Year of St. Paul
Introduction

The Holy Father Benedict XVI declared the year 2008-2009 the year of St. Paul. What is the sense of this declaration? To set St. Paul as a pattern for every Christian and above all for the one who consecrated oneself to God and decided to serve wholly to Him whether as a layman or a religious, a priest or a bishop. The call of St. Paul refers even to us: “Become as I am.” (cf. Gal 4:12)
In this year the crisis in the whole Church is increasing. Many God-consecrated people have received the spirit of the world, the spirit of New Age and become misleaders of God’s people. They are preaching a different gospel from the one that was preached by the Apostle Paul. They are preaching a different Christ from the One that was preached by St. Paul. They are receiving a different spirit from the one that the Apostle received. There is only one solution leading to salvation: Repentance – change of thinking! (metanoien)
How to repent? First of all one has to renounce the spirit of neopaganism (New Age) manifesting itself through overt and covert forms of pagan philosophies (a teaching about reincarnation and other buddhist and hindu myths and legends).
One also has to renounce the spirit and practices of historic-critical theology (HCT) which treats the God-inspired Scripture as a collection of myths and legends. It is, however, buddhism and hinduism which is based on myths and legends and not Christianity which in its foundation has the truth of God’s Word – the Holy Scripture.
One has to renounce the false respect for paganism (false interpretation of the declaration Nostra aetate). Concretely it is necessary to repent of the gesture of John Paul II in Assisi (1986, 2002) which is interpreted in such a way that we and the pagans worship one and the same God and that pagan idolatry is an equal way of salvation as Christianity. This is a deceit and heresy!
Next, we are to give Christ the first place in our life and to preach Him uncompromisingly like St. Paul! Let us think over some of his statements and receive the same Spirit of truth and zealousness as he did. 
St. Paul points at those who rebel against God and who are spiritually dead. 
“These people are spiritually dead for their trespasses and sins, they are obedient to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.” (cf. Eph 2:1-2)
What did God do for us?

“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (Col 1:13-14)

We must no longer walk as the Gentiles do. St. Paul calls: 

“Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God.” (Eph 4:17-19)
“Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light.” (Eph 5:6-14)
The true mission is connected with the spiritual battle of faith.
Saint Paul calls even to us: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armour of God.” (cf. Eph 6:10-13)
Will all receive the good news of salvation (the Gospel)?
“(However, they) will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” (2Tim 4:4) (reincarnation, homoeopathy)
“God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him.” (2Tim 2:25-26)
Persecuted by the nearest ones
“You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes.” (2Tim 1:15)

“For Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica...” (2Tim 4:10)

“Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. You also must beware of him.” (2Tim 4:14-18) 
The Apostle suffers for the sake of Christ and His Gospel as a criminal. “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound!” (2Tim 2:8-9)
The Apostle Paul is a pattern for us of a Christ’s disciple, His witness and martyr. He was a true apostle. Let us too become like him! All began in Damascus – through conversion! (see Acts 9:1-18)
In conclusion, it is necessary to put the following question both to ourselves and to different apostles: “Do you have the same Spirit as the Apostle Paul?” “Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.” (Rom 8:9)
