You shall have no other gods

Letter to Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church

Introduction:

In his pastoral letter “Christ or Aquarius” Cardinal G. Danneels points out four pillars of the currently spreading New Age movement. These pillars are: 

1) ostensible scientific basis (spiritism and science);

2) new psychologies; 
3) spirituality of the Orient; 
4) occultism.
Our letter is divided into four parts. Its purpose is to point at the common root of false spirituality, which is spiritism. False spirituality – paganism – nowadays New Age is not atheism but a belief in and experience with gods against which the First Commandment of the Decalogue warns us: “You shall have no other gods…” (Deut 5:7-10)

I. Spiritism and science

The First Commandment of the Decalogue  
“I am the Lord your God… you shall have no other gods…, you shall not worship (have respect for) them or serve them.” (Deut 5:6-9)

Destroyed foundations

The Word of God says: “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Ps 11:3) We are asking: What to do when the foundations of faith and morals in the Catholic Church are destroyed? There are three possibilities:

1) To leave the Catholic Church, which has already been done by many. 

2) To remain in the Church at the price that I will worship other gods or tacitly tolerate them within. 

3) To remain in the Church but at the price that I will be “numbered with criminals” (Lk 22:37) and crucified. 
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This is the question of hundreds of thousands of nameless who do not want to worship other gods and are being killed in silence in the name of obedience. Even in this time there is a silent liquidation going on, affecting those “who have not bowed their knee to Baal” (Rom 11:4). Naturally, the liquidation is carried out by help of psychological intrigues, lies and half-truths, in order to carefully disguise the main reason – faithfulness to Jesus Christ and to His bleeding mystical body – the Church. 

Sins against the first commandment are so much hidden (occult) that even a number of religious and priests due to lack of knowledge are propagating many practices of magic and divination or are silent on them! 
Complement to the picture: Spiritism – that is spirits of lie working through all forms of magic and divination! 

Deut 18:10-11 enumerates and prohibits 9 spheres of occultism. Each sphere contains more or less concrete magic and divinatory practices.  

1. Initiation, opening oneself; here it was a concrete rite of letting one pass through fire (forms of initiation are different in TM, in reiki, in Silva’s method, initiation of a satanist, shaman, free mason…). The gate to spiritism is opened by various philosophies, theosophies, anthroposophies, New Age philosophies, gurus, oriental meditations, so-called expansion of consciousness, drugs, hypnosis, … 

2. Divination (Hebrew ‘kósem’) (200 forms): by coffee, cards, by help of dowsing-rod, location of geopathogenic zones, radioesthesis (pendulum), kinesiology, …

3. Astrology (‘mo‘nén’): horoscopes, condition-grams, …

4. White magic (‘manahesh’): various kinds of alternative medicine, natural healing connected with magic, Tibetan, Chinese healing, …  

5. Black magic (‘manasheb’): satanism, voodoo cult and music connected with it, witchcraft, …

6. Folk magic (‘hóber haber’): folk superstitions, spells, conjurations, wax casting, cinders, …

7. Spiritism as a form of magic (‘shóel ob’): magnetism, transcendental meditation, homoeopathy, acupuncture, acupressure, Chinese massage therapies, reiki, Silva’s method, gurus, channeling, rebirthing, materialization, phenomena of double appearance, levitation, telekinesis, telepathy, holotropic breathing, … 

8. Soothsaying (‘jiddóni’): paradiagnostics, irisdiagnostics, diagnoses even at a distance performed e.g. by priest F. Ferda (in Czech Rep., 1970-91), …
9. Spiritism as a form of divination (‘dóresh el hamatím’): parapsychology, psychotronics, modern psychologies, Sri Chinmoy, drugs, worship of the Mother Earth (Gaia), reincarnation, …

The Scripture concludes: “Whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord.” (Deut 18:12)

Note: Some particular forms cannot be differentiated exactly because many elements overlap. Modern forms of magic and divination are really covert, but they open human soul to the influence of evil spirits, that means to spiritism. 

· CCC 2116: “All forms of divination and magic are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices... Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to diviners (mediums) ...” 

· CCC 2117: “All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at one’s service and have a supernatural power over others - even if this were for the sake of restoring their health – are gravely contrary to (the first commandment) the virtue of religion. These practices are even more to be condemned when accompanied by the intention of harming someone, or when they have recourse to the intervention of demons (fallen angels). Wearing charms is also reprehensible.” 

· CCC 2112: “The first commandment condemns polytheism (e.g. hinduism, lamaism).”

· CCC 2113: “…Many martyrs died for not adoring ‘the Beast’ (Rev 13-14) … Idolatry rejects the unique Lordship of God (Yahweh).”

Punishment for idolatry

“But if thine heart turn away, so that thou shalt worship (have respect for) other gods, and serve them; I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish.” (Deut 30:17-18) The history of Israel was turning round this main commandment. When the nation inclined to idolatry, which has its power in magic, divination and spiritism (cf. Deut 19:9-14), then there came wars, captivity, diseases… As a consequence of these sins there followed a punishment – an exile to Babylon (722 B.C.). All kings of Judaea and Israel are judged by one criterion – whether they were idolaters, or whether they worshipped the Lord (cf. 2Chron 11:36). 

When preaching the full Gospel in the New Testament, it was necessary not only that people should believe in Christ, but also that they should break up with the spirit of paganism. The diviner in Philippi was building up the very best reputation for the Gospel preachers (Acts 16:16); however, St. Paul cast this spirit out. 
St. Paul preached the Gospel in fullness; that means that he brought not just the good news of salvation, but he was also pointing at the danger of darkness hidden behind paganism.

He did so e.g. when encountering the sorcerer on Cyprus (cf. Acts 13:1-12). If St. Paul had tolerated the magician, the whole island would have remained in the darkness of paganism. However, he stood up in the Holy Spirit against the spirit of darkness and the sorcerer turned blind.

In Ephesus, where the Apostle was preaching Christ, the people who were converted burned occult literature which totalled 50.000 pieces of silver (cf. Acts 19:18-20). Modern “theologians” would say that apostle Paul was a fundamentalist! How much of similar literature propagating occultism and paganism has been spread within the last 20 years! Each truly converted Christian should make a purification of his house; not only from occult literature but from occult symbols as well. 

What most dulls simple believers is so-called white magic by help of which one is to be “helped, healed”. It is prohibited because in its root there is the same spirit as in black magic and it leads to the same goal. The Pastoral Letter of the Tuscan Bishops begins like this: “‘Whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord.’ (Deut 18:12a) The Biblical admonition is nowadays more actual than ever before. Therefore as bishops of Tuscany we feel obliged to clearly present it (this admonition) to our believers. For we are witnesses of a precarious return to magic practices. Based on the most recent statistics, there are almost 12 millions of ‘users of magic’ in Italy. This fact is pointing at existential disorientation.” (15th April 1994)
Spiritism

Moses names 9 practices through which man opens himself to the influence of demons. 

Saul is facing a hard battle. He tries to enquire the Lord; however, God answers him neither by dreams, nor by urim, nor by prophets (cf. 1Sam 28:6). 

Instead of genuine repentance, Saul solves the situation by choosing a means which in God’s eyes is called abomination. He visits a woman who occupies herself with invocation of the spirits of the dead. After a short dialogue the woman proceeds to the black craft. In reality, through her – as a medium – speak demons who appear in the name of a concrete dead person. She allegedly conjures up the not long deceased prophet Samuel. The spirit that works through this God-prohibited activity quotes a generally known truth. However, in conclusion he pronounces a concrete prophecy: “Tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me!” The fact is that his three sons were killed in the battle and Saul dies as a self-murderer! “Thou shalt be with me!” With whom? With Samuel who already was in Abraham’s bosom with the other just (cf. Lk 16:22), or with that demon which was imitating Samuel? Instead of repentance, instead of turning to God, Saul turns to the spirit of darkness and thus completes his unbelief and wilfulness (1Sam 15:22). 

Spiritism has existed for time immemorial and is connected with paganism, with respect for false gods (demons). A strong wave of spiritism came in the 19th century from USA and the whole Christian world was heavily influenced by it. A. Hitler fell under its influence, too. He was born in Austria, in a region where spiritism was practised at that time. Behind it is a spirit of curse, spirit of death, spirit of paganism. The future “leader” likewise opened himself to such a spirit, or spirits, and became an implement of curse and punishment. His death was similar as with the king Saul – self-murder. 

In the first half of the 20th century the Christian faith in CR was influenced by the experiments and literature of B. Kafka who performed these experiments on hypnotized mediums which he called subjects. In order to disguise his activity he used scientific and Catholic terminology. Noone suspected that the matter here was Church-prohibited spiritism (24th April 1917, AAS 9). The experiments were termed scientific and the approach was termed experimental parapsychology. 

Spiritism, which was the essence of that all, is described by his son in the book “Parapsychology”. In Bílá Třemešná (CR) (1912) B. Kafka got acquainted with the headmaster of the school who was an experienced spiritist and occultist. He initiated him into spiritism. When B. Kafka discovered that many people fell under his hypnotic influence, he began to occupy himself with hypnosis and magnetism (mesmerism) which are closely connected with spiritism. In place of the term “medium” he used the term “subject”. Through their ignorance the majority of priests were building up a reputation of his experiments. 

By help of a medium, the so-called subject, he received special information and by help of this subject he was even able e.g. to kill a dog at a distance, which he did several times in his experiments: “Then I asked the subject to kill a dog. At my desire he began to affect one. The dog stopped barking and crawled into the kennel. After 12 minutes the subject announced to us: ‘He is dead.’ The friends of the experiment were throwing stones on the kennel but the dog came out no more. The friend Pich pulled the dead dog out of the kennel.” Kafka adds: “These and similar phenomena – double appearance, levitation, materialization, telekinesis, telepathy and other, which formerly were denoted as occultism, are now called parapsychology.” 

Here arises the question of black magic. Shamans have rule over pagans and keep them in darkness, and they can likewise send diseases and even death upon these serfs of theirs. Through spiritism work demons, so-called unknown energies, e.g. in such a way that one is able with a finger to lift a person sitting on a chair, something similar is realized through so-called levitation. Spiritism has always been tied to paganism and even to hypnosis! The Church prohibited both spiritism and hypnosis (Sanctum Officium 1847,1856). 

At the beginning of the 20th century originates the New Age Movement. A disciple of H. Blavatska, A. Bailey – a spiritist medium – receives by means of automatic writing a programme for this spiritual movement. In this automatic writing the hand of the writing person is not guided by his/her will, but by a demonic spirit. So the whole New Age movement is built on spiritism. It has these four pillars: 1) ostensible scientism, 2) new psychologies, 3) spirituality of the Orient (hinduism, buddhism), 4) occultism.

One of the followers of this stream was Anton La Vey, the founder of the Satanic Church. At that time also B. Kafka, S. Freud, C.G. Jung, R. Bultmann, P. Teilhard de Chardin performed their activity. 

In the 60-ties yoga connected with hinduism started to spread worldwide and later on gurus appeared as gods of the New Age. Films propagating martial arts raised a wave of sympathy to buddhism. Almost in every town schools of martial art are being established. What is most tragical about it is the blindness of priests and believers who up to this day are unable to discern that this is not a question of mere sport, but of  spirituality which leads young Christians to apostasy. 

Contemporary relativism wipes out the border between truth and lie, between good and evil. This is a part of oriental thinking and philosophy together with the teaching about reincarnation which deprives man of  responsibility by giving a false possibility of purification in future lives. All this denies the basic Christian truths. 

What helped towards the liquidation of living faith inside Christianity was so-called historic-critical theology which denies the inspiration of the Scriptures as well as the saving faith in Jesus. 

Conclusion:

Spiritism – that is spirits of lie – works through all forms of magic and divination. CCC rejects all forms of magic and divination.
The apostle Paul not only preached the Gospel but he also stood up against the powers of darkness. 

Instead of repentance Saul turned to the spirit of darkness and died as a self-murderer. 

Contemporary spiritism is enwrapped in scientific terminology. The founder of the New Age A. Bailey was a spiritist medium. The whole movement is built on spiritism, on communication with other gods – demons. 

The First Commandment of the Decalogue says: “I am the Lord your God… you shall have no other gods…, you shall not worship (have respect for) them or serve them.” (Deut 5:6-9)

II.  New psychologies

Introduction:

The term spiritism does not express just ostensible invocation of the spirits of the dead but it also is a contact with the spiritual world, with so-called cosmic energies which are intelligent. God’s Word calls them gods with small g or demons. The prohibition against the worship of and respect for them is defined for us in the First Commandment. 

Let us notice: 

a) relation of spiritism to hypnosis;

b) relation of spiritism to magnetism;

c) relation of C.G. Jung to spiritism;

d) two modern forms of spiritism;

e) new psychologies in the sacrament of penance;

f) new psychologies with religious sisters.

ad a) Relation of spiritism to hypnosis

The substance of hypnosis: Hypnosis is a method based on suggestion, which necessarily means that what happens here is, at least to a certain extent, a process of subdual of one person by another. Such a state may, and it occurs quite often, cause mental harm and sometimes it may even bring about loss of mind and that in a completely unforeseen manner. MUDr. P. Madre, who had experience with hypnosis, but later dissociated himself from it, testifies: “Suggestion (autosuggestion, autohypnosis and hypnosis) always represents some real danger. It makes no difference whether it is performed as a theatrical show or as a psychotherapy or in so-called parapsychological experiments. By means of suggestion one opens a way for dangerous factors. Concerning the practice of hypnosis in connection with occultism or parapsychology, in such cases the consequences are terrible and the demonic power immense.” 

In his book Wandering ways to health, MUDr. M. Heide writes: “Nowadays one is offered a wide range of literature on medical hypnosis… However, the doctor who applies this method is unfit for God’s service!” The old pagan demonic art of suggestion and hypnosis, which was used by the ancient nations for the purpose of divination, has appeared again under the innocent guise of so-called modern science and thus almost undisturbedly it is preparing the way for other “modern” blinding “methods of therapy”.  

The attitude of the Church: Sanctum Officium in 1847, 1856 and 26th July 1899 warns against the danger of hypnosis. The Orthodox Church in Russia permits its believers no use of hypnosis up to the present day (neither in medicine, nor in psychiatry, nor in any kind of “scientific” experiments). 

Even hypnosis applied in medicine has negative effects upon man – depressions, anxiety, certain psychic disorders and dependence on the hypnotizer. 

S. Freud writes on hypnosis: “This practice reminds of magic, conjuration and whatever kind of witchcraft.” Unfortunately, it not only reminds of them, it even leads to them. As with the Czech hypnotizer and parapsychologist B. Kafka who performed so-called scientific experiments through hypnotic sleep, it was similar with  S. Freud. In fact, they both occupied themselves with “scientific” spiritism! 

His theories of psychoanalysis were shaped on the basis of experiments with a hypnotized patient (i.e. with a  medium). During these experiments the patient “recalled” incidents from his early childhood, of which he had not been conscious by that time. This is how the theory of the subconscious was formed. As we presently observe from the development of contemporary psychological approaches, the parallel between Freud’s opinion on determination of the present of man by his early childhood, and the teaching about reincarnation is not accidental. It is likewise necessary to have a critical view of his interpretation of dreams. Freud was an enemy of Christianity. 

Freud’s disciple was C.G. Jung who built all his “scientific” activity on spiritism. S. Freud did not take Jung’s experience with spirits too seriously at first; however, later he admitted “a need of parapsychology and the reality of occult phenomena.” (C.G. Jung: Memories, Dreams, Reflections; Pantheon 1963, p. 155)

In addition to the experiments with hypnosis S. Freud made experiments with drugs (cocaine) which ended up with the death of one of his friends. It is known that drugs are one of the ways to a so-called “expansion of consciousness” – that means to opening oneself up for demonic powers. 

The relation of hypnosis and spiritism is expressed by MUDr. M. Heide: “By means of this ‘science’ (hypnosis) one is violating the virtue and laying the foundation for spiritism!”

ad b) Relation of spiritism to magnetism

Magnetism is connected with magic and spiritism. One therefore cannot judge it separately from other occult practices. Magnetic motions and burning of so-called “negative energies” over a candle has nothing in common with the biblical: “They will lay hands on sick and they will recover.” (Mk 16:18) What is nowadays called biomagnetism or magnetism etc. in reality has nothing to do with the common physical phenomena. It is all just an abuse of terms and hiding magic practices under the guise of science. 

Prof. MUDr. V. Zikmund DrSc. writes on the abuse of scientism: “One is creating an impression of scholarship and professional knowledge when in giving names to diverse and scientifically ungrounded assumptions and notions one is using such terminology which in science reminds of the accepted approaches (and terms).” (Medicine Monitor 6/95, p. 36-37)

An extract from the book “The Life of Venerable A.K. Emmerich” by P. Schmöger: “In January 1821 I had a vision of magnetism and hypnosis. The realm of darkness was shown to me in three domains. The lowest, darkest sphere included all that relates to black magic and overt service to the devil. The second sphere was a complex of superstition and sensuality. The third one was a complex of rationalism, liberalism and free masonry. These spheres were connected with one another. In the lowest sphere I noticed magnetic and magic remedies (note: homoeopathy), magnetic and hypnotic states as particularly suitable ways by which the realm of darkness seizes man for itself. I saw there various relations and practices which were considered normal and permitted, namely the healing of people by help of magnetism. I saw something abominable between the magnetizer – hypnotizer and these patients.”

Note: K. Emmerich lived in those times as the founder of homoeopathy S. Hahnemann and the renovator of hypnosis, spiritism and so-called magnetic healing A. Mesmer. They both were friends and both were blasphemers and enemies of Christ. Sanctum Officium condemned magnetic practices on 4th August 1856, DS 2823-25.

Example: A certain priest was cured through a magnetizer. Everything was good, but after some time he fell mortally ill. When his parishioners visited him, they reminded him to receive the last sacrament; however, he rejected and died in impenitence. 

ad c) Relation of C.G. Jung to spiritism

From his very childhood Jung occupied himself with spiritism. Spirits were visiting the house of his mother, so as a small child she had to keep them so long until her father (a medium) and at the same time a protestant priest wrote his Sunday sermon. Jung himself writes about his mother that “at night she turned queer, like some augur… archaic and cruel”. (C.G. Jung: Memories, Dreams, Reflections; Pantheon 1963, p. 50) During his studies Jung took part in spiritistic seances whereat a supposed spirit of his grandfather spoke through the mouth of Jung’s cousin. Jung, who was an occultist for all his life, tried to keep his connection with mediumism in secrecy. His thesis “Psychology and Pathology of so-called Occult Phenomena” was unknown for a long time as well. Jung became a disciple of S. Freud, but he severed contact with him in 1912. At the time when he was on the verge of psychic breakdown, he received a “spiritual leader” – “Philemon”. This demon, spirit-leader, helped him discover things that testified his main theories on “the collective unconscious” and “archetypes”. Jung writes about Philemon: “He represented power which was not mine… it was him who enlightened me on my mediumic objectiveness, on the existence of soul. He was an extremely mysterious figure to me. Sometimes he became very real, like a living person. I used to walk with him in the garden. To me he was the one whom Hindus call a guru.” (p. 183)
Only at the end of his life Jung confessed that all his work and writings were by no means a science, but they originated in frightful experience with spirits who often attacked him and almost drove him crazy. Jung mythologized his spiritual experience and denominated it as “exteriorization” of suppressed desires, memories, fears and archetypes originating from the mythical collective unconscious. His work Seven Preachings to the Deceased was written under the influence of these spiritual beings within the span of three evenings. In the answers to the basic questions on God, world and man, which he asked the spirits, is encompassed the entire core of his later work in the field of psychology.  (p. 155)

We can see that the very root of modern psychology (Freud and Jung) is poisoned and rotten. We therefore cannot wonder that the whole contemporary psychology is saturated with occultism and false mysticism (mainly by that of the Orient). 

ad d) Two modern forms of spiritism

C. Rogers, the founder of humanistic psychology, does not conceal his participation in spiritistic seances. The Union of Humanistic Psychology congress participants were in August 1987 bringing one another into  channeling, rebirthing, energy healing, metaphysical counselling, whereat the traditional morning meditation – yoga and aerobic – was supplemented by several new techniques of the method of “brain hemispheres synchronization”. However, with whom in fact was the synchronization realized? With the spiritual energies of spiritism!!!

What is “channeling”? A transfer of information through mediums. It is a certain form of spiritism. (An example of channeling: the popular “revelation” of Atlantis..., which, of course, is a nonsense.)

What is “rebirthing”? It is bringing people through hypnosis to spiritism and then into their supposed previous lives. Rebirthing presumes and supports false hinduistic teaching on so-called reincarnation. Raymond Moody in his book “Life before Life” suggestively describes his 9 previous lives. This crazy assertion originated through so-called rebirthing. 

Both forms (channeling, rebirthing) are a constituent part of so-called modern psychology which is based on hypnosis and spiritism (Freud, Jung, Rogers).

These psychologies do not lead to true psychohygienics and to the true healing of soul injured by sin and bad habits; on the contrary, they lead to even deeper dependences.

These psychologies do not point at true spiritual life, at the true good, truth, justice, pure love and mercy founded upon the Decalogue and upon the teaching of the Gospel! These psychologies do not provide information and means to true freedom which is only in Christ. They do not offer the means how souls can disembarass themselves of dependence on drugs, of dependence on moral impurity, bad music, nor give they power in the fight against egoism. They do not warn against the danger to which the soul is exposed through occultism and spiritism; however, they are doing quite the contrary – they offer false spirituality based on spiritism and occultism, they do not open souls to the Holy Spirit and to Christ but to demons and to Antichrist. They do not point at the true needs of human soul – at the yearning for true happiness which can be accomplished only in God! They do not point at the real root of depressions and sorrow which lies in both the pesonal and the original sin. The way out of these states is not psychoanalysis which though pointing at the past evil which lies at the bottom of one’s soul, does not give a solution, this solution being only in Jesus Christ who took upon Himself even these guilts and sins and paid God’s justice on the cross for them. New psychologies, similarly to the oriental religious systems, are by way of meditations killing God’s voice in the soul, which is our conscience, and lead to cynicism, to the rejection of truth and to false self-divinization: “You shall be as gods.” (Gen 3:5)

This whole system of lie which is built on the spiritual roots of hypnosis and spiritism contradicts the natural and revealed truth and is disguised by a veil of so-called science. Therefore these modern psychologies are one of the four pillars of the New Age movement, as it was pointed out by Card. G. Danneels in his book “Christ or Aquarius”. 

ad e) New psychologies in the sacrament of penance

In the Catholic Weekly 38/2006 in CR one can find several articles which propagate psychoanalysis. One of these articles has a title: “Knowledge of psychology is a necessity for the confessors nowadays”. The text reads: “So to be a good confessor nowadays no longer means to be just a pious and willing-hearted servant of God’s mercy…” And then the confessors are given new guidelines: 

1) One needs to adopt these guidelines and leave the “antiquated models of the past”. 

2) To get acquainted with the results of psychological and psychoanalytical work.  

3) To know the experts from the helping services (psychologists and psychoanalysts) and to consult them. 

4) To lead the believers to look at the work of these experts positively and get rid of any prejudice against these things… to receive with gratitude a contingent offer of professional help.  

What can we say to that? Card. J. Ratzinger, the present Holy Father Benedict XVI., says: “I feel more and more uneasy when hearing with how big disrespect one is speaking about the previously common manner of the confession which is now labelled as ‘schematic’, ‘superficial’ and ‘anonymous’, and more and more bitterly sound to me the self-praises of some priests who recount to me their confessional dialogues. In a deluge of analytic interpretations they barely leave space for the sense of personal sinfulness. However, I do not want to say thereby that there could not exist an adequate reform of the external form of confession…” (Dialogues with V. Messori, 1984)

Modern psychologies seek to supply a healthy spiritual life. This trend was expressed by Card. J. Ratzinger more than 20 years ago: “When visiting one Catholic bookshop in Latin America, I noticed there (and not only there) that religious books suddenly disappeared and were substituted by loads of psychoanalytical guides. Theology is often substituted by psychology, and that by the very modern one.” Nothing against deeper and more effective experience of the sacrament of penance. One can point at actual shortcomings of spiritual life. These shortcomings are nowadays often pointed at by various sects, too, and they are right, but the tragedy is that one is then shown a wrong way how to solve the problem. The result is similar to a lesser operation which was successful, but the patient did not wake from narcosis. 

The reform of this sacrament cannot be performed by people who instead of the foundation in Christ have a different one, which is in historic-critical theology, uncritical respect for other religions, Freud, Jung and thus also New Age spirituality. It is necessary to realize that the heaviest punishments, not even excepting deprival of clerical service, are inflicted upon a priest for an abuse of the sacrament of penance for the reason of temptation to sin against the sixth and the ninth commandment (see CIC 1387 and CCEO  1458). This modern age needs not only pious but even holy priests who follow Christ in truth like Paul the Apostle. Their experience of living Christ, who heals entirely, may afterwards be passed over by them to others, particularly in the sacrament of penance. 

ad f) New psychologies with religious sisters

After the fall of communist regime in 1990 there were a lot of religious vocations in Ukraine. Liberal religious, who came from USA and are in the forefront of the so-called Patriarchal Commission for Religious,  by introducing new psychologies aim at the liquidation of monastic life! Religious sisters attend so-called recollection performed by Jesuit fathers which practically deals with psychoanalytic and psychological practices mixed with the oriental spirituality. One psychological method is that the religious sister is to look in the eyes of a religious priest (in Ukraine it is a Carmelite) and at the same time to speak spontaneously about her feelings and thoughts. Supposing that afterwards such religious sister has problems with purity and leaves the religious institute, then it is only the consequence of these psychologies! Nonetheless, the poor sisters must go through these and similar experiments! There are also various meetings and courses taking place, e.g. for religious superiors or e.g. one-week-long courses for sisters before perpetual vows etc. These meetings and courses are carried out on the basis of modern psychologies and these supply the spiritual life. Similar psychological courses are organized this year also by the Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) in Lviv. The Patriarchal Commission likewise promotes an introduction of psychological courses for confessors so that in future only these priests will have the right to confess and “form” religious sisters. 

Card. J. Ratzinger expressed himself to such activities as early as 1984: “There is a great confidence in those profane confessors, in those ‘experts on souls’, who are supposed to be psychologists and psychoanalysts… the crisis of sisters of many religious institutes was caused exactly by this… such searching  and experimenting, whereat one often unbosoms one’s heart to self-appointed experts, frequently led to a heavy burden upon the psychical life of the religious sisters and that as with those who remained so with those who left the institute.” (An example is Quebec – Canada. Between 1961-1981 the number of religious sisters dropped from 46 933 to 26 294, that is by 44%. New religious vocations receded by 98,5%.) Now these “successful reforms” came even to Ukraine. Since the contemplative sisters of the monastery of St. Elias the Prophet resist them, they are exposed to intrigues and pressures from the side of psychological reformators who are shielded by the Church authority and appeal to holy obedience in relation to their reforms. Cardinal J. Ratzinger further says: “A serious crisis can be seen in the orders and congregations of active life, where spiritual life is pushed aside by work activities. One then encounters here even uncritical enthusiasm about the unfiltrated flow of psychologies and psychoanalyses from various directions inside the monasterial walls. All this gave cause for the loss of identity and motivation for religious life!” It is necessary to point at the connection between psychologies and oriental spirituality. Cardinal J. Ratzinger continues: “In some monasteries the cross had to give ground to the symbols of Asian religious tradition. At some places the former prayers disappeared and yielded to the meditation techniques of yoga and zen.” It is necessary to emphasize that modern psychologies are one of the pillars of the New Age, similarly as the oriental spirituality (zen, yoga). Behind them both is hidden spiritism. 

Conclusion: 

S. Freud made experiments with a hypnotized person (medium) which gave rise to psychoanalysis and the theory of the subconscious. These discoveries and the theory of sexuality (libido) brought no light or moral strength either to Christianity or to the mankind in its fight against sin and spiritual darkness! 

The psychology of C.G. Jung is built on experience with spirits (spiritism). These helped him discover the theory of the collective unconscious and archetypes. By their theories both founders supported the teaching about reincarnation which denies the foundations of Christianity.  

Through channeling, rebirthing and various methods of so-called synchronization of brain hemispheres modern psychologists open themselves to spiritism – spirituality. These new psychologies intend to enliven the sacrament of penance and religious life. However, the fruit of this “enlivening” activity is not spiritual life but spiritual death!

The term spiritism does not only denote ostensible invocation of the spirits of the dead, but it is also a contact with the spiritual world, with so-called cosmic energies which are intelligent and whose aim is the eternal perdition of souls. God’s Word calls them gods with small g or demons. The worship of and respect for them is abomination and is prohibited by the First Commandment!  

ІІІ. Spirituality of the Orient

Introduction: 

The third pillar of the New Age is the spirituality of the Orient. God’s Word speaks about preparation of the way for the kings from the east and about three demons (Rev 16:12-14).

Martial art is connected with terms like “tao”, “yin”, “yang”, with opening oneself for or harmonization with energies. This is opening oneself for demons, this is hidden spiritism. 

Methods of therapy: Acupuncture is a spiritual healing therapy, a successful healer is a medium; this is spiritism, too. 

Reiki in essence is a magical-spiritistic ritual, opening oneself for the help of demons. 

In transcendental meditation (TM) the initiatory act is idolatry. 

The method of Silva likewise is based on spiritism.

Three unclean spirits

“The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way for the kings from the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. They are spirits of demons.” (Rev 16:12-14a)

This vision may express different spiritual realities. At the turn of the second and third millenia these spiritual images can warn us against the doctrines and spirituality of the Orient, which at this time are very close to us and, above all, very dangerous! It is clear to us that behind this invasion of paganism of the Orient there is not some human power only, yet that there is a spiritual background, so that the way for the kings from the east might be prepared! We encounter here a number of oriental techniques which are uniform in that aspect that they are building up a way and are themselves called the way – judo, aikido, budo, tae-kwon-do… Even the New Age is that way! 

Are these kings earthly rulers, or spiritual rulers?! 

Three unclean spirits, which are compared to frogs, came from these sources: The first one was the dragon (the Chinese one?), the second one was the beast (through meditations some fighters identify themselves with a beast, so that they might adopt not only its deftness but its cruelty, too), the third demon came out of the mouth of the false prophet! Who, or what, is that dragon, who and what is that beast? Who is the false prophet of the east? The true prophets were pointing at the only God Yahweh. The false ones are leading away from Him! Is that prophet Buddha? Confucius? … Who is that prophet and who are those spiritual frogs? Is that frog e.g. the guru Sai Baba who says about himself that he is almighty and omnipresent and that he is the messiah? It can be the guru Bhagwan, the guru Prabhupada, founder of the sect of Hare Krishna, or the guru Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, founder of transcendental meditation, or the guru Sri Chinmoy etc. All these consider themselves gods together with the Dalai Lama and claim divine respect from their inferiors. Their doctrines and practices, which are based on hinduism and buddhism, strongly influence the contemporary Christians. The Word of God continues: “They are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world (EU Parliament, UNO…), to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” (Rev 16:14) The author of the Scripture is the Holy Spirit, He alone can reveal to us various mysteries of the Bible and this one, too! 

Martial art

In the Chinese pagan tradition there is a universal cosmic order contained in a conception of  “tao”. This is also tied with the terms “yin” and “yang”. Meditation connected with a fight consists in opening oneself to the resources of so-called “chi” energy. The fighter is aimed towards self-divinization through harmony with the spirits that surround him (spiritism).
1) Judo

To all beginners judo is presented as mere sportsart. Thus the young judo beginner first starts to feel sympathy, later he reads some literature and providing that he wants to go further and have success, he continues with meditations. Thus he opens himself up for the whole spiritual system from which judo emanates. 

2) Aikido

A Japanese term which can be translated as a way that leads to unification with the universal spirit. ‘Ki’ – means energy contained in cosmos. ‘Ai’ – means harmonization, ‘Do’ – signifies a way. What or who is that so-called universal spirit? Is it not the spirit that transformed himself into a serpent, suggestively stood up against the Word of God, cast doubt upon it and entrapped the first people? (cf. Gen 3:1-7)

‘Ai’ – harmonization. With whom? With the only and true God who is love and who gave us His Son so that we may receive Him and be saved? No, here we are covertly (occultly) presented another god with small ‘g’. ‘Ki’ – is a spirit but not the Spirit of God! ‘Do’ – is a way, but to idolatry!

3) Tai-Chi

Right from the first lesson one begins with the unblocking of energetic canals and working with energy – “chi”. Each lesson begins with “unblocking of blocked energy” and with concentration. When training oneself in the given set of exercises the stress is laid upon synchronization of breathing with precise slow exercises which often imitate motions of animals. The tai-chi courses are attended by people desiring some spirituality – and they find it there; it is largely women, who have it for some kind of oriental dance. One feels to be spiritual and studies further – chakra, aura, meditations, oriental religions… One gets in a trap without even noticing it. This is a way of gradual apostasy. 

Love has no place in martial arts, here everything is concentrated on pride, on one’s own (not that of God) way to salvation! This egocentric love leads to self-divinization, a way to eternal perdition. It is a way which in its pride refuses the true God and ends in worshipping various gods – demons and in worshipping animals as gods.

Acupuncture

It is a natural healing therapy of ancient China. It is based on pagan comprehension of the world energy and of the world spirit “tao” or “chi”. It stems from the theory of yin and yang, from philosophy encompassing  astrology, pantheism, hypnosis, and is a universal part of pagan religion. 90% doctors in Europe practise acupuncture by help of occult methods. 

There is no scientific evidence of any existence of meridianes. 

Prof. Oepen, a forensic physician from Marburg, said in a telecast: “Acupuncture is not so safe as it is being claimed” (a number of deaths, infection of hepatitis B, pneumothorax caused by inaccurate prick). And she continues: “We know neither the number of the acupunctural points nor their localization, whether they are on the surface or somewhere deep, so eventually it is not quite clear: why, when and where? to have the needles pricked.”

To the question why one acupuncturist is successful and the other not, an experienced healer replied: “One must do it the way it used to be done by the Chinese masters.” Again the question here is spirituality, that is an interconnection with the spiritual world. One must become a medium and then the spirit may guide his/her mind and hands when pricking. Who is it that “heals” here is again a spirit that works through the acupuncturist. 

Reiki

It is a method of healing based on opening and dedicating oneself to spiritual entities which are called here “universal cosmic reiki energy”. Reiki is translated as a key and a way. It indeed is a key to open oneself to demons and it also is a way, but towards apostasy from Christ. One deals here explicitly with spiritual power and spiritual healing by means of “cosmic” (demonic) energy. 

The novice undergoes a treble initiation: In the first one he acquires power to heal by laying of hands, in the second initiation he is given three magic signs and is supposed to be able to heal even at a distance. During the initiation he receives the magic signs from his master on his hands and forehead. The third stage practically is apostasy from Christ and commitment to the service of another lord. 

What is the substance of reiki? Fr. A. Posacki ThD., S.J. (Poland) gives a response: “Reiki is a magical-spiritistic ritual, opening oneself for ‘help’ of demons. The situation is analogous to TM (transcendental meditation) where the source of power and the condition of all supernatural acts is the initial act of idolatry and the invocation to spirits (demons) for help…” 

Reiki is an occult, magical-pantheistic system of opening so-called chakra. 

Is healing through reiki neutral? “Probably none of the oriental or occult methods of healing is ‘neutral’ by itself, even if it consciously or officially dissociated itself from its founders. These methods are so much soaked with the occult metaphysical ground from which they emanate that every element of their practice is firmly anchored in some religious system – reiki in buddhism.” (Fr. Andrzej Zwoliński ThD., Cracow)

Is there true recovery in these occult systems? No, there is only a shift of disease. The one who apparently was cured of kidney disorders, comes to suffer e.g. from some heart disease. 

Transcendental meditation (TM)

TM undoubtedly emanates from Hindu teachings. God is impersonal, life is a circle, reborn man can reach perfection by himself, sin can be overcome by meditations, Jesus Christ is not the Saviour of the world and the Son of God but only a prophet. This pack of heresies stems from hinduism. TM is a form of yoga. Anyone who desires to take up TM must first go through an initiation rite when one opens him/herself to Hindu deities. So this is a basic common point with spiritism. During the initiation rite the follower receives a so-called “mantra” from his master. These are names of gods – demons and the initiate repeats in Sanskrit: “I fall down before this or that divinity and invoke it”. How can a Christian, who is to invoke Christ only, repeat words with such meaning for half an hour every day? This is nothing else than idolatry, even when it is done unconsciously. In addition, during the rite of initiation the initiate receives a set of objects connected with deep symbolism. By means of these symbols man submits himself to divinities. TM is hinduism with sugar frosting on the top of it. Its sheer religious nature is cleverly hidden behind a mask of scientifically sounding words intended to trap a West-oriented man. Apart from meditation, one is to worship a godlike master (not the Lord Jesus). That “scientism” is similar as with B. Kafka, J. Silva, C.G. Jung etc. This is clear idolatry. More than 70% of people that had taken up meditations said that the meditation was the reason of their mental troubles. Often hallucinations occur. TM is a path to apostasy from Christ, but many times even to the loss of one’s health.

New psychologies speak of so-called synchronization of brain hemispheres. What is it in reality? With whom or with what are they harmonized? With clear conscience, with the voice of God in us? With the Truth? With the Spirit of Christ?! No, this is a way towards synchronization with the spirit of oriental philosophies, with spirits – so-called cosmic energy. In reality this is spiritism (a contact with fallen angels)! 

In martial art one likewise speaks about so-called harmony with the universal spirit, about work with energies. One does not say it clearly that this spirit and these energies are demons. 

Whether it is synchronization, harmonization or work with energies, the substance always is opening oneself to and receiving of spiritual energies and this is in fact old-new spiritism where demonic entities transform themselves into an angel of light. They give information and power. The condition is to open oneself, receive them and unite with them! Yet we are to open ourselves to Christ, receive Him alone and unite with the Spirit of Christ (Rom 8:9). TM is anti-Christianity, and we are opening a way to it through our ignorance! 

The method of Silva

José Silva was an active spiritist. His whole system is based on spiritism. Similarly as with B. Kafka and C.G. Jung the whole system is masked by scientific terminology which has nothing to do with proper science. The method is based on autosuggestion and autohypnosis. It speaks about frequencies of brain waves in “alpha” level 7-14 Hz. Here one is allegedly to meet (get into contact with) “higher intelligence”, but this is not God. As a part of the initial course the participants open themselves to the spirit which is behind the whole system and at the same time they are to receive two spiritual entities as advisers.

It is said that in the state of “alpha” the people trained by Silva can transform their mental powers and then penetrate into other individuals, diagnose their diseases and heal. Moreover, through an inner screen, “mental visualisation”, the people in this state are said to be able to break into the past or future and through “brain programming” cause a change in the life conditions.

Getting in contact with unknown spiritual entities is evident especially when these help the individuals win power over others. Silva’s method is, in fact, ancient spiritism dressed in scientific terminology. 

The follower of this method escapes from reality, loses logic and reason and eventually is affected with mental disorders, depressions and suicidal tendencies, because one is here opened for and in cooperation with demonic entities. 

“God does not want you to have fellowship with demons” (cf. 1Cor 10:20).

Spiritism manifests here as: 1) divination – man is rendered information by two advisers and through “inner screen”, 2) magic – in a so-called removal of diseases.

Yoga

It is no banal relaxation technique. Yoga by its nature is incompatible with the Christian spirituality. It is inseparable from samsara, or infernal circle, reincarnation. Supposing that a contemporary Western citizen expects of it purity of soul, it is a mere phantasm. Further levels of yoga pose a risk of psychic disorders. Pranayama through breathing leads to opening one’s soul for so-called energies – spirituality – spiritism. 

Another consequence is the awakening of so-called winded or snake power called kundalini, here one can already speak of obsession. 

From the point of view of medicine pranayama causes such overburden of brain activity that it may result in disintegration of physiological balance, insomnia, absence of mind and may even lead to psychosis. 

All stages of yoga intensify human egocentrism and on principle are incompatible with the Christian relation to God. In India a yogi has always been regarded as someone who works with mysterious power, a magician. 

Conclusion:

Martial art is tied with terms “tao”, “yin” and “yang”, with opening oneself for or harmonization with so-called energies. This is opening oneself for demons, this is hidden spiritism. 

Methods of therapy: Acupuncture is a spiritual healing therapy, a successful healer is a medium; this is spiritism, too. 

Reiki in essence is a magical-spiritistic ritual, opening oneself for the help of demons. 

In TM the initiatory act is idolatry. 

The method of Silva likewise is based on spiritism.

The Word of God warns us of preparation of the way for the kings from the east and shows us unclean demons which like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet (Rev 16:12-14). This really is the question of false spirituality of the Orient, which is the third pillar of the structure and movement of the New Age based on spiritism!

IV. Occultism 

Introduction:

Occultism is nowadays the pillar of the New Age movement. Hidden behind it is a whole sphere which in a certain way leads to a contact with the spiritual world of the fallen angels – spiritism. The widest spread old practice of divination is pendulum and dowsing-rod. In the field of so-called alternative medicine there is a number of such practices. Let us notice at least the one that is spread widest – homoeopathy. Occultism in the present times penetrates the whole society and brings in a new way of thinking, predominantly by way of education. A similar mass means of its spread is rock music. 

Occultism

From the moment of that greatest tragedy which happened in the history of universe, when some angels – creatures endowed with reason and free will – rebelled of their own free will against their Creator, the stage of history is entered by evil. Fallen angels – demons turn into adversaries of God but also into seducers of human generation. Full of envy in the course of human history they struggle to seduce man to a similar rebellion. Among people they find their allies who commit themselves wholly to them in their struggle against God. Occultism is the centre of a hidden fight behind which stand these fallen spirits. Here one comes into contact with the world of demons, especially by means of mediums. Familiar practices are the following: cup-oracle, writing table, table-moving, automatic writing, pendulating, dowsing with a rod, crystal-gazing, divination practices such as tarocs, “I Ching”, hand-reading, soothsaying, different forms of trance, channeling, next there is a whole army of diviners, soothsayers, astrologers, medial life-advisers and magicians, card fortune-tellers, healers, various “medially gifted” men and women, various New Age therapies such as breathing techniques (by means of hyperventilation one reaches a kind of intoxication resulting in hallucinations, similarly as it is in drug-use. The client afterwards speaks e.g. about his/her experience from the previous incarnations, or some other nonsense as e.g. about a fusion of individuum with cosmos etc.). In Ukraine there are various folk practices spread, such as cinder and wax casting, conjuration, spells, visits to fortune-tellers, roseola burning, egg-rolling, bringing one’s child’s shirt or other clothes to a fortune-teller, superstitions tied with childbirth, with wedding, with funeral, with St. Andrew’s Feast, with Christmas. Unless man turns wholly to Christ and breaks up with these “innocent” folk traditions, then nowadays, when there are far stronger spirits coming through other forms, one will not be able to resist that pressure. 

Divination

There are about 200 forms of divination. Examples of contact with diviners: In Czech Republic the following event happened: Father and son of Romanian nationality worked in Prague. Both of them visited a fortune-teller. She suggestively announced that the son was going to face a big misfortune. Soon afterwards the father committed suicide leaving a message that he sacrificed himself for his son. The son brought an accusation against the fortune-teller, but she suffered no harm. 

In Slovak Republic (SR) a mother with her little child visited a fortune-teller. The woman foretold terrible suffering which the child was going to face. Afterwards the mother killed her child. Before the court she argued that she wanted to save the child from the terrible suffering. 

One example out of thousands of sufferings in Ukraine: Mother of two adolescent daughters was in hospital. In the meantime her mother-in-law and her husband visited a fortune-teller. She suggestively pointed at concrete evil which the family had encountered in the past and said that the cause of it was a person from the family who was in hospital. She warned that a big misfortune was facing the family through that person. The fruit of the visit to the fortune-teller is a family tragedy: the husband and both daughters renounced their mother and she was not allowed to cross the door of their house any more, though their relations until that time had been very good.

The Holy Scripture warns the people of God against all forms of divination: “These (pagan) nations hearkened unto observers of times (astrologers) and unto diviners but as for thee, the Lord thy God hath not suffered thee to do so.” (Deut 18:14) This prohibition is valid without change even today.

Radioesthesis, rhabdomancy

Many people think that dowsers can safely determine the place of water-spring. However, more often than not it appeared that the predictions of the dowsers were wrong and the labour around well-digging at the destined place was vain. Others due to supposed geopathogenic zones replaced their beds according to the suggestion of a dowser. In fact, this is a form of divination. Prof. Fr. T.I. from Zagreb gave recollection for dowsers and explained to them what is the spiritual root of this so-called ability (“gift”). He called them to give up that “gift” to Jesus. With those who did so in faith, both the dowsing-rod and the pendulum responded no longer since that time. That it really is divination, that means a contact with the spiritual world (a form of spiritism), is evident even from the fact that one can make these diagnoses at a distance over a map which has no natural radiation. One can likewise ask the rod about future things and it responds. And here it gets absolutely clear what the whole thing is about!  

In the pastoral letter of the Tuscan bishops from 1994 rhabdomancy is condemned as a spirit of fornication by the citation from the Bible: “My people consult their wooden idol… a spirit of harlotry has led them away from their God.” (Hos 4:12)

Regarding the statements of scientists (a collective of 12 scientists of the Medical Faculty of Charles University, “Alternative Medicine, Options and Risks”, Prague 1995; as well as members of the Slovak Academy of Science and Dr. Kapišinský, MUDr. Ujházi and MUDr. Zikmund DrSc.) as for the supposed physical energies – they radically deny it: “The existence of what the dowsers and their supporters call geopathogenic zones, dragon’s veins, Hartmann’s zones etc. has never been proved and therefore they are ranked among superstitions…” (Doc. RNDr. Petr Řepa CSc.)
This divination practice opened the door for the explosion of occultism about 30 years ago. It is astonishing how many priests and religious nowadays use pendulum and dowsing-rod. It is known about some monasteries, seminaries and parish-houses that they were measured by dowsers and that there are so-called negative energy suppressers inbuilt in their walls (a piece of sheet metal in the shape of pentagon and similar absurdities). 

Rhabdomancy and radioesthesis (pendulum) are a form of divination, which is connected with so-called spiritual energies – that means with spiritism. The one who has this so-called “ability” has to renounce it, because such a person is unable to open him/herself fully to the Holy Spirit and to belong wholly to Jesus Christ. 

Homoeopathy

The collective of 12 professors and doctors of science from Charles University (CR) in the book Alternative Medicine, Options and Risks gives the following summary: “Naturally, from the standpoint of scientific medicine we unambiguously reject homoeopathy as a system based on irrational principles. We reject the medication it uses because its effectiveness has not been proved.” (p. 68) They further state: “Homoeopathic typology is an analogy to astrological horoscopes.” So what is here dealt with is prohibited divination! 

We consider it important to notify that the founder of homoeopathy S. Hahnemann was a member of two Masonic lodges. One can say here: “Such root such fruit!” 

What is the substance of homoeopathy and where does it emanate from? When going to the roots, we come to reveal magic and divination. 
The first and elementary principle is the rule of simile – (similar – by similar!). 

From the point of view of science the simile rule is an irrational invention and it is a form of white magic.  

The second principle is the law of dilution. 

The primary substance used for the preparation of a homoeopathic remedy is diluted. In the dilution D30 there already is not a single molecule of the primary substance. There are dilutions such as D100, D200, D1000 or higher. One should realize that what is here to heal is not medical substance but some “immaterial energy”, that means spiritual power! It must be clear to everyone that this is the field of alchemy and magic! 

On 28th April 1999, in her lecture at ATK (Warsaw), Dr. Maria Meyer from Hanover University pronounced: “Acupuncture and homoeopathy do not use natural powers but spiritual entities. Who undergoes such therapies, opens the door for these entities.”

Prof. Dr. R. Zahradník DrSc. asks – what is homoeopathy aiming at, whether people’s health or their money? He says: “On a world-wide scale milliards of dollars are here at stake. Attacking homoeopathy is almost as naive as if one would try to attack the car industry. Nevertheless, it is important that people know how absurd fraud they are victims of.” 

But still, the greatest harm with the homoeopathy users is done to their souls! 

Experience shows that spiritual shepherds and superiors of religious orders after longer use of homoeopathic medicine completely transformed their minds and lost their relation to God, to the teaching of the Church as well as to moral principles. What happened to them is the same as with the king Solomon who opened himself to idolatry (cf. 1Kings 11:9). Unfortunately, this practice is for the reason of business propagated by many Catholic doctors who consequently deceive and mislead the spiritual shepherds. This results in an uncritical and mass admission of homoeopathy by Christian believers. 

The Pontifical Council for Culture and Interreligious Dialogue in its study on the New Age (Jesus Christ the Bearer of the Water of Life, Rome 2003) writes: “Advertising connected with New Age covers a wide range of practices as homoeopathy, acupuncture, … reincarnation therapies, … New Age sees the source of healing in touch with cosmic energy” (note: gods with small g). Even this helps to see clearly where homoeopathy belongs! It belongs to the system of the New Age whose aim is the liquidation of Christianity. 

It is clear with whom we have fellowship here. “I do not want you to have fellowship with demons.” (1Cor 10:20) And it is clear, too, who is the source of false healing. It is a spirit which “transforms himself into an angel of light” (2Cor 11:14f). However, this spirit, at the price of a seeming recovery of body, spiritually blindfolds and enslaves the soul and leads it to eternal perdition. Every Christian who has been deceived in this way, and at the same time receives the body and blood of the Lord, may be addressed the following: “You cannot partake of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons.” (1Cor 10:21) “For this reason (that you partake of magic and divination) many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep (spiritually).” (1Cor 11:30) Therefore every Christian, and the more so a priest, religious or bishop, must repent in this field and repair the offence he caused by his use and propagation of homoeopathy, or just by his silence when he did not warn the faithful against this spiritual infection. For participation in magic and divination the Eastern canons (viz. St. Basil, rule 72, 83) inflict the same epitimy as for a murder. Because one faces here systematic and insidious killing of God’s life in souls. 

Occultism in pedagogy

The informational leaflet with a title “Healthy school Košice” (SR) reads: “This school propagates ideas of natural medicine, holistic healing. Besides this it involves educational programmes in the field of yoga, homoeopathy, reiki energy, astrology, kinesiology, phytotherapy…”, and it covers itself with terms like “healthy education”, “health”, “healthy nutrition” and “positive relationships in communication”. In reality, this is a way of programmatic opening of children for pagan, anti-Christian practices. 

These programmes not only will not help the children but, what is more, they are antisocial and antipedagogical, as the bishops in Poland pronounced on reiki. Poor deceived and unsuspecting parents and still poorer children! Schools that were to provide them education and sound life principles are now turning into an instrument of their psychical deformation, an instrument of opening them for satanic magic and demonic spiritism. 

The target here is no healthy nutrition or a struggle against drugs, alcoholism, smoking. All this is only a camouflage. The target is a planned mass apostasy from Christ, liquidation of Christianity in Slovakia and opening oneself to New Age thinking. 

A Czech scientist, RNDr. J. Grygar CSc., writes: “I firmly believe that sooner than ‘healthy school’ common sense will overcome in Slovakia.”

A testimony from the University of Prešov (SR): Endeavours to reach the “world standard” or to be interesting in one’s scope of work caused that teachers include ancient occult practices disguised in scientific clothes into their curriculum, all this without least resistance from the side of Christian students. I am a graduate of the Pedagogical Faculty of the University of Prešov and I was shocked to see that no field of study avoided this hidden or even evident influence of occultism. Let me draw some examples:  

Pedagogy and psychology: Propagation of hypnosis, alternative education based on astrology, Zen buddhism, Waldorf school (occultist R. Steiner) – so-called healthy school…

Philosophy: The future educators of youth hear such opinions as that the drug-use or oriental meditations can lead us into a connection with god, but drugs are supposed to be more effective. One believing girl openly stood up against it and consequently she had problems with her credits. 

Music classes: The teachers invited a popular shaman from Austria. His lessons were obligatory and the students had to lie down on the floor with their heads close to each other, close their eyes… and he introduced them into shamanic practices accompanied with music. A common part of the lessons is rock music as well as relaxation music of the New Age.

Visual Arts: Inspirations are searched in oriental religions, alcohol, drugs, in mystic teachings, occultism, spiritism, magic. During one installation students built an altar to demons with a dead cat and plenty of candles. An interest in unknown powers which manifest themselves in paintings and works of art gradually led students through various experience with spirits up to drugs, magic and satanism.

Physical education: Yoga and martial arts are a common practice…

Ecology and biology: Propagation of guruism, Zen gardens, philosophy of the Mother Earth (Gaia), oriental meditations in nature, obligatory one-hour meditation over a severalfold enlarged picture of a guru.  

Foreign language classes: Use occult movies in foreign language (about the Chinese Emperor, Dalai Lama, reincarnation...).

Subject – Technical tools for classes: The professor wanted to lead the students into “alpha” level by means of computer (the method of Silva).

There are many more concrete examples to be mentioned, but since occultism – spiritism – is slowly but surely becoming an official part of education, it is meaningless.

What is a Christian to do when he has been involved in occultism?

Occult sins leave behind a certain curse. The step of penance is that I receive the attitude of God’s Word and tradition towards this issue, then in the presence of two witnesses I renounce the power of darkness which passed on me through concrete practices to which I opened myself. Finally I confess it to a priest in the sacrament of penance and avoid any contact with people who occupy themselves with these practices as well as any literature of this kind etc. The next step of penance is that now I will do the opposite – actively endeavour after unity with the Holy Spirit and also endeavour to follow Christ. He must be not only my personal Saviour but my Lord, too. I must love Him with all my heart, with all my soul and with all my strength (cf. Mt 22:37). It is also useful to take up a particular form of repentance, e.g. one hour of prayer every day (20-2100), Rosary prayer, Stations of the Cross, so-called bows, Bible reading – 5 minutes daily, participation in a prayer group etc., at least for one year!!

Music

Mother Basilea Schlink writes about rock: “There exist medical documents attesting a contradiction between the rhythm of rock music and the natural rhythms of body. The consequence of continuous rock music rhythm is an extreme imbalance in the brain. The result effect is an excessive production of hormones, which can lead to a decrease of moral inhibitions, or to their complete loss. In addition, this is intensified by light effects at discothèques and rock concerts.” 

The rock rhythms also cause irregularity of heartbeat and certain rhythms may cause rare paralysis known as musicogenic epilepsy (76 registered cases until the year 1984, some of them committed suicide). 

The philosophical fundament of rock is anarchy and hedonism. This music disposes to drugs, alcoholism, impurity, perverseness, revolt, hatred, violence, malediction, nihilism, murders, occultism and satanism. Let us remember: all types of rock music dispose to some of the above-mentioned iniquities.

The root of rock music is voodoo. Voodoo is rhythmical accompaniment of satanic rituals and orgies. 

David Tame is persuaded that rock in all its forms is a critical problem which the mankind must put an end to provided that it wants to survive. (D. Tame: “The Secret Power of Music”) 

David Wilkerson writes: “This dependence on (rock) music is heavier than dependence on drugs and nicotine. It is the heaviest mass dependence in the world history.”

Mother Basilea writes: “Demonic rapture into which thousands of young people fall during the rock concerts is worse than narcotic ecstasy. Its effects are even more far-reaching, because drug addiction is not such a straight way of addiction to satan as rock music.”

And what about so-called Christian rock? Rock music will remain as rock music regardless of the lyrics it accompanies; the essence of rock is in music, it is independent of the lyrics.

The same is confirmed even by missionaries. The aborigines in Kilimantano reacted to “Christian” rock music as follows:  “Why do you invoke demons with your music?”

Not only rock, techno, house…, but also New Age music, so-called sphere music (J.M. Jarre, Vangelis, Kitaro, Enya, Mike Oldfield etc.) ranks with so-called modern music with negative spiritual background. 

What kind of music is then acceptable for a Christian who wants to follow Jesus? This is replied by D. Wilkerson: “It is such spiritual music, listening to which I can receive Jesus Christ!” It is written in the Bible that we are to celebrate God with spiritual songs, psalms and hymns (cf. Eph 5:19). So we are not to delete music from Christian life. 

Rock music opens the listeners for the spirit which is behind the satanic ritual of voodoo. This is not the Spirit of God, Spirit of truth, pure love, compassion, but it is a spirit which disposes to violence, impurity, perversion, cynicism, self-murders and crimes! 

A Christian must break up with this music as well as with music of the New Age! 
Conclusion: 

Occultism uses rock music, educational system, so-called alternative medicine, homoeopathy, divination by dowsing-rod and pendulum to pursue its aims. It also includes folk superstitions. All this deprives man of the biblical and saving faith. It is necessary to break up with all forms of occultism. Occultism is nowadays the pillar of the New Age. 

Summary:

 In his pastoral letter “Christ or Aquarius” Cardinal G. Danneels points out four pillars of the currently spreading New Age movement. These pillars are: 

1) ostensible scientific basis (spiritism and science);

2) new psychologies; 
3) spirituality of the Orient; 
4) occultism.
The purpose was to point at the common root of false spirituality, which is spiritism. False spirituality – paganism – nowadays New Age is not atheism but a belief in and experience with gods against which the First Commandment of the Decalogue warns us: “You shall have no other gods…” (Deut 5:7-10)

Elaborated by:

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lviv region, Ukraine

(www.community.org.ua)

Pidhirtsi 7th October 2006

Copy to:

His Holiness Benedict XVI. 
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