that had nothing to do with the particular matter. Next he forced us to admit everything which he was blaming us for, particularly to revoke the content of the letter to the Bishops of UGCC in which we write that the OSBM leadership turned to state authorities with an aim to deport us. As we refused to do so, he said that we have a devious conscience and are disobedient. After this pseudo-visitation followed a series of illegal decrees and finally an expulsion from the Order. A deterrent lawlessness was the expulsion of Fr. Cyril Špiřík, OSBM. “In the name of sacred obedience”, he was ordered in writing to sign an arranged false document. Because he refused to commit deadly sin of perjury, he was expelled from the Order for disobedience without any opportunity for defence. All this is documented in the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura. Incomprehensible is the subsequent violation of canon laws from the side of the Secretary of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches Mons. A. Veglio, who immediately without any confrontation with us confirmed all expulsion decrees, though we had appealed against this expulsion in writing a number of times. 

The visitation by H.E. Bishop H. Lonchyna had a similar aim. It was to mask the illegal acting of the COCh employees. This Apostolic visitator did not permit to make a documentation of our common interview and did not allow our advocate to be present during the meeting, stating that we have no right to demand anything. By this he overtly ignored and violated CCEO. 

We suspect that the visitation of the so-called commission of the UGCC Synod will have a similar character. To this witnesses the fact that head of the commission H.E. Bishop Sophron Mudryi avoids any official treatment. Provincial Superior Hryhorij Hrynkiv, OSBM, likewise said in public that in March this year we would be liquidated. The next evidence of it is that Card. L. Husar along with the OSBM leadership are continually putting a pressure on state structures so that these would deport two of us from Ukraine. According to their statement SSU  is waiting for “an appropriate canonical document” (a conclusion by the commission) in order to act “correspondingly” afterwards. We thus come to a conclusion that the visitation by the above-mentioned commission is only a formal element for an already prepared resolution – a liquidation without a trial or opportunity for defence!!! Why? Because our letters to the Holy Father point at the betrayal and anti-ecclesial acting of certain high Church representatives. That commission was created on their initiative and that is why one can foresee its intentions. 

We thereby officially announce that concerning our letters to the Holy Father we refuse to speak officially with anyone beyond a due court process. We are willing to reply in this case only in the presence of a competent judge, a promoter of justice, a notary and our advocates – in accordance with CCEO. 

We ask Most Reverend Bishops not to forget the justice and the existence of the presumption of innocence. Therefore until a definite resolution of the court we ask you not to blacken us in various newspapers as if there was some guilt already proved to us and as if we had already been punished. Therefore we also demand that You refute the reports in newspapers on our so-called “inadmissible acting” as well as the information as if we were Basilians no longer. 

Asking for Your blessing,

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk, OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík, OSBM

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal, OSBM

Copies to: 

· His Holiness Benedict XVI.

· Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura

· Congregation for the Oriental Churches

· Apostolic Nuncio in Ukraine Mons. I. Yurkovych

· Bishops of UGCC

· SSU Lviv

· National Regional Council in Lviv

Address: 

OSBM Monastery

Pidhirtsi

Brody District

Lviv Region

80660

Ukraine

P.S.

What we have at heart is the good of UGCC, similarly as it is at heart of all faithful bishops, priests faithful to this Church, ones who took on the martyrish way of Golgotha 60 years ago. On 8th March this year we remind the sad event when a group of traitors from among us, headed by Fr. H. Kostelnyk, “incorporated” UGCC into the Moscow Orthodoxy whereby our Church was officially liquidated. In this anniversary all our faithful, priests and bishops in the first place, should renounce this spirit of betrayal and schism which was behind the Lviv Pseudo-synod and which, regrettably to say, is internally liquidating UGCC even nowadays (see our brochure “Golgotha of UGCC 1946-2006” and the draft of a pastoral letter on occasion of this 60th anniversary). We propose that bishops should write a solid pastoral letter concerning this event or acknowledge our variant of such letter (sent to You), one that truly shows our identity. Finally, on occasion of this anniversary it is likewise necessary to put an end to the confusion caused by the term “Orthodox” which is mentioned in the Holy Liturgy. 

The main reason of our persecution is not only our defence of the true Catholic character of UGCC but also our clear stand against the spirit of this world and against the spirit of the New Age which have penetrated into our Church. What we have at heart is not only the good of UGCC but also the real good of the whole Catholic Church. 

