Who do you say that I am? (Mt 16:15)

 Letter to Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Introduction: 

The Christian biblical and saving faith is a living relation to our Lord and God Jesus Christ! As soon as the faith stops being a relationship and turns into a mere ideology or theological discipline, then Christianity is practically non-existent. The contemporary Christianity is an evidence of it. A litmus-paper example has been set by the film “Code da Vinci”.

We come to find that the response to the projection of this film, where Christ is morally vilified as a fornicator and sinner, is that the majority of Christians keep silent, just a few so-called “fanatics” protest. In Ukraine the sisters of the contemplative monastery of St. Elijah the Prophet lifted up their voice as support of the initiative of the Archbishop in Lviv. However, the demonstration in Lviv was participated only by 100 people. The priests, the active religious orders nor the theology students came, they kept silent, they did not defend publicly vilified Christ by their participation. This is a picture of mass apostasy from Christianity, it is a sign of loss of the Holy Spirit, loss of sensibility to the substance of Christianity which consists in one’s personal relation to Jesus. 

In Rome the film was likewise protested only by about 200 people.

This should make us stop, so that we may think over the real state of Christianity. 

1. Historic-critical theology (HCT) 

The main root of apostasy, and thus also of the loss of a living relation to Jesus, is the spirit of the world which works through HCT at theological faculties. Maybe it could be saving, as in the times of the Pope St. Pius X., if the present Pope Benedict XVI. renovated the encyclical issued by St. Pius X. 100 years ago or wrote an actual encyclical with concrete directives. But what is nowadays necessary to it is a strong support of cardinals and bishops, otherwise this spirit, which has already taken up the rule in the Church, will not yield its positions and the process of death will continue further.

It is necessary to change the formation of the new generation of priests at the root. The beginning, the centre and the final aim must be a personal relation to Jesus Christ. Then the new generation of priests and bishops can be built upon that firm ground. Fully applicable here is the motto of St. Pius X.: “To renew everything in Christ”. 

Where has the historical method drawn its strength from? From human pride. This is truthfully explained by St. Pius X. – students of theology do not want to look dull when in the name of science they are transmitted a so-called scientific teaching. What kind of spirit is hidden behind the idol of scientism and scholarship? Who will be saved by so-called academism and scientism from the sin and to whom will it give strength to sacrifice even one’s life if necessary? 

The answer: Noone will be saved and noone given strength! It is necessary to dethrone the idol of pride and receive Christ’s principal demand, and that is true humility (Mt 11:29). Moreover, neither Thomism, nor baptized Aristotelism, nor any other philosophy, nor dead theology will save us, only the living Jesus and His Gospel! Jesus speaks clearly as for the mysteries that are in the Word of God: “I thank You, Father, that You have hidden these things from the wise (theologians) and prudent (Church diplomats) and have revealed them to babes…” (Mt 11:25) St. Paul did not adhere to any philosophy, neither the one of Aristotle, nor of Platon, nor of St. Thomas. All philosophies are condemned by him – no “ancilla teologiae” (see Col 2:8; 1Cor 1:18-25) Noone has ever preached God’s Word in such power as he did! God was working miracles and confirming his word not because of his external knowledge of the Scripture, which was equally known even by the learned pharisees, but because of his love for Jesus and because of the Holy Spirit, whom he had fully received during his conversion! Even we are bound to return back to this root time and again. To us it is enough neither to go back to the times of St. Thomas when universities were being set up and the living Christianity and relation to Christ were substituted by dead scientific discipline, nor is it enough to us to return to the times of the Church Fathers. Thank God for them, but yet the root of our faith is in the times when Christ and the apostles lived. Excepting St. Paul, the apostles were common, uneducated fishermen who had no academical degrees and pursued no scholarship or scientism. Today we Christians are no longer doing internal mission; yet a big antimission is being pursued by Jehovah’s Witnesses, and not only by them but also by various sects based on hinduism and buddhism. Neither the former nor the latter need any academical education to it. Regrettably to say, most of them are former Catholics. Often there are recollections pursued on the basis of yoga and modern psychologies, which does not lead to a conversion to Christ but to an apostasy from Christ. 

The film “Code da Vinci” morally and mendaciously humiliates our Lord and Saviour. Nevertheless, priests, religious as well as students of theology can already see nothing bad in it! Why? Because they long since lost a personal relationship with Jesus through HCT where in the name of science Christ is divided into historical Christ and Christ of faith. The former is a historical person, a common man, whereas Christ of faith is a personality which is said to have been idealized by the community of believers. Such heretical system of practical unbelief is presented as the official teaching of the Church and none of those who want to become priests can escape from this system. Compared with HCT, which has already for 40 years been lectured at Catholic theology, the immoral film mentioned is only a triviality!

“Whenever (so-called theological) science promotes itself to an absolute norm, faith is exposed to a threat of destruction.” (Benedict XVI.)

Students therefore need a vital mission which in the first place will point at the person of Jesus and will help mediate inner conversion by way of a vital relation to Christ! And yet not even this is sufficient. Such student must change his lifestyle. And necessary to this is a vital community with the spirit of prayer, evangelical zealousness and true faith. Therefore the formation system (the seminaries) must guarantee these elementary conditions!

Supposing that the present priests accepted HCT while students, then they no longer have a relation to living Jesus. The Christ of R. Bultmann is no God and Saviour.

Supposing that students had the respect for other religions hammered into their heads, so now as priests they already have the spirit of syncretism and are not able to defend their faith, nor to preach Christ to unbelieving and fallen away Christians!

“The one who followed and lived according to some contemporary theology, now fully faces its effects, as for example an almost complete loss of common spiritual certainties.” (Benedict XVI.)

100 years ago (year 1907), in his encyclical “Pascendi” St. Pius X. condemned modernism which was proclaiming the same heresies as are nowadays proclaimed by HCT. Example:

“The (historical) Christ, as described by history, stands deep below the Christ who represents a subject of faith.” This heresy was condemned by St. Pius X., but HCT is spreading it at present.

“Resurrection of the Saviour is not a real historical event, but it is an unproved and unprovable phenomenon…, which was gradually deduced by the Christian community.” This heresy condemned by St. Pius X. is spread further even today through HCT.

“Provided that an exegete wants to study the Bible, first of all he has to put aside whatever prejudice as for the supernatural origin of the Scripture, and cannot interpret the Bible differently from other, purely human scripts.” This heresy likewise was condemned by St. Pius X.; nonetheless, it is further taught at theological faculties through HCT! 

Benedict XVI.: “Bultmann’s ‘historical Jesus’ is abysmally different from the Christ of faith… The exegesis which no more lives and reads the Bible within the living body of the Church turns into archeology: the dead bury their own dead!”

2. Necessity of conversion 

Without conversion and repentance the present generation of priests is unable to perceive covert sins against the First Commandment connected with apostasy! In fact, the one who does not have a living relation to Christ views Christianity as a mere ideology and such a Christian is by no means a fool for Christ’s sake like St. Paul the Apostle, one is only an ideological worker. If before the Council so-called conservatism was hindering a vital mission and reevangelization, then post-Council liberalism is doing so in a far greater extent. “Many people forget that concerning the Council the opposite to ‘conservative’ is not ‘progressive’, rather ‘missionary’!” (Benedict XVI.)

Unless there comes a spiritual awakening by way of internal mission, then the Church will remain just a spiritless organization where the dead will bury the dead (Mt 8:22). If there is no conversion, if after conversion there is no way marked out that would maintain that fire of zealousness, then laying down whatever moral demands brings only unbearable and loathsome burdens of moralism and scribery! Provided that one is to build the kingdom of God and not some human organization, then without initial conversion all is just building upon the sand! (cf. Mt 7:26-27) Unless we put Christ on the first place in our life like the apostle Paul, unless we become fools (afronés, moroi) for His sake (see 1Cor 4:10), then we will merge with the spirit of this world. 

A model of the present-day Church is the funeral home! Life is not allowed! Writing tons of canonical regulations, organizing conferences, striving to keep theology on scientific level, all this is a mere fata morgana having nothing to do with the kingdom of God! Nothing in the Church makes any sense unless the first place in the life of every Christian is given to Jesus and unless there are real conditions for spiritual life created! And this single thing, that most necessary one, is not allowed! When at last are we going to realize that today, in the year 2006, the Catholic Church is “a valley of dead bones”?! This word is the word of the Lord and is true for the present time! “These bones are the whole house of Israel (the Church)” – Ezek 37:11.

Situation in Ukraine 

Here in Ukraine there still is some foundation of faith even with the young generation. If there were an opportunity for a mission, the success would be greater than in any other state of Europe. Yet in several years or months it will be late. If only Ukraine was given an opportunity for a true Catholic and missionary opposition, that it could be given at least one diocese with one seminary where the spiritual awakening could begin. Within 16 years after the fall of communism there has been almost no adequate mission done. And when we were doing a mission for about one and a half year and it brought an awakening in the relation to Christ, the response was not only unreasonable liquidation of the mission but also of our mission group! So a mission which leads to a living relation to Jesus is prohibited in Ukraine!

Two liberal personalities from USA, Fr. I. Datsko Dr. and the present Cardinal L. Husar, have opened our Church in Ukraine after the year 1990 to the spirit of the New Age which they have dressed in so-called “Eastern spirituality”. There has been a totalitarian system of power built up that does not tolerate a true Catholic opposition. The last oppositionist bishop is permanently forced to leave his diocese as well as the border of Ukraine. 

3. Substance of Christianity  

The foundation of Christianity is built upon a living relation to Christ. He said to His disciples: “Who do you say that I am?” Again and again Jesus asked His disciples to believe in Him because only the belief in Jesus gains us eternal life. He said to them: “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life.” Another time He said: “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me…” (Mt 10:37) Unless and until man loves in this way he is not worthy to be His disciple. The apostle Peter was asked by Him three times: “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” (Jn 21:15-19) When Peter replied positively, Jesus signified to him by what death he would glorify God. Love to Christ is connected with the spiritual death of the old man in us and often even with physical martyrdom! 
Neither Confucius nor Siddhártha Gautama, the founder of buddhism, nor others demanded from their disciples to believe in them. They demanded only a belief in their pagan doctrine (Acts 26:18). Unfortunately, nowadays gurus and Dalai Lama make themselves equal with Christ by considering themselves Gods and demanding for themselves a divine respect which, in fact, is idolatry!

The true Christian faith is founded on Christ who is the only true God and Saviour, and not only on some doctrines! The core of the true Christian faith is the question: Who is Jesus? The difference between a true and a false Christian consists in the fact that the first one has a personal relation to Christ and the second one does not!
The question: “Who do you say that I am?” and “N.N., do you love Me?” concerns each Christian, and all the sooner a priest or a bishop. Each must answer it personally. 

Examples of conversion:

A few words by a former professor of HCT:

“As a student of R. Bultmann, E. Fuchs, F. Gogarten and G. Ebeling I had the most qualified teachers to offer me HCT. I worked as a professor of theology.

I irrevocably consider as rubbish all that I had taught and written before I commited my life to Jesus. Here I would like to use the opportunity and bring to Your notice that I condemned my books ‘Gleichnisse Jesu’ and ‘Studien zur Passions-Geschichte’ as well as my contributions in journals and textbooks. Whatever of this I had in my house, in 1978 I carried it to rubbish by myself and I ask you in earnest: if there is still something of it in your bookcase, do the same.” 

5th July 1985                           Prof. Dr. Eta Linnemann

Similarly to professor Linnemann, Mother Basilea Schlink, founder of a religious order, is of German nationality. Both these women intellectuals found a living relation to Christ through realizing their own weakness and a concrete sin. This knowledge led them under the cross. There is no other way to salvation than conversion and repentance. 

M. Basilea witnesses: “After my conversion, for a few years I went one way and then for a change I went some other, but I could not find the true one. The Lord answered me thereafter and granted to me that I could see the light by realizing that I was a poor sinner who had got totally wrecked and who could nothing but weep over his sins. In fact, the reason was that I was unable to compose with a sister who was making my life quite uneasy. I lost, got embittered and saw no way out. It looked like an unhealable rupture. I felt that this was not correct; nevertheless, I was not able to get out of it. The Lord enlightened my spiritual sight and gave me contrition and a weeping heart. This drove me into Jesus’ arms. For Jesus and a contrite sinner belong together. Jesus began to reveal Himself to me in His love. It was no longer some teaching or a religious stream, yet it was He Himself because He was present in my life. My reasoning yielded up… At that time two words from the Scripture shone on me, ones that He always adds with the uncompromising following: ‘For My sake’ and ‘for My name’s sake’! Thus the Lord showed me the way of uncompromising following as a way of voluntary love, at the same time giving me the key to a true Christian freedom.”
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4. Peter and John 

 In the previous letters we also proposed several models which are related with an internal revival of the mysterious body of Christ. We are enclosing one more model (see the picture).

“Bishops open to the world might have been needed, too, yet there was also a need of those who at the same time were able to stand up against the world and its negative tendencies…” (Benedict XVI.)

The root of the reform penetrates even the structure of bishops. St. Peter walked and preached together with St. John. One represented the authority, the other the charisma, but they were in unity.  Today a diocesan bishop is exposed to extreme pressures from the side of the world, that he must be, so to speak, normal, wise; however, that wisdom is not confronted with how it is seen by God, but rather how it is seen by the world. Moreover, he meets with pressures from the side of professors and intellectuals as well as of various affluent benefactors and secular representatives of power, who, unfortunately, more often than not have the spirit of the world. Standing up against them as an individual is many times impossible. 

Not even St. Peter himself managed to hold his ground against this psychological pressure. When judaists came to Antioch, for fear lest it should provoke a tension he conformed himself to them. For this coward behaviour he was very harshly rebuked by St. Paul (Gal 2:11-14).

Who can nowadays harshly rebuke a diocesan bishop? It is therefore convenient for a diocese to have two bishops in its forefront: a bishop – ordinary and a bishop – spiritual by his side, the latter having responsibility for the defence of faith and morals. He should be partly affiliated to a prophetical centre in the nation which would be subordinate to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. This Congregation represents papal authority and unity of Catholic faith. Besides this he should be affiliated to a contemplative order of people who on their knees pray for concrete problems and here seek concrete solutions. In serious situations, after prayers and fasts they would also inquire of the Lord together with this bishop. It is solely through these conditions that the Spirit of God may return into the Church and that the spiritual resurrection may come! Otherwise the Church will remain as a mere cultural organization and by no means as the pillar of the Divine truth! And concerning the bishops who are not holy, those may be addressed a harsh word of the Lord (Isa 56:10-12).

“Bishops… your task is to impersonate the voice of common faith with its common and vital inner knowledge which takes precedence of science.” (Benedict XVI.)

Conclusion:

Today the litmus-paper of the state of Christianity is the film in which Christ is morally vilified, and Christians are silent on it. It is a sign of loss of sensibility to the substance which consists in one’s personal relation to Jesus. As soon as the faith stops being a relationship and turns into a mere ideology or theological discipline, Christianity is practically non-existent. Jesus is now asking even you: “And who do you say that I am?” (Mt 16:15)

Elaborated by: 

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM 

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík ThD. Ing. OSBM
Pidhirtsi 4th June 2006 (www.community.org.ua)

Copy to: His Holiness Benedict XVI. 

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody District, Lviv Region, Ukraine
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