An urgent appeal to all bishops of the Catholic Church
On 14th March 2009 the orthodox Catholic Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC sent an appeal to all bishops to publicly confess the true Catholic faith and to renounce the contemporary heresies which destroy the foundation of the Church and of whole Christianity. It likewise appealed to each of them to send this written confession of theirs to the Holy Father Benedict XVI by 14th September 2009. The appeal was sent by e-mail along with an enclosed confession formula.

Dear brothers in the episcopal ministry, we have to inform You that by reason of public proclamation of heresies by Archbp. R. Zollitsch the bishops of Germany and the Czech Republic were appealed to make this confession at an earlier date. Archbishop Zollitsch declared that Jesus Christ did not die for our sins but out of solidarity with the suffering. By reason of this crucial heresy the date for the confession was given so early. Unfortunately, these bishops remained in heresy and hence, according to God’s law, they fell under the punishment of anathema and, according to the canon law, under the latae sententiae penalty of excommunication from the Church. This cannot be altered by the fact that they continue – unlawfully – at the Church posts. This concerns 78 bishops altogether. Similarly, the appeal for the confession of faith received an obstinate response from the Superiors General of 14 (13+1) religious orders. As from 1st August 2009, they also incur the punishment of anathema and the latae sententiae penalty of excommunication by reason of heresies. 23 bishops of the UGCC in the diaspora and 2 bishops from Slovakia, too, have fallen under the punishment of anathema. Likewise at an earlier date the punishment of anathema fell upon the Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and upon the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples as well as upon two chief employees of the Apostolic Signatura by reason of unity with heresies. Within the last two years an anathema has fallen upon 20 bishops of the UGCC and upon the two Bishops’ Conferences of India along with 228 bishops. On 16th August 2009 anathema and excommunication fell upon 44 Vatican officials (cardinals and bishops) and upon 7 highest representatives of the Focolare movement. Next, this and last year an anathema was promulgated on 5 priests. Altogether it is 395 bishops and cardinals and 21 leading representatives of religious orders and of the Focolare movement, who are excommunicated from the Church by reason of obstinate persistence in heresies. 

More than 420 prelates are excommunicated from the Church. Only one bishop reacted immediately and confessed the faith. 
We hereby turn to all remaining bishops of the Catholic Church and ask them to confess the true faith and to renounce the contemporary heresies and the spirit of heresy according to the sent formula by 14th September 2009, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, at the latest. Unless they do so, they will be automatically excommunicated from the Church. 
Every priest in the diocese and even every lay believer has a right to appeal to his bishop in public or by a registered letter to confess the true faith and to renounce heresies. If the bishop does not do so, this priest or layman is obliged to publicly declare his automatic excommunication. We will not declare an anathema on each individual bishop who will obstinately persist in heresy. This anathema may be publicly declared by every priest and layman. Every sheep has the right to know whether its shepherd is really a shepherd or a wolf. Eternal life is at stake. The Word of God says: “Whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess and whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” (Mt 10:32-33). 
Before God and before the Church, in the name of the Triune God, we appeal to each individual bishop to publicly confess the faith and to send his confession to Pope Benedict XVI by 14th September at the latest. Unless he does so, he thus makes it manifest before the whole Church that he remains in heresies and that he denied our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Thereby he draws down a curse both upon himself and upon the entire territory entrusted to him. Every bishop will render an account of this appeal before the judgement seat of God. None of the bishops is dispensed from this appeal!

In Christ,

Bishops of the Synod of the Ukrainian orthodox Greek-Catholic Church (UOGCC)

+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Markian OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM

+ Samuel OSBM

Lvov-Bryukhovychi, 16th August 2009
Copy to: The Holy Father Benedict XVI
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