Why did God command Abraham to make an offering of his son?
The Basilian journal ‘Misionar’ (July 2008), the chief editor of which is Fr. Kornylij Yaremak OSBM, sets before our believers heretical views of the Holy Scripture. The article “Why did God command Abraham to make an offering of his son?” is one of the series of articles which cause a change in thinking not only with the students of theology but also with the common believers.

Quotation: “Nowadays all Bible scholars teach that the test of Abraham is no true event, but just a legendary episode.”

Response: It is a lie that this is taught by all Bible scholars. Those who teach in this way testify to the fact that they have fully opened themselves to the spirit of HCT. This spirit denies the Divinity of Christ, the inspiration of the Scripture – that means, whole Christianity. Who has opened oneself to it is already on the way of apostasy and has lost the saving faith. If such a person dies in this state, he will be eternally condemned. Unfortunately, this spiritual poison is offered to the believers in a journal which in the past was well-known for its orthodoxy and helped strengthen the saving faith. Nowadays this journal does quite the opposite and reveals what spirit of death is behind the OSBM Order. If we, who are members of this Order, were silent on the publication of the heresies, it would be a crime!
The event that happened in the life of Abraham is a real historical event and no legendary episode. So it has been taught by the Church and by the Church’s Tradition all through her existence. The new teaching of HCT is heretical and who teaches in this way is already internally excluded from the Catholic Church and from the Mystical Body of Christ in general. 
Abraham was a person chosen by God. God tested him, God spoke to him. God promised him: “I will surely multiply your offspring as the sand that is on the seashore.” (cf. Gen 22:17) His wife was barren and in her old age she bore a son. We ask: Do all these “Bible scholars” believe that God spoke to Abraham? They don’t! We ask: Do these “experts” on the Scripture believe that God promised him offspring? They don’t! Do they believe that his wife, though barren, gave birth to a son in her old age? They do not believe anything; however, they do not say it openly. They distort many things so that one cannot be able to disclose who they really are. Who has at least minimal experience with God, who has learned through faith to unite one’s spiritual and physical sacrifices with Jesus’ suffering, the one knows that the Bible scholars of HCT lie! Who perceives the reality of sin, its slavery and at the same time the covert influence of the spirit of lie and death, who realizes the essential truths of the Christian faith, the one knows that the Bible scholars of HCT are liars. Who is aware of the reality of one’s own death, of the reality that once one will appear before the Judgement of God, of the reality that one will be either eternally condemned or eternally saved, the one also clearly sees that the HCT Bible scholars lie. 
The clear teaching of the Church and of the Scripture is: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son for me, that I, who believe in Him, should not perish but have eternal life.” (cf. Jn 3:16) God spoke to Abraham, spoke to the prophets, at many times and in many ways God spoke; in these last days He has spoken to us most powerfully by His only begotten Son (cf. Hebr 1:1-2).

I know that I was not redeemed with gold or silver but with the precious blood of the only begotten Son of God (cf. 1Pt 1:18-19). A common believer has experience that God speaks to him by his conscience as well as by various events. If I am really not just some listener – a wiseacre, like all the Bible scholars of HCT, if I do God’s Word, I know that their theories are a pack of lies and so-called legends, and that they themselves are disseminators of unbelief. Suggestively, though covertly, they poison the souls with the spirit of unbelief so that these are no longer able to live by faith but remain in the slavery of sin. They do not give the Lord Jesus the first place in their lives and inconspicuously deny all the basic truths that lead to salvation. These “Bible scholars” are really false prophets who destroy the saving faith and present only human theories, human philosophies and human wisdom based on lie. However, the Apostle Paul calls this wisdom foolishness (cf. 1Cor 1:20). If we deny Abraham’s test, the following statement of the Holy Scripture is valid no more either: “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac ... He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.” (Hebr 11:17-19)
In his Epistles to the Romans chap. 4 and Galatians chap. 3 the Apostle Paul looks into the deep truths about the substance of the saving faith and these deep truths he connects with Abraham! If “all Bible scholars” cast doubt upon Abraham’s test of faith they thus cast doubt upon the whole Scripture as well and ruin all its foundations. 
Jesus Himself often speaks about Abraham. If the test of Abraham was just a legendary episode, Jesus would have said it. Throughout the history of the Church it would not have even occurred to anyone to cast doubt upon Abraham. However, nowadays “experts” in HCT have appeared who bring new heretical views of the Scripture and of the Gospel. These false prophets are destroying the Church, but the shepherds unfortunately do not punish these wolves, and even appoint them to the key posts. Many of these false prophets and heretics are chosen to the episcopal offices and then officially act in the name of Christ and the Church. What a crime!
The crown of the whole article is its ending part which denies the petition of the Our Father “Your will be done” and teaches to pray “my will be done and not Yours, God” instead. On page 13 the journal ‘Misionar’ 7/2008 states: “Many people are afraid to ask God ‘Your will be done’ because they think that this ‘will’ may entail tests, some even very painful, like the loss of son or of somebody else who is very dear to our heart. But the reason is just the misunderstood text about Abraham. Asking God that His will be done means to ask that we never have problems or troubles or suffering for God’s will can never involve something which causes suffering to people. To read the text about the offering of Isaac from this point of view and, in addition, with regard for the Bible means to discover that God is love, God loves children, God respects life.”
Reponse: This statement as a whole is false. The author in consequence distorts even the sense of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. This statement is “a different gospel” which does not take into account eternal condemnation, the reality of sin, nor eternal life! The highest value is not this life but eternal life. God really is Love but at the same time He is also the Truth. He loves us and wants our eternal salvation. However, if we follow the way of sin leading to eternal perdition, we ourselves cause our suffering, and He permits it so that we may learn from pain and suffering, attain to God’s wisdom and be saved. 
Fr. K. Yaremak, Misionar’s editor, is responsible for the issue of this article; however, besides him the responsibility also falls on the OSBM superiors – Fr. J. Chverenchuk, Provincial Superior, and Fr. B. Koubetch, General Superior. If this journal will continue to publish articles like this, we call upon all the believers of the UGCC: Do not read the journal ‘Misionar’, because it endangers your eternal salvation! Next, unless the three above-mentioned representatives of OSBM repent adequately, they thus make manifest that they have united with the spirit of apostasy and therefore before God they are already excluded from the Mystical Body of Christ – the Church. If they died in this state, they would be eternally condemned!
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